Date & Time: 4/6/2026 | 10:00 AM
Location: SL.DMWA Boardroom

Notice of Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting / Joint
Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting-Special Board
Workshop

842 6th Street, Los Banos
(List of Member/Alternate Telephonic Locations Attached)

Public Participation Information

Join Zoom Webinar -
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/893448349207?pwd=5yKwWn9ia4Gzd0rXyhnfJn2G3wnmgqY.1

NOTE: Any member of the public may address the Water Resources Committee/Board concerning any item on the
agenda before or during consideration of that item.

Because the notice provides for a regular meeting of the Water Resources Committee (“WRC”) and a joint regular
WRC Meeting/Special Board workshop, Board Directors/Alternates may discuss items listed on the agenda;
however, only WRC Members/Alternates may correct or add to the agenda or vote on action items.

NOTE FURTHER: Meeting materials have been made available to the public on the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water
Authority’s website, https://www.sldmwa.org, and at the Los Banos Administrative Office, 842 6th Street, Los
Banos, CA 93635.

Agenda

Item Topic Lead
1. Call to Order/Roll Call

2. Water Resources Committee to Consider Additions or Corrections to the

Agenda for the Water Resources Committee Meeting only, as Authorized
by Government Code Section 54950 et seq.

3. Opportunity for Public Comment — Any member of the public may address
the Water Resources Committee/Board concerning any matter not on the
agenda, but within the Committee or Board’s jurisdiction. Public comment
is limited to no more than three minutes per person. For good cause, the
Chair of the Water Resources Committee may waive this limitation.

ACTION ITEMS

4. Approval of March 2, 2026 Meeting Minutes


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89344834920?pwd=5yKwWn9ia4Gzd0rXyhnfJn2G3wnmqY.1
https://www.sldmwa.org/
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10.

11.
12.
13.

Recommendation to Board of Directors to Adopt Staff Petersen
Recommendation for Positions on Legislation

A.

H.

I
J.

A.B. 1754 (Pacheco), State general obligation bonds:
requirements

A.B. 1772 (Papan), Fish and wildlife: aquatic invasive species:
golden mussels

A.B. 2013 (Bennett), Fire risk areas: water suppliers:
emergency preparedness plan

A.B. 2026 (Aguiar-Curry), Water diversion: groundwater
recharge: permit

A.B. 2032 (Ransom), Fish and wildlife: restricted species
permits

A.B. 2218 (Kalra), Water policy: California Native American
tribes

A.B. 2630 (Bennett), Water diversion and use: adoption of
regulations

A.B. 2728 (Soria), Open and Transparent Water Data Act

A.C.A. 11 (Macedo), California Water Resiliency Act

S.B. 872 (McNerney), Climate Change: funding priorities

Recommendation to Board of Directors to Authorize Execution of Petersen

Agreement with MM Water Resources for Technical Support Services

REPORT ITEMS

Status Update Regarding the DMC Subsidence Correction Project Barajas,
Arroyave
Update on Status of Golden Mussels Arroyave,
Petersen,
Meyer
Executive Director’s Report Barajas
(May include reports on activities within the Water Resources

Committee’s jurisdiction re: 1) CVP/SWP water operations; 2) California
infrastructure projects; 3) regulation of the CVP/SWP; 4) existing or
possible new State and Federal policies; 5) Water Authority activities)

Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities Petersen
(May include reports on federal, state, and local agency regulatory,
legislative, and administrative water policy/resources activities)

Update on Water Operations and Forecasts Arroyave

Committee Member Reports

Closed Session Akroyd

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Initiation of Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (4) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code
Section 54956.9 - 2 potential cases

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
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Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to Paragraph (2) or (3) of Subdivision
(d) of Gov. Code Section 54956.9 — 2 potential cases

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION
Existing Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Gov. Code
Section 54956.9

A. California Sportfishing Protection Alliance (CSPA), et al. v. Nickels, et al., U.S.
District Court, E.D. Cal., Case No. 2:11-cv-02980; 9th Cir. Case No. 23-15599;
U.S. Supreme Court Case No. 25-989 (GBP Citizen Suit)

B. CSPA, et al. v. State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), et al., Sac. Co.
Superior Court, Case No. 34-2021-80003761 (2021 TUCP Order)

C. CSPA, et al. v. SWRCB, et al., Sac. Co. Superior Court, Case No. 34-2021-
80003763 (2021 Temp. Mgmt. Plan)

D. SWRCB, Administrative Hearings Office, Petitions for Change of California
Department of Water Resources (DWR) Water Right Permits, Delta
Conveyance Project (DWR Change Petition)

E. Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority, et al. v. DWR, et al., Sacramento Co. Superior
Court, Case No. 24WM000183 (SWP 2024 EIR Challenge)

F. San Francisco Baykeeper, et al. v. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, et al. U.S.
District Court, E.D. Cal., Case No. 2:26-cv-00671 (2025 CVP Operations)

14. Return to Open Session

15. Report from Closed Session, if any, Required by Government Code
Section 54957.1

16. Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2(a)(3)
17. ADJOURNMENT

Persons with a disability may request disability-related modification or accommodation by contacting Cheri Worthy
or Sandi Ginda at the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Office, 842 6™ Street, P.O. Box 2157, Los Banos,
California, via telephone at (209) 826-9696, or via email at cheri.worthy@sldmwa.org. Requests should be made as
far in advance as possible before the meeting date, preferably 3 days in advance of regular meetings or 1 day in
advance of special meetings/workshops.

This agenda has been prepared as required by the applicable laws of the State of California, including but not limited
to, Government Code Section 54950 et seq. and has not been prepared with a view to informing an investment
decision in any of the Authority’s bonds, notes, or other obligations. Any projections, plans or other forward-looking
statements included in the information in this agenda are subject to a variety of uncertainties that could cause any
actual plans or results to differ materially from any such statement. The information herein is not intended to be
used by investors or potential investors in considering the purchase or sale of the Authority’s bonds, notes or other
obligations and investors and potential investors should rely only on information filed by the Authority on the
Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board’s Electronic Municipal Market Access System for municipal securities
disclosures, maintained on the World Wide Web at htips://emma.msrb.org/.



mailto:cheri.worthy@sldmwa.org
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https://emma.msrb.org/
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SLDMWA WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING TELEPHONIC LOCATIONS
April 6, 2026

15671 W. Oakland Ave
Five Points, CA 93624



Date & Time: 3/2/2026 | 10:00 AM

Location: SLDMWA Boardroom
842 6th Street, Los

San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Water Resources Committee
Regular Meeting and Joint Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting —

Special Board Workshop Minutes

Attendance

Committee Members Present

Ex-Officio: William Bourdeau

Division 1: Anthea Hansen, Member
Division 2: Lon Martin, Alternate
Division 3: Absent

Division 4: Vince Gin, Member (ZOOM)
Division 5: Manny Amorelli, Alternate

Board of Directors Present

Division 1: Anthea Hansen, Director

Division 2: William Bourdeau, Director
Lon Martin, Alternate

Division 3: Jarrett Martin, Director (item 5)

Division 4: Brett Miller, Alternate

Division 5: Manny Amorelli

FWA Representative: Wilson Orvis, Alternate

Authority Representatives Present

Federico Barajas, Executive Director

Pablo Arroyave, Chief Operating Officer

Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director

Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel

Rebecca Harms, Deputy General Counsel

Ray Tarka, Director of Finance

Cindy Meyer, Special Programs Manager, (ZOOM)
Eddie Reyes, Information Systems Technician
Stewart Davis, IT Officer

Others Present

Patrick McGowan, Panoche Water District
Ron Milligan, Milligan Consulting (ZOOM)
Erik Balling, Greenleaf Ag

John Bison, Greenleaf Ag

Lea Emmons, City of Tracy (ZOOM)

Agenda
Item Topic Lead
1. Call to Order/Roll Call - The meeting was called to order by Chair

William Bourdeau at approximately 10:00 a.m. and roll was called.
During roll call, Committee Member Vince Gin was identified as

participating remotely via teleconference pursuant to Government Code

section 54953(b), consistent with traditional teleconference rules.

2 Additions or Corrections to the Agenda of Items, as authorized by
Government Code Section 54950 et seq. - No additions or corrections.

3. Opportunity for Public Comment - No public comment.

4. Water Resources Committee to Consider Approval of the February 2,
2026 Meeting Minutes - Chair William Bourdeau deemed the February
2, 2026 Meeting Minutes approved as submitted.
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5. Recommendation to the Board of Directors to Adopt Staff Petersen
Recommendation on Positions on Legislation
a. S. 3738 (Padilla), Making Our communities Resilient through
Enhancing Water for Agriculture, Technology, the Environment, and
Residences (MORE WATER) Act (Support & Amend)

Water Policy Director Scott Petersen reviewed the staff
recommendation for position adoption on one piece of legislation: S.
3738. Petersen answered questions throughout the presentation.
Executive Director Federico Barajas provided additional information
regarding prior expressions of support for introduction of this legislation
to establish new programs.

M/S - Motion by Member Anthea Hansen, seconded by Member Vince
Gin, the Committee recommended adoption of the staff
recommendation for position on S. 3738 (Padilla). Roll Call Vote: Ayes -
Bourdeau, Hansen, Lon Martin, Gin, Amorelli; Nays — 0; Abstentions - 0.

6. Update on Status of Golden Mussels —Special Programs Manger Cindy Arroyave/McNeil
Meyer provided a brief update. Meyer reported that the consultants from
RNT Consulting completed facility site visits the first week of February
and provided recommendations on monitoring and mitigation. Meyer
reported that there was a kickoff Water Agency Coordination meeting on
February 24, 2026 with very solid attendance. Chief Operating Officer
Pablo Arroyave and Water Policy Director Scott Petersen provided
additional information including information on bio boxes, and federal
and state legislative responses. Staff answered questions throughout
the presentation.

Public Comment: Green Leaf Ag representatives provided information
about their programs and product for treatment.

7. Executive Director’s Report Barajas

a. ACWA DC Trip - Executive Director Federico Barajas reported that
staff had a very active and productive trip to DC.

b. Initial CVP Allocation - Executive Director Federico Barajas
reported that Reclamation’s initial CVP allocation for South of Delta
Ag water service / repayment contractors is 15%.. Barajas reported
that Reclamation is expecting an allocation update around the third
week of March.

c. South of Delta (SOD) Drought Plan — Executive Director Federico
Barajas reported that the Pilot Program for 2026 is a proposal that
provides operational flexibility with the use of SOD Drought Plan
water.

d. ACWA GM Group - Executive Director Federico Barajas reported
that the ACWA GM Group continues to meet and discuss a strategy
for elevating water priorities during the transition to the new state
administration.

e. Yuba Water - Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave reported that
based on recent facility challenges the groundwater substitution
component of the Yuba Transfer Program will not be in play for 2026.
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10.
11.

12.

13.

Arroyave reported that they are still waiting to hear on the surface
water supplies.

Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities — Water Policy Director
Scott Petersen provided an update regarding 2024 LTO Implementation,
including adaptive management, State Water Resources Control Board,
and Bay-Delta Plan Update discussions. Executive Director Federico
Barajas provided additional information on the Bay-Delta Plan Update
discussions. Petersen continued his update regarding the Water
Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley and the San Joaquin Valley
Collaborative Action Program. Petersen answered questions throughout
the presentation.

Update on Water Operations and Forecasts — Arroyave reported that
storage remains above average. Arroyave introduced consultant Ron
Milligan, who provided information regarding CVP supply, reservoir
storage, allocations, snowpack, and operations. Milligan and Arroyave
answered questions throughout the presentation.

Committee Member Reports — No reports.

Agenda Items 11-13: Closed Session — Chair William Bourdeau
adjourned the open session to address the items listed on the Closed
Session Agenda at approximately 11:12 a.m. Upon return to open
session at approximately 11:26 a.m., Chair William Bourdeau reported
that no reportable actions were taken in closed session.

Agenda Item 14: Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section
54954.2(a)(3) - No reports.

Agenda Item 15: Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at
approximately 11:27 a.m.

Petersen

Arroyave,
Milligan

Akroyd



PO Box 2157
Los Banos, CA 93635

sldmwa.org

To: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates / Board of Directors and Alternates

From: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director

Date: April 6, 2026

RE: Water Resources Committee to Consider Recommendations on Legislation / Board of Directors to
Consider Same

Recommendation

Recommend to the Water Resources Committee and Board of Directors to adopt the following positions on
legislation:

State Legislation

Adopt a position of “Favor” on A.B. 1754 (Pacheco), State general obligation bonds: requirements.
Adopt a position of “Watch and Amend” on A.B. 1772 (Papan), Fish and wildlife: aquatic invasive
species: golden mussels.

Adopt a position of “Not Favor Unless Amended” on A.B. 2013 (Bennett), Fire risk areas: water
suppliers: emergency preparedness plan.

Adopt a position of “Watch and Amend” on A.B. 2026 (Aguiar-Curry), Groundwater Recharge.

Adopt a position of “Support and Amend” on A.B. 2032 (Ransom), Fish and wildlife: restricted species
permits.

Adopt a position of “Oppose Unless Amended” on A.B. 2218 (Kalra), Water policy: California Native
American tribes.

Adopt a position of “Oppose” on A.B. 2630 (Bennett), Water diversion and use: adoption of
regulations.

Adopt a position of “Support” on A.B. 2728 (Soria), Open and Transparent Water Data Act.

Adopt a position of “Support” on A.C.A. 11 (Macedo), California Water Resiliency Act.

Adopt a position of “Watch and Amend” on S.B. 872 (McNerney), Climate change: funding priorities.



Memo to SLDMWA Water Resources Committee and Board Members - Legislation
April 6, 2026

State Legislation

A.B. 1754 (Pachecho), State general obligation bonds: requirements.
RECOMMENDATION: Favor
POLICY SCOPE: Funding and Finance

Summary

This bill requires a bond act for a state general obligation (G.0.) bond measure approved by voters on or after
January 1, 2027 to include specified information about the objectives of the bond expenditures and related
data. Specifically, this bill:

(1) Provides for any state general obligation bond measure that is approved by voters on and after
January 1, 2027, this bill would require a bond act to include specified information about the
objectives of the bond expenditure and related data, for example:

a. Specific goals, purposes, and objectives that the bond expenditure is intended to achieve.

b. Detailed performance indicators for the public to have when measuring whether the bond
expenditure meets the goals, purposes, and objectives established.

c. Data collection requirements to enable the public to determine whether the bond
expenditure is meeting, failing to meet, or exceeding those specific goals, purposes, and
objectives.

d. Specific data and baseline measurements to be collected and remitted annually while the
bond is being expended.

(2) Requires the head of the lead state agency administering the bond to post on its internet website a
notification that contains, among other information, details about the programs and projects
authorized to be funded by the bond.

(3) Requires each state agency subject to these provisions to provide a written report to the Department
of Finance (DOF), the Legislative Analyst, and the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the Senate
Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review that contains certain information regarding the general
obligation bond, in accordance with the above-described provisions and includes all of the following:

a. Whether the project, grant, or other expenditure of bond proceeds has been done in a timely
and efficient manner.

b. Whether the project, grant, or other expenditure of bond proceeds has or has not achieved
its intended purpose.

c. Whether the project, grant, or other expenditure of bond proceeds was done in compliance
with all statutory and regulatory requirements.

(4) Requires a bond act to include a provision requiring the cost of the report to be included in the cost
of administering the bond act, and would require the cost of compliance with the above-described
report requirements to be included in the cost of administering the bond act.

(5) Makes non-substantive and conforming changes to certain cross-references.

(6) Makes various legislative findings and declarations.

2|Page
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Status

A.B. 1754 was introduced on February 9, 2026, passed the Committee on Government Oversight on March
19, 2026, and has been referred to the Appropriations Committee.

Importance to the Authority

A report from the LAO in 2024 highlighted that California pays about $6 billion each year from the General
Fund to repay bonds. At a time of budget difficulty, it is essential that all our spending is justified. While the
current mechanism does focus on preventing waste, fraud, and abuse with bond spending, they fail to track
outcomes. Although the state has implemented some limited monitoring and evaluation of bond fund
spending, these data systems are incomplete and, in many cases, not guided by clear strategies with
measurable outcomes. As a result, we have a crisis of confidence that public money is being effectively
spent on things that impact people’s lives. Bond expenditures and related information should be provided to
voters to promote greater transparency and trust in the voters who approve bond funding for the purpose of
ensuring a vital infrastructure future for California. The public should be assured that bond funds will be used
as the voters intended. Accountability regarding the expenditure of bond funds begins with establishing
criteria for determining whether the intended outcomes are being achieved. AB 1754 creates that process,
ensuring that voters have access to ongoing updates and reports regarding programs funded by bonds,
ensuring that voter-approved funds are being used for what they were intended, and the state upholds its
role as a responsible spender.

For these reasons, staff recommends a “Favor” position.
A.B. 1772 (Papan), Fish and wildlife: aquatic invasive species: golden mussels.
RECOMMENDATION: Watch and Amend

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Environmental and Regulatory
Compliance, Funding and Finance

Existing Law

Existing law, until January 1, 2030, generally prohibits a person from possessing, importing, shipping, or
transporting in the state, or from placing, planting, or causing to be placed or planted in any water in the
state, invasive mussels. Existing law requires a public or private agency that operates a water supply system
to cooperate with the Department of Fish and Wildlife to implement measures to avoid infestation by invasive
mussels and to control or eradicate any infestation that may occur in a water supply system. Existing law
requires, if invasive mussels are detected, the operator of a water supply system to, in cooperation with the
department, prepare and implement a plan to control or eradicate invasive mussels within the system, and
eliminate or minimize any potential downstream transport of an invasive mussel. Existing law requires, on or
before December 31, 2026, the department to review all approved plans and require all plans that do not
specifically address all invasive mussel species known to be present in bodies of water in the state as of
January 1, 2026, to be updated or revised appropriately to include all invasive mussel species, on or before
September 30, 2027. Existing law requires every invasive mussel species to be addressed in a plan no later
than 180 days from the date that the species is listed in a certain regulation. Existing law defines “invasive
mussel” for these purposes as any nonnative detrimental mussel, as provided.
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Under existing law, except as otherwise provided, any violation of the Fish and Game Code, or of any rule,
regulation, or order made or adopted under the code, is a crime.

Summary

This bill would require the department to require water supply system operators to update their plans to
address all invasive mussel species present in the operator’s water system as of January 1, 2026, as
provided. The bill would require a plan to address every invasive mussel species detected in a water supply
system after January 1, 2026, no later than 180 days from the date the species is detected. The bill would
require a plan to minimize or eliminate the spread of invasive mussels. The bill would revise the definition of
“invasive mussel” to mean any nonnative biofouling mussel, as provided. By expanding the scope of a crime,
the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

This bill would require the department, in consultation with the Department of Parks and Recreation and the
Department of Food and Agriculture, to develop a voluntary framework to prevent the overland spread of
invasive mussels through the conveyance of watercraft overland. The bill would require the framework to
include specified elements, including, among other elements, minimum standards for watercraft
inspection, decontamination, and quarantine and a banding program or other mechanisms by which to
confirm the inspection, decontamination, or quarantine status of a watercraft.

Status
A.B. 1772 was introduced on February 9, 2026, was amended into substantive spot bill form, and has been
referred to the Committee on Water, Parks, and Wildlife.

Importance to the Authority

Invasive mussels can impact water delivery systems by clogging small-diameter pipelines, screens, and
filters, and alter aquatic ecosystems by filter-feeding on planktonic algae and changing habitat structure. For
water agencies, an uncontrolled infestation could mean costly infrastructure damage, reduced water
delivery capacity, and disrupted treatment operations.

The Delta already has a well-documented pelagic food web crisis. Phytoplankton are an important and
limiting food source in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, and the decline of phytoplankton biomass is one
potential factor in the decline of the protected delta smelt and other pelagic organisms. The mechanism
driving that phytoplankton collapse is bivalve filter-feeding: invasive bivalves such as Corbicula fluminea and
Potamocorbula amurensis have been shown to control phytoplankton biomass in several locations
throughout the system.

Golden mussels make this dramatically worse. The golden mussel is a voracious plankton feeder that may
furtherreduce the food supply for delta smelt and other plankton-feeding fishes in low salinity environments.
Its effect on fishes may be similar to that of the overbite clam (Potamocorbula amurensis), which has been
a major cause of pelagic fish declines in the Delta since the early 1980s. Golden mussels will likely colonize
the fresher parts of the Delta and spread upstream as far as boats travel, thereby occupying a part of the
watershed where nonnative overbite clams, limited by salinity, drop out. In other words, golden mussels are
not merely adding to an existing stressor — they are filling one habitat gap that had partially buffered the food
web collapse.

Creating a holistic framework around decontamination standards to prevent additional spread and funding
to address water agency research and mitigation needs is one purported purpose of this legislation. The
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legislation has an active Author facilitated working group that Authority staff are actively participating in and
will be working with the author to coordinate efforts on water agency needs and response to the emerging
issue.

For these reasons, staff recommends a “Watch and Amend” position.

A.B. 2013 (Bennett), Fire risk areas: water suppliers: emergency preparedness
plan.

RECOMMENDATION: Not Favor Unless Amended
POLICY SCOPE: Environmental and Regulatory Compliance, Funding and Finance

Existing Law

Existing law requires the State Fire Marshal to identify areas in the state as moderate, high, and very high fire
hazard severity zones based on consistent statewide criteria and based on the severity of fire hazard that is
expected to prevail in those areas.

Existing law requires a local agency to designhate, by ordinance, moderate, high, and very high fire hazard
severity zones in its jurisdiction within 120 days of receiving recommendations from the State Fire Marshal.

Summary

This billwould require a water supplier that services more than 100 customers that are located in a moderate,
high, or very high fire hazard severity zone to establish an emergency preparedness plan for response to red
flag warnings, extreme weather events, and other major power outages or emergencies that pose a potential
threat to providing adequate water service to the moderate, high, or very high fire hazard severity zone.

Water suppliers would be encouraged to develop the emergency preparedness plan in coordination with the
county board of supervisors, or a county agency or department if one is designated an authority to coordinate
with the water supplier by the county board of supervisors. The bill requires the plan to be submitted to the
county board of supervisors or a county agency or department designated by the county board of
supervisors.

This bill would require a water supplier to review the emergency preparedness plan at least once every three
years and update the plan as necessary.

This bill would require the emergency preparedness plan to include, but not be limited to, all of the following:

(1) An assessment of the minimum water tank levels necessary to maintain water service for customers
while providing an adequate water supply for firefighting activities during an extreme weather event
or red flag warning. The assessment would be required to take into consideration water quality
standards and actions necessary to maintain water quality.

(2) An assessment that identifies the minimum number of and type of water pumps that are necessary
to maintain water service for customers while providing an adequate water supply for firefighting
activities. The assessment would be required to identify water pumps that are equipped with
emergency backup energy sources and identify water pumps that require the installation of
emergency backup energy sources.
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(3) An identification of alternative water sources that can be used during an extreme weather event or
loss of power, if any.

(4) Adetailed accounting of the pipelines, water pumps, water tanks, backup power generation facilities,
and related infrastructure needs that are necessary to maintain water service for customers and
provide adequate water supply for firefighting activities during an extreme weather event and a
designation for which of these pipelines, water pumps, water tanks, and backup power generation
facilities are, or are required to be, fire hardened.

This bill would require a water supplier or water system that is required to prepare and submit an emergency
response plan to the Public Utilities Commission to include the emergency preparedness plan in that
submission.

Status

A.B. 2013 was introduced on February 17, 2026, and referred to the Committees on Emergency Management
and Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials on March 16, 2026.Importance to the Authority

This year, Assemblymember Bennett introduced AB 2013, which incorporates the planning requirements
from AB 367 statewide, with certain changes.

Importance to the Authority

The provisions in AB 2013 are not workable. The bill would require water suppliers, as specified and
insufficiently defined in statute, to prepare an emergency preparedness plan for response to red flag
warnings, extreme weather events, and other major power outages or emergencies that pose a potential
threat to providing adequate water service to the moderate, high, or very high fire hazard severity zone.
Concerns have been raised over specific elements the bill requires water suppliers to include within their
emergency preparedness plans. These elements include an assessment of the minimum water tank levels
and minimum number of and type of water pumps and a detailed accounting of the pipelines, water pumps,
water tanks, backup power generation facilities, and related infrastructure necessary to provide an adequate
water supply for firefighting activities.

AB 2013 misrepresents the role of public water agencies during wildfires. The bill is structured under the
premise that water systems should be expected to provide “adequate water supply for firefighting activities.”
Public water agencies’ systems are designed to provide the public with safe and reliable drinking water and
to provide an immediately available water service to aid in extinguishing structural fires in accordance with
requirements for fire flows. These water systems were not designed to combat wildfires, especially the
climate-driven wildfires that California experiences today. AB 2013’s prescriptive requirements could be
used as a tool in litigation against public water agencies after a fire. Furthermore, the bill fails to recognize
and acknowledge the complexity and dynamic nature of water system operations. Emergency planning
efforts will vary based on the needs of the system and area of the state.

Ultimately this bill takes the wrong approach and would increase liability for public water agencies.
Alternatively, ACWA'’s sponsored bill, SB 1153 (Caballero, 2026), clarifies the role of public water agencies in
wildfire response, including the limitations of water systems, and bolsters planning efforts by requiring urban
retail water suppliers serving high-risk areas to include wildfire response procedures within their emergency
response plans.
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Water Authority staff and consultants will participate in ACWA’s Emergency Management Working Group,
which engaged on AB 367, to draft amendments to AB 2013 to eliminate the liability concerns, while
supporting planning efforts in alignment with SB 1153. In conversations last year in the Legislature, there is
a strong desire for water agencies to take action and invest in wildfire preparedness.

For these reasons, staff recommends a “Not Favor Unless Amended” position.
A.B. 2026 (Aguiar-Curry), Water diversion: groundwater recharge: permit.
RECOMMENDATION: Watch and Amend

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Water Quality and Resource
Maanagement, Environmental and Regulatory Compliance, Climate Adaptation and
Resilience, Funding and Finance

Background
Existing Law

Beneficial Use

The Reasonable and Beneficial Use Doctrine (Doctrine) mandates that water resources of the State be put
to beneficial use to the fullest extent of which they are capable, and that the waste or unreasonable use of
water be prevented, and that the conservation of such waters be exercised with a view of the interest of the
people and for the public welfare. The Doctrine limits the right to or the use or flow of water in or from any
natural stream or water course in California to the amount reasonably required and does not extend that
right to the waste or unreasonable use or method of diversion of water.

Appropriative Water Right Exemption for Diversion of Floodflows

SB 122 (Chapter 51, Statutes of 2023) provides that for diversions commenced before January 1, 2029, the
diversion of floodflows, as defined, for groundwater recharge does not require an appropriative water right if
certain conditions are met, including that a local or regional agency that has adopted a flood control plan or
considered flood risks as part of its most recently adopted general plan has given notice, as provided, of
imminent risk of flooding and inundation of lands, roads, or structures.

Existing law also requires the person or entity making the diversion for groundwater recharge purposes to file
with the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and any applicable groundwater
sustainability agency (GSA), a notice containing specified information in accordance with specified
timelines.

For diversions from water tributaries to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta), the diversion of
floodflows for groundwater recharge does not require an appropriative water right if water rights holders are
not making releases of stored water or reoperating facilities to provide flow for the purposes of meeting water
quality control plan or endangered species requirements in the Delta at the time of the diversion.

Fees
Existing law requires each person or entity who holds a permit or license to appropriate water, and each
lessor of water, to pay an annual fee according to a fee schedule established by the State Water Board.
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Environmental Impacts

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency to prepare, or cause to be prepared
by contract, and certify the completion of, an environmental impact report on any proposed project that may
have a significant effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration that the project will not have
that effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that
may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is
no substantial evidence that the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the environment.

Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements

Existing law prohibits an entity from substantially diverting or obstructing the natural flow of, or substantially
changing or using any material from the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake, or depositing or
disposing of debris, waste, or other material containing crumbled, flaked, or ground pavement where it may
pass into any river, stream, or lake, unless prescribed requirements are met, including providing written
notification of the activity to the Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). Existing law requires CDFW to
determine whether the activity may substantially adversely affect an existing fish and wildlife resource and,
if so, to provide a draft lake or streambed alteration agreement (LSAA) that meets various requirements to
the person, agency, or utility. Existing law establishes various exemptions from these provisions, including
for specified emergency work and, until January 1, 2029, the diversion of floodflows for groundwater
recharge, as provided.

Applications for Conditional, Temporary Permits

Existing law authorizes a person with an urgent need, as defined, to divert and use water, to apply for, and
authorizes the State Water Board to issue a conditional, temporary permit without complying with other
required procedures or provisions if specified requirements are met. Specifically, prior to issuing a temporary
permit, the State Water Board is required to find that (1) the person has an urgent need for the water proposed
to be diverted and used, (2) the water can be diverted and used without injuring any other lawful water user,
(3) the water can be diverted and used without unreasonably effecting fish, wildlife, or other instream
beneficial uses, and (4) the proposed diversion and use are in the public’s interest. Existing law authorizes
an application to be filed regardless of if a groundwater basin has adopted a groundwater sustainability plan
(GSP), interim plan, or alternative.

Division of Water Rights

Existing law requires the State Water Board to divide itself into at least two divisions, including the Division
of Water Rights (Division), and to appoint a deputy director or division chief for each. Existing law requires
the State Water Board to consider and act upon applications for permits to appropriate water and to do all
things required by or related to said applications.

Existing law requires the Division to conduct a field investigation of all minor protested applications, as
defined.

Groundwater Basins

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires all groundwater basins designated as high-
or medium-priority basins by the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to be managed under a GSP or
coordinated GSPs, except as specified. SGMA authorizes any local agency or combination of local agencies
overlying a groundwater basin to decide to become a groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) for that basin
and imposes specified duties upon that agency or combination of agencies, as provided.

8|Page




Memo to SLDMWA Water Resources Committee and Board Members - Legislation
April 6, 2026

State Water Project and Central Valley Project

Existing law requires DWR to operate and maintain the State Water Resources Development System (State
Water Project (SWP)) in accordance with the California Water Resources Development Bond Act to supply
water to persons and entities in the state. Existing law imposes on DWR full charge and control of the
construction, operation, and maintenance of the Central Valley Project (CVP) and provides that the public
interest, welfare, convenience, and necessity require the construction of the CVP for the conservation,
development, storage, distribution, and utilization of water.

Summary
This analysis only discusses sections with additions or amendments that directly impact Water Authority
members and omits all other sections.

Section 2
This bill would amend the conditions under which an appropriative water right would not be required for the
diversion of floodflows for groundwater recharge in the following ways:

Instead of a local or regional agency that has adopted a local plan of flood control or considered flood risk
as part of its mostrecently adopted general plan, this billwould require a local or regional agency responsible
for flood management to give notice via specified means that downstream flows are atimminent risk of flood
and inundation of land, roads, or structures.

This bill would expand the definition of the term “floodflow” to include flows that are occurring downstream
of a dam releasing water for flood purposes as required by a United States Army Corps of Engineers flood
control rule or curve, a court judgment, or other binding rule.

This bill would amend the definition of the term “imminent” to a high degree of confidence that a condition
will occur soon if flood management actions are not immediately implemented.

This bill would define the term “excess water conditions” as those determined by the Agreement Between
the United States of America and the State of California for Coordinated Operation of the Central Valley
Project and the State Water Project, as amended.

This bill would expand the conditions under which diversions cease to include when flood control releases
are no longer legally required or would interfere with a priority right on the stream that the diversions occur
from or downstream of that stream.

This bill would amend the conditions under which water could be diverted from tributaries to the Delta. This
bill would, for a diversion from the San Joaquin River or its tributaries upstream of Vernalis, authorize the
diversion of water when the Delta is in excess water conditions and without restrictions. This bill would, with
respect to all other diversions, authorize the diversion of water when the Delta is in excess water conditions
and (1) without restrictions or (2) with restrictions, but its operations are only controlled by Old and Middle
River flow, as defined, or San Joaquin River inflow-to-export ratio. This bill would require a diverter to monitor
conditions daily using a specified report. This bill would define the term “controlled by Old and Middle River
Flow” as conditions when the CVP and SWP are implementing one or more regulatory requirements by
managing flows in Old and Middle River, whatever the source or content of those requirements.

This bill would authorize a person or entity making the diversion of groundwater recharge to claim credit,
instead of a water right, for the beneficial use of the diversion and recharge if the underground storage of the
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water advances the sustainability goal of a basin and the GSA with authority over the area where the diverted
water recharges the basin that authorized the credit. This bill would limit the amount of credit that could be
claimed. Diversion for groundwater recharge would not create a vested water right to divert.

This bill would, if tribal consultation has been conducted, exempt the diversion of floodflow for groundwater
recharge from requirements of the Public Resources Code (PRC) and Fish and Game Code (FGC).

Section 3
This bill would define the following terms:

1. “Controlled by Old and Middle River Flow” as conditions when the CVP and SWP are implementing
one or more regulatory requirements by managing flows in Old and Middle River, whatever the source
or content of those requirements is;

2. “De minimis reduction” as a cumulative reduction of less than 10 acre-feet in a single water year;

“Delta” as defined in Section 12220;

4. “Deltais with restrictions” as conditions when CVP and SWP operations in the Delta are constrained
by a nondiscretionary requirement, including a requirement for the protection of water quality and
endangered species;

5. “Delta is without restrictions” as conditions when CVP and SWP operations in the Delta are not
constrained by a nondiscretionary requirements, including a requirements for the protection of water
quality and endangered species;

6. “Delta operations” as the operations by which the CVP and SWP divert water from the Delta;

7. “Excess water conditions” as conditions as determined pursuant to the Agreement Between the
United States of America and the State of California for Coordinated Operation of the CVP and SWP,
as amended; and

8. “Water year” as the period beginning October 1 of one calendar year and continuing to September
30 of the following calendar year.

w

For minor applications to divert water within or upstream of the Delta, this bill would allow the State Water
Board’s finding that water may be diverted and used without injuring a legal user of water from or any
contractor to the CVP or SWP to be satisfied by the use of (1) a temporary urgency permit or a temporary
permit for diversion to underground storage, (2) the inclusion of specified language regarding proposed
permit terms, and (2) the adoption of the language in the applicable permit. For diversions from the San
Joaquin River or its tributaries, this billwould authorize water to be diverted when the Delta is in excess water
conditions and without restrictions. For all other diversions, this bill would authorize water to be diverted
when the Deltais in excess water conditions and (1) without restrictions or (2) with restrictions but operations
are controlled only by Old and Middle River flow, as defined, or San Joaquin River inflow-to-export ratio. This
bill would require the permittee to monitor conditions using a specified report to determine the Delta’s
condition and whether diversions are authorized.

This bill would authorize water to be diverted to the applicable permit if, in addition to compliance with other
unrelated permit terms, the permittee has an agreement with DWR and, as necessary, the Bureau of
Reclamation (Bureau), to ensure that their diversions upstream of the Delta do not injure DWR or the Bureau
by adversely impacting the operations of the SWP or CVP. A de minimis, as defined, effect on the operations
of the SWP or CVP would not be an injury to DWR or the Bureau.
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Section 4

This billwould add to the list of conditions under which the Division would not be required to conduct a field
investigation for a minor application, as defined, if specified conditions are met, including that the
application (1) involves a diversion substantially similar to a diversion previously authorized by temporary
permits for at least 5 years and involving no greater amount and no other points of diversion, than authorized
in the last of the preceding temporary permits, and (2) includes specified information on the applicant’s
experience regarding past temporary permits.

Section 5

This bill would require the State Water Board to consider, in a specified manner, minor applications involving
a diversion substantially similar to a diversion previously authorized by temporary permits for at least 5 years
and involving no greater amount and no other points of diversion than authorized in the last of the preceding
temporary permits. Specifically, the State Water Board would, among other things, be required to:

1. Give public notice of and provide an opportunity to file public comments on the application in
accordance with specified timelines. This bill would authorize the State Water Board to extend the
timeline by 30 days if it makes a written finding of good cause based on unique circumstances,

2. lIssue a decision on the application in accordance with specified timelines. This bill would authorize
the State Water Board to delegate its authority to issue a decision to the Division, subject to its
reconsideration of the Division’s decision. This bill would require the reconsideration proceeding to
conclude within 90 days of the filing of a petition for reconsideration, unless the applicant consents
to an extension,

3. Approve the application if it determines that a preponderance of evidence shows that the proposed
diversion would not:

a. a. Injure any legal water user through significant changes in water quantity, water quality,
timing of diversion or use, consumptive use of the water, or reduction in return flows, and
b. b.Unreasonably affect fish, wildlife, or other instream beneficial uses,

4. |Ifitdeterminesthatthe preponderance of the evidence does not support the required findings based
on the applicant’s proposed terms, approve, to the maximum extent possible, the application based
on terms that it determines will cause the applicant’s diversion to satisfy the provisions in paragraph
(3). This bill would prohibit the State Water Board from conditioning a permit on terms involving
another permit, license, or water right held by the applicant or to avoid or mitigate impacts not
caused by the diversion proposed by the application,

5. Not require separate applications for consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of water and not
require the permit to describe the physical works used to convey water to underground storage, the
spreading grounds, and the underground reservoirs or the method and point of measurement of
water recharged to, and withdrawn from, underground storage,

6. Consider that diversions related to an application involving diversions upstream of the Delta would
not cause injury to the legal users of water by the CVP, SWP, or those projects’ contractors if the
permitincorporates applicable specified terms,

7. Consider that its issuance of a permit would not be exempt from PRC and FGC requirements if (1)
tribal consultation has been conducted and (2) the permitted diversions will occur through existing
diversion infrastructure or temporary facilities that meet specified requirements,

8. Consideraminorapplication notwithstanding any declaration that the relevant stream systemis fully
appropriated in accordance with specified requirements, and

11|Page




Memo to SLDMWA Water Resources Committee and Board Members - Legislation
April 6, 2026

9.

Set fees in accordance with specified requirements.

Section 6

This bill would include in the definition of the term “minor application” an application by a GSA or local
agency, or a private entity pursuant to a memorandum of understanding (MOU) or other agreement with a
GSA, for a diversion that:

1. Is substantially similar to a diversion previously authorized by temporary permits for at least 5 years
and involving no greater amount and no other points of diversion, than authorized in the last of the
preceding temporary permits, or

2. Was previously authorized by a temporary permit.

Section 7

This bill would add Article 1 to Chapter 6.5 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Water Code, which would apply to
applications for temporary urgency permits and temporary permits for diversions to underground storage,
and its terms would determine the availability of water for diversion for applications for those permits.

This billwould define the following terms, among others:

1.

w

7.

“90/20 method” as the method for calculating water availability when flows exceed the 90th
percentile of historic daily flow between December 1 and March 31, and the total amount of water
diverted is capped at 20 percent of the daily flow after downstream senior diverter demand,
established instream flow requirements, and consideration of water quality objectives are satisfied,
“Basin” as defined in Water Code Section 10721,
“Delta” as the Delta,
“Diversion criteria” as specific thresholds that determine when a permittee may divert, based on
flows. These are in addition to any other condition placed on a permit,
Flood/recharge diversion criteria” as the method for calculating water availability for the Sacramento
River and its tributaries upstream of the Delta, pursuant to which water is available for diversion for
recharge and beneficial uses during the period of December 1 to March 31, inclusive, within a water
year when, on the date of measurement, cumulative unimpaired runoff as of that date exceeds the
80th percentile of historical cumulative water year runoff at the point of diversion, or the nearest
measuring point, and lasting until that cumulative water year runoff is lower than the 50th percentile
of historical cumulative runoff at the point of diversion, or the nearest point of measurement, as
measured against historical cumulative water year runoff measured on that date,
“Location-specific diversion criteria” as criteria for determining the water available for diversion
pursuant to methods other than the 90/20 method or the flood/recharge diversion criteria that
contain the following components:

a. a. Limits diversion to the December 1 to March 31, inclusive, period and from higher
streamflows,
b. Limits diversions to a portion of daily or seasonal streamflow,
c. Protects existing legal users of water, including the CVP and SWP,
d. Protects public trust resources,
e. Allows for implementation across the specific region, and
f. Provides for the ability to efficiently forecast diversions, operate to diversion criteria, and
promote maximum diversion opportunities pursuant to appropriate conditions.
“Recharge beneficial uses” as beneficial uses supported by groundwater recharge projects, and
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8. “Temporary permit” as a temporary urgency permit or a temporary permit for diversion to
underground storage.

This bill would authorize the State Water Board to consider and issue a permit for any applicable application
if water availability for the application and permit is determined in accordance with this section and
notwithstanding any declaration that the relevant stream system is fully appropriated. This bill would require
the State Water Board to apply the following criteria when determining the availability of water for an
application and permit:

1. For diversions from the Sacramento River or its tributaries upstream of the Delta, the State Water
Board would be required to apply the flood/recharge diversion criteria. Those criteria would only
determine the availability of water during the period of December 1 to March 31, and the ultimate
permit would be prohibited from authorizing the diversion of more than 20 percent of daily
streamflow at any point of diversion.

2. For other areas of the state, the State Water Board would be required to apply location-specific
diversion criteria to the maximum extent possible. If thatis not possible, the State Water Board would
be required to apply the 90/20 method.

This billwould require the State Water Board to adopt emergency regulations detailing the 90/20 method and
would subject the emergency regulations, and any amendment to them, to review by the Office of
Administrative Law. Adopted emergency regulations would remain in effect until revised by the State Water
Board.

This bill would exempt specified situations from PRC requirements, including:

1. The adoption of emergency regulations, if tribal consultation has been conducted as required, and
2. Theissuance of a temporary permit that meets specified criteria.

Section 9

In addition to the findings currently required to be made by the State Water Board, this bill would also require
the State Water Board to find that a conditional, temporary permit’s diversion and use will support the
application of water to one or more beneficial uses, which may include recharge beneficial uses.

This bill would expand the definition of the term “urgent need” to include, in a basin that requires a GSP, the
application of a local agency, GSA, or private entity operating pursuant to an MOU or other agreement with a
GSA to divert and use water determined to be available to augment the basin’s recharge to support
implementation of the basin’s sustainability goal.

This bill would authorize a temporary permit to authorize that diversions be initiated after the date of the
permit’s issuance, if the diversions are authorized during the 180-day period after diversions commence.
This billwould require an applicant to request approval of a delayed initiation period in their initial application
filing. This bill would require a permittee, if delayed initiation is authorized, to inform the State Water Board
within 10 days of commencement of diversion. This bill would require the State Water Board to list
notifications received on its website.

This bill would exempt the State Water Board’s issuance of a temporary permit to address an urgent need
from requirements of the PRC, if tribal consultation has been conducted and if the permitted diversions
occur through either of the following situations:
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1. Existing diversion infrastructure, or
2. Temporary facilities that meet specified conditions.

This bill would require the State Water Board to set fees for applications for temporary urgency permits and
would limit fees to the amount of work reasonably estimated to be required of the State Water Board to reach
a decision on an application. This bill would prohibit the State Water Board from requiring separate
applications or fees for consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of diverted water.

Section 10

This bill would authorize applications to be accepted for processing if the proposed diversion is on an
applicable stream or stream segment and the applicant proposes operating in accordance with applicable
diversion criteria.

Under this bill, a temporary permit could authorize diversion to be initiated more than 180 days after its date
of issuance but no more than 5 years later. This bill would require an applicant to request approval of a
delayed initiation period in their initial application filing. This bill would require a permittee, if delayed
initiation of diversion is authorized, to inform the State Water Board within 10 days of commencement of
diversion. This bill would require the State Water Board to list notifications received on its website.

This bill would authorize the Chief Deputy Director of Water Rights to limit diversion under temporary permits
in favor of competing temporary permits based on, but not limited to, consideration of public interest. This
bill would authorize temporary permits to be changed upon request.

Section 13

This bill would add a new way for the State Water Board to satisfy the findings required to be made before
issuing a permit. Specifically, this bill would permit the finding that water may be diverted and used without
injury to be satisfied by demonstrating that water is available for appropriation in accordance with specified
requirements.

This billwould no longer subject storage and extraction from storage in a basin pursuant to a proposed permit
to accounting methods and reporting requirements established by the State Water Board.

This bill would exempt the State Water Board’s issuance of a temporary permit to address an urgent need
from requirements of the PRC and FGC, if the volume of water is determined and tribal consultation has been
conducted as required, and the permitted diversions occur through either of the following situations:

1. Existing diversion infrastructure, or
2. Temporary facilities that meet specified conditions.

This bill would require the State Water Board to set fees for applications for temporary urgency permits and
would limit fees to the amount of work reasonably estimated to be required of the State Water Board to reach
a decision on an application. This bill would prohibit the State Water Board from requiring separate
applications or fees for consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of diverted water.

Section 14

This bill would require the State Water Board to set fees for applications for temporary urgency permits and
would limit fees to the amount of work reasonably estimated to be required of the State Water Board to reach
a decision on an application. This bill would prohibit the State Water Board from requiring separate
applications or fees for consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of diverted water.
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This bill would change what information an application for a temporary permit is required to include.
Specifically, an application could include a (1) water availability analysis that quantifies the amount of
unappropriated water available, (2) simplified water available analysis, or (3) demonstration that Section
1422 applies.

Status

Amendment History
02-17-26
This bill was introduced as a spot bill with legislative intent language.

03-19-26
This bill was amended to reflect current provisions.

Importance to the Authority

AB 2026 offers an ambitious approach to reimagining the State’s largely dysfunctional regulatory pathways
for diverting water during high-flow events for groundwater recharge. ACWA and the Legislature have
deliberated this topic multiple times in the last decade, engendering differing views on how to balance
maximizing opportunities for recharge with protections for downstream users.

Given the history of this topic, the complexity of AB 2026, and the short time available to consider the bill,
staff is recommending a “Watch and Amend” position.

Potential Amendments

AB 2026 must include a real-time Delta conditions trigger that suspends new diversion authorizations when
CVP export operations are already constrained by OMR limits, the IE Ratio, or BiOp-triggered pumping
restrictions. The bill already establishes that diversions from the San Joaquin River or its tributaries upstream
of Vernalis may only occur when the Delta is in excess water conditions — but the definition of "excess" must
be calibrated against CVP export capacity, not merely against nominal Delta outflow thresholds. A Delta that
is technically in excess for outflow purposes but simultaneously subject to OMR restrictions that curtail
exports is not, from the Authority's operational standpoint, in excess water conditions.

A.B. 2032 (Ransom), Fish and wildlife: restricted species permits.
RECOMMENDATION: Support and Amend

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Environmental and Regulatory
Compliance, Funding and Finance

Background
Existing Law

Fish and Game Code

Existing law, until January 1, 2030, prohibits a person from possessing, importing, shipping, or transporting
in the state, or from placing, planting, or causing to be placed or planted in any water within the state,
invasive mussels.
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Existing law requires a public or private agency that operates a water supply system to cooperate with the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to implement measures to avoid infestation by invasive
mussels and to control or eradicate any infestation that may occur in a water supply system, and if invasive
mussels are detected, prepare and implement a plan to control or eradicate invasive mussels within the
system, and eliminate or minimize any potential downstream transport of an invasive mussel.

Existing law prohibits the importation, transportation, possession, or live release of specified wild animals,
except under a revocable, nontransferable permit, known as a restricted species permit, issued by CDFW in
cooperation with the Department of Food and Agriculture, and only if certain requirements are met.

Existing law authorizes CDFW to issue permits, commonly known as scientific collecting permits, to take or
possess any form of plant or animal life for scientific, educational, or propagation purposes.

Food and Agricultural Code

Existing law requires every manufacturer of, importer of, or dealer in any pesticide, except as specified, to
obtain a certificate of registration from the Department of Pesticide Regulation before the pesticide is offered
for sale. Existing law requires the Director of Pesticide Regulation to endeavor to eliminate from use in the
state any pesticide that endangers the agricultural or nonagricultural environment, is not beneficial for the
purposes for which it is sold, or is misrepresented, and in carrying out this responsibility, to develop an
orderly program for the continuous evaluation of all pesticides actually registered.

Water Code

Under existing law, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and the nine California
regional water quality control boards regulate water quality and prescribe waste discharge requirements in
accordance with the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Porter-Cologne Act) and the national
pollutant discharge elimination system (NPDES) permit program.

Summary

Fish and Game Code Provisions

Operations & Maintenance Exemption

This bill would exempt a public or private agency that operates a water supply system from any permit
requirement pursuant to the chapter for maintenance and operational activities to control the spread of
golden mussels in the water supply system, including removing golden mussels from pipes, screens, filters,
and other infrastructure.

Best Management Practices

This bill would require CDFW’s Invasive Species Program, through the Golden Mussel Task Force convened
by CDFW, to develop and adopt, on or before April 1, 2027, best management practices for public and private
agencies that operate water supply systems to control the spread of golden mussels until control plans can
be developed and approved, as specified. The bill would require the best management practices to include
common maintenance and operational activities for water infrastructure, water supply systems, and water
bodies.

This bill would require CDFW to, upon request, provide guidance to public and private agencies that operate
water supply systems regarding the best management practices and update the best management practices
as necessary. The bill would encourage a public or private agency that operates a water supply system
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undertaking maintenance and operational activities to control the spread of golden mussels in the water
supply system to comply with the best management practices.

Scientific Research Guidance

This bill would require CDFW'’s Invasive Species Program, through the Golden Mussel Task Force, to develop
and adopt, by April 1, 2027, guidance for scientific research conducted by or for public and private agencies
that operate water supply systems to control the spread of golden mussels, including biology, ecology, and
feasibility studies for golden mussel prevention, mitigation, control, and eradication methods.

This bill would require the guidance to include, but not be limited to, a process for a public or private agency
that operates a water supply system to submit to CDFW a streamlined project proposal for scientific
research to control the spread of golden mussels, to which CDFW must respond with suggested best
management practices for the possession and transport of golden mussels to minimize any negative impacts
of the scientific research.

This bill would encourage a public or private agency that operates a water supply system conducting
scientific research, or having scientific research conducted on its behalf, to control the spread of golden
mussels in the water supply system to comply with the guidance provided to it in response to a project
proposal.

This bill would exempt scientific research to control the spread of golden mussels conducted by or for public
and private agencies that operate water supply systems, including, but not limited to, as part of a project
proposal, from scientific collecting permits under Section 1002 if the public or private agency participates in
the Golden Mussel Task Force, as that participation may be determined by CDFW.

CDFW Maps

This bill would require CDFW to update the spatial distribution maps of golden mussel-infested water bodies
posted on its internet website no less than quarterly based on monitoring and reported detections. The bill
would require the maps to distinguish between reported and confirmed detections of golden mussels and
include the date of the most recent map update. The bill would provide that the purpose of the maps would
be to inform water agency decisions for water supply system projects, maintenance, and operational
activities.

Food and Agricultural Code Provisions
This billwould require the Department of Pesticide Regulation to expedite the initial evaluation, reevaluation,
or continuous evaluation of any pesticide under Section 12824 if the pesticide is a chemical treatment
effective for the prevention, mitigation, control, or eradication of golden mussels in a water supply system
operated by a public or private agency.

This bill would provide that expediting includes, but is not limited to, leveraging work and analysis completed
on prior evaluations of pesticides effective for the prevention, mitigation, control, or eradication of golden
mussels to expedite similar subsequent evaluations.

Water Code Provisions

This bill would require the State Water Board and regional boards to expedite the processing of any NPDES
permit or permit modification to the extent allowable under state and federal law if the permit or permit
modification is submitted by a public or private agency that operates a water supply system in order to
control the spread of golden mussels.
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This bill would provide that expediting includes, but is not limited to, all of the following:

a. Assisting applicants with permit preparation and submittal.

b. Allowing applicants to coordinate and streamline submission of permits.

c. Leveraging work and analysis completed on prior permits to expedite the review of similar
subsequent permits.

d. Using any available emergency or urgency procedures with shortened timelines to process,
review, and approve permits.

Status
Amendment History

2-17-2026
As introduced, the bill was a spot bill related to the import and transportation of species.
3-19-2026

On March 19, the bill was amended to its current form.

Importance to the Authority

Invasive mussels can impact water delivery systems by clogging small-diameter pipelines, screens, and
filters, and alter aquatic ecosystems by filter-feeding on planktonic algae and changing habitat structure. For
water agencies, an uncontrolled infestation could mean costly infrastructure damage, reduced water
delivery capacity, and disrupted treatment operations.

The Delta already has a well-documented pelagic food web crisis. Phytoplankton are an important and
limiting food source in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, and the decline of phytoplankton biomass is one
potential factor in the decline of the protected delta smelt and other pelagic organisms. The mechanism
driving that phytoplankton collapse is bivalve filter-feeding: invasive bivalves such as Corbicula fluminea and
Potamocorbula amurensis have been shown to control phytoplankton biomass in several locations
throughout the system.

Golden mussels make this dramatically worse. The golden mussel is a voracious plankton feeder that may
further reduce the food supply for delta smelt and other plankton-feeding fishes in low salinity environments.
Its effect on fishes may be similar to that of the overbite clam (Potamocorbula amurensis), which has been
a major cause of pelagic fish declines in the Delta since the early 1980s. Golden mussels will likely colonize
the fresher parts of the Delta and spread upstream as far as boats travel, thereby occupying a part of the
watershed where nonnative overbite clams, limited by salinity, drop out. In other words, golden mussels are
not merely adding to an existing stressor — they arefilling one habitat gap that had partially buffered the food
web collapse.

Creating streamlined permitting processes for golden mussel mitigation treatment and scientific research
would more appropriately recognize the scope and scale of the issue facing the Bay-Delta watershed
ecosystem and communities reliant on facilities that convey water from that watershed. This bill seeks to
identify the most significant gaps and create a framework for rapid response and permit streamlining that is
sufficient with the urgency of the moment.

For these reasons, staff recommends a “Support and Amend” position.
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A.B. 2218 (Kalra), Water policy: California Native American tribes.
RECOMMENDATION: Oppose Unless Amended

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Water Quality and Resource Management,
Environmental and Regulatory Compliance, Funding and Finance

Existing Law
Water Code Section 106 declares that it is the established policy of the State that the use of water for
domestic purposes is the highest use of water and that the next highest use is for irrigation.

Water Code Section 106.3, California’s Human Right to Water (HRWL), declares it the established policy of
the State that every human being has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water adequate for
human consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes. Existing law requires all relevant state agencies,
including the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and Department of Water Resources
(DWR), to consider this state policy when revising, adopting, or establishing policies, regulations, and grant
criteria.

Summary

This billwould declare that it is the established policy of the State to acknowledge and correct the inequities
caused by state-sanctioned actions of termination, removal, and assimilation inflicted upon all California
Native American tribes through compensation, legal recognition of rights, or replacement of benefits lost.

This bill would require all relevant state agencies, including the State Water Board and DWR, to consider and
incorporate this policy when revising, adopting, or establishing rights, policies, regulations, permits, or grant
criteria to address identified inequities.

Status

A.B. 2218 was introduced on February 19, 2026, as a spot bill and is currently pending before the Committee
on Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials and Water, Parks and Wildlife.

Staff Comments

AB 2218 is one of several bills introduced this legislative session addressing tribal policy. The bill’s language
closely mirrors that of other existing state policies, namely California’s HRWL, in creating administrative
directives to state agencies to consider a statewide policy when establishing specific policies and
regulations.

The author’s office has indicated that the impetus of this proposed legislation is a preliminary injunction filed
in Kings County Farm bureau et al., v. State Water Resources Control Bd., a case where the dispute focuses
on whether the State can override local groundwater management. The court found that implementation of
the State Water Board’s Racial Equity Resolution (Resolution)' was an example of overreach. According to
the author’s office, “[the Resolution], among many other things, condemns racial injustice and
acknowledges the barriers Tribes encounter when attempting to access ancestral waters. While the

! https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2021/rs2021_0050.pdf
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injunction was later overturned, this situation demonstrates the need for statutory backing of the state’s
efforts to correct water-related inequities.” The Author’s office is open to feedback.

The Evolution of Statewide Tribal Policies in Recent Years

The State has increasingly memorialized the importance of recognizing and collaborating with California
Native American Tribes through executive orders, resolutions, reports, formal engagement policies and
consultation policies.

The State Water Board’s Resolution, which was adopted in November 2021, affirms the State Water Board’s
commitment to racial equity and directs staff to undertake a variety of actions to achieve racial equity
throughout State Water Board programs and activities. Primary among those actions is the implementation
of a Racial Equity Action Plan. Within the Resolution, the State Water Board acknowledges that “The
colonization, displacement, and genocide of Native American people in the United States have contributed
to the loss of water resource and watershed management practices that supported Native American
people’s traditional food sources and ways of life.”

Similarly, DWR and the California Natural Resources Agency both have tribal engagement/consultation
policies that encourage early engagement and collaboration with California Tribes.

Seeking A Path Forward

Tribal policy is a highly sensitive issue due to a combination of historic exclusion, legal complexities
surrounding superior senior, or Winters rights, competition for scarce resources, environmental impacts,
and regulatory conflicts. Given this sensitivity, it is imperative that ACWA navigate the policy landscape
strategically and also take into consideration the Legislature’s earnest interest in furthering policy in this
space.

There is consensus among ACWA and its partner associations that the bill is broadly written and could have
significant far-reaching impacts, including by creating legal uncertainty for state agencies and project
proponents. Each association is still in the process of determining how the bill will impact their members
specifically and where they will land in terms of a position.

The State has progressively moved toward enhancing collaboration with California Native American Tribes,
including formally acknowledging the historical wrongdoings so it is not surprising that the State Legislature
would want to create an established policy for the state.

ACWA recommends working with its members on language that addresses the potentially broad unintended
consequences for permitting and regulatory processes. A good start would be to look at the language in
California’s HRWL, which includes the following and is absent from AB 2218: “The implementation of this
section shall not infringe on the rights or responsibilities of any public water system.”

ACWA staff recommend forming a working group to explore the impacts of this bill, and other Tribal related
bills introduced this year, on public water agencies, identify potential amendments that address those
concerns, and find an avenue that will allow the state to address cultural and social inequities while also
considering the regulatory impacts of these policies.

Importance to the Authority
This billincludes broad, vague language that could create significant legal uncertainty for state agencies and
project proponents. This bill would apply to “all” relevant state agencies, including the State Water Board
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and DWR, and could subject virtually every permitting or regulatory action to new claims that inequities must
be acknowledged and corrected.

Of particular concern is the bill’s requirement that state agencies address inequities through compensation,
legal recognition of rights, or replacement of benefits lost. While the goal of this language is certainly
laudable, the language is undefined and potentially expansive. Furthermore, it is unclear how exactly an
agency would be expected to implement this policy. Without clear standards, guardrails, or limits, this bill
could expose state agencies and permit applicants to an increase in litigation, project delay, and financial
challenges.

Staff recommends joining an ACWA led working group to explore the bill’s impact on public water agencies
and to identify potential amendments to address those concerns and recommends an Oppose Unless
Amended position, to align position with that coalition effort.

A.B. 2630 (Bennett), Water diversion and use: adoption of regulations.

RECOMMENDATION: Oppose

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Environmental and Regulatory Compliance
Funding and Finance

Existing Law

Existing law authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to adopt regulations
requiring measurement and reporting of water diversion and use by persons, including, among others, those
authorized to appropriate water under a permit, a license, a registration for small domestic, smallirrigation,
or livestock stockpond use, or a certificate for livestock stockpond use (water measurement and reporting
regulations).

For the initial regulations, existing law requires that they be adopted as emergency regulations and provides
that the emergency regulations remain in effect until revised by the state board. Existing law also exempts
the initial regulations from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Summary

This bill would require any water measurement and reporting regulations to be adopted as emergency
regulations that would remain in effect until revised by the board. This bill would also permanently exempt
these regulations from CEQA.

Status
This legislation was introduced on February 20, 2026, has been amended and re-referred to the Committee
on Natural Resources on March 24.

Importance to the Authority

AB 2630 would require any water measurement and reporting regulations to be adopted as emergency
regulations that would remain in effect until revised by the State Water Board. While there is existing
precedent for this process for other kinds of policies at the State Water Board and DWR, that does not make
this good public policy. The regulatory process allows for appropriate public comment and review periods as
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well as oversight by the Office of Administrative Law that would otherwise not occur in an emergency
regulation rulemaking that remains in effect.

Water agencies are in the process of adapting to the current requirements of the water management and
reporting regulations. Emergency regulations would likely have a tight timeline for implementation, if the
updated regulations required something like installing a new measurement station that would be infeasible
to do in a timely manner. This is especially concerning since the State Water Board had to withdraw their
regulations, in part, to adjustimplementation timelines. Water agencies rely on consistency in requirements
to plan for out years and make investments in technology and equipment. Without longer timelines for
consideration and opportunity to seek delayed implementation of new requirements, water agencies may
be forced to retire functional assets or purchase and use new equipment on an infeasible timeline.

A.B. 2728 (Soria), Open and Transparent Water Data Act.
RECOMMENDATION: Support and Amend

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Environmental and Regulatory
Compliance, Funding and Finance, Stakeholder Engagement and Communication

Summary

AB 2728 (Soria) is a compact, technically modest amendment to the Open and Transparent Water Data Act
that carries outsized long-term strategic value for the Authority. Its two operative provisions — adding
management action efficacy as an explicit purpose of water data integration, and requiring unified hatchery
production, release, and escapement data on the statewide platform by August 2027 — directly address the
informational gaps that produce precautionary CVP export restrictions under the ESA BiOps.

Better, faster hatchery origin data at the population level reduces the frequency of OMR curtailments
triggered by uncertainty about whether salvaged fish are of hatchery or natural origin.

Status

The legislation was introduced on February 20, 2026, amended into its current form on March 19, 2026, and
has been re-referred to the Committee on Water, Parks, and Wildlife.

Importance to the Authority
The bill establishes a data infrastructure that is explicitly designed to evaluate management action efficacy.

Hatchery-origin fish are currently determined by the absence of an adipose fin or the presence of a coded
wire tag — a physical identification method that requires fish to be caught at salvage facilities before
hatchery or natural origin can be confirmed, meaning that real-time OMR management decisions are often
made using preliminary loss estimates that are later revised as genetic data becomes available. When those
preliminary estimates trigger export curtailments that are subsequently shown to have been based on
misidentified hatchery fish, the Authority bears an operational cost — reduced deliveries — with no
corresponding biological benefit.

AB 2728's integrated hatchery data platform provides the infrastructure to reduce this problem over time by
enabling faster, more reliable hatchery origin determinations at the population level. Critically, the "efficacy"
language in the bill also creates a statutory mandate for the platform to document cases where management
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actions are triggered by data that is later revised — building an empirical record that the Authority can use to
advocate in BiOp proceedings for more refined trigger thresholds that distinguish more precisely between
hatchery and natural-origin loss before export curtailments are imposed.

The Authority should also note that the bill's federal data integration requirements — specifically the
requirement to include USFWS and NOAA Fisheries hatchery production and escapement data — creates a
vehicle for resolving longstanding data-sharing friction between state and federal agencies. Disagreements
between state and federal hatchery production and monitoring data have historically created ambiguity in
joint operations meetings that the Authority's staff must navigate; a unified platform reduces that ambiguity
and improves the factual basis for real-time operational decisions.

For these reasons, staff recommends a “Support and Amend” position.

A.C.A. 11 (Macedo), California Water Resiliency Act.
RECOMMENDATION: Support
POLICY SCOPE: Funding and Finance

Summary

ACA 11, the California Water Resiliency Act, is a proposed constitutionalamendment that would add Section
8 to Article X of the California Constitution, requiring the State Treasurer to annually transfer an amount equal
to 1% of all state General Fund revenues to a newly created Water Conveyance and Capacity Infrastructure
Fund. Moneys in the fund would be continuously appropriated to the California Water Commission for its
actual costs of implementing the provisions and for administering grants for the entitlement, repair, design,
and construction of water infrastructure projects that will maintain or expand the availability of clean, safe
drinking water for homes and businesses, and water for agricultural uses, consistent with area of origin water
rights.

Status

As a constitutional amendment, ACA 11 must pass both chambers of the Legislature with a two-thirds vote
before being placed on the statewide ballot for voter ratification. The bill was introduced March 24, 2025, is
a partisan bill carried by Republicans, and may be heard in committee as early as April 24, 2025.

Importance to the Authority

ACA 11 is among the most consequential water supply reliability proposals the Authority has encountered in
a generation, because it would constitutionalize a dedicated, recurring, non-discretionary funding stream
for water infrastructure at a scale no prior bond measure has matched on a sustained basis. At current
General Fund revenue levels of approximately $225-$230 billion annually, a 1% continuous transfer would
generate roughly $2.2-$2.3 billion per year — every year — for water conveyance and capacity infrastructure.

The Authority's water supply reliability challenge is precisely the kind of problem ACA 11 is designed to
address. The Delta-Mendota Canal will receive $235 million under the One Big Beautiful Bill for rehabilitation
of the canal, including raising canal embankments, repairing check structures, and advancing potential
construction of a new concrete-lined canal segment, while the San Luis Canal will receive $50 million to
address subsidence issues affecting water delivery reliability. These are critical investments, but they are
one-time and federally driven. ACA 11's constitutional fund would create a permanent state counterpart —
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enabling the Authority to plan multi-decade infrastructure programs on the basis of reliable annual state
appropriations rather than cyclical bond measures or federal budget processes. ACA 11 may be the most
important long-term financing measure the Authority is likely to see in the current decade.

For these reasons, staff recommends a “Support” position.
S.B. 872 (McNerney), Climate change: funding priorities.
RECOMMENDATION: Watch and Amend

POLICY SCOPE: Water Supply Reliability, Water Quality and Resource Management,
Climate Adaptation and Resilience, Funding and Finance

Background

Existing Law

Existing law, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009 (Delta Reform Act), provides thatitis the
intent of the Legislature to provide for the sustainable management of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
ecosystem, to provide for a more reliable water supply for the state, to protect and enhance the quality of
water supply from the Delta, as defined, and to establish a governance structure that will direct efforts
across state agencies to develop a legally enforceable Delta Plan.

Existing law establishes in the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) the Department of Water
Resources (DWR). Existing law establishes in the agency the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy to
act as a primary state agency to implement ecosystem restoration in the Delta and to support efforts that
advance environmental protection and the economic well-being of Delta residents.

Summary

This bill would establish the Delta Levees and Canal Subsidence Fund (Fund) in the State Treasury. The Fund
may receive state moneys, including, but not limited to: General Fund, special funds, the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund (GGRF), or bond funding. The Fund may accept moneys from nonstate resources, including
federal and private money.

This Fund would be available upon appropriation for the following purposes, subject to availability of funding,
up to the following amounts until the 2046-47 fiscal year:

1. Up to $150,000 to DWR for capital improvements to restore the original design water conveyance
capacity for state water conveyance systems that have been impacted by subsidence; and,

2. Up to $150,000 to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy (Conservancy) to improve
existing levees.

The bill would provide guidelines for prioritization and implementation of the expenditure of these funds for
both purposes, as specified. If there are insufficient funds the Secretary of CNRA would determine a
proportional reduction in allocations. The bill would prohibit these funds from being expended for any
additional Delta Conveyance facilities, as specified.
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Status

Amendment History

01-06-2026

As introduced, the bill stated that it would make nonsubstantive changes to the provisions regarding
construction or enlargement of any new dam or reservoir without written approval of plans and
specifications from DWR.

02-18-2026

As amended on February 18, the bill would have appropriated $300 million from the GGRF annually, until
2047, for purposes of water conveyance to the DWR and levee improvements to the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta Conservancy.

03-19-2026

As amended on March 19, the bill would establish the Delta Levees and Canal Subsidence Fund in the State
Treasury to appropriate $300 million annually, until 2047, for purposes of water conveyance improvements
to DWR and levee improvements to the Delta Conservancy.

Importance to the Authority

SB 872 is the most significant state water infrastructure finance bill to advance in Sacramento in years, and
it is directly pointed at the two physical vulnerabilities that most acutely threaten the Authority's ability to
deliver water: Delta levee failure and conveyance capacity lost from subsidence. From the Authority's
perspective, SB 872 requires targeted advocacy on three fronts: ensuring CVP-dependent federal
infrastructure is eligible for funding, securing equitable program governance, and protecting the Authority
from any interpretation of the bill's Delta Tunnel prohibition that could constrain legitimate CVP operational
improvements.

For these reasons, staff recommends a “Watch and Amend” position.

Recommended Amendments

The bill as introduced directs funding exclusively to SWP infrastructure. The SWP doesn't exist in a vacuum
— it works in coordination with the CVP, each providing operational benefits to the other in a variety of
locations and at varying times of the year. SB 872 should be expanded to include the opportunity for funding
to be allocated for infrastructure facilities owned by the federal government that improve the state's overall
system reliability. The Authority must advocate for explicit CVP eligibility in the subsidence repair funding
stream, or at minimum a joint state-federal coordination mechanism that ensures DWR's $150 million
annual investment optimizes system-wide conveyance capacity rather than SWP capacity in isolation.

Guidelines for Taking Positions on Legislation

Anumber of controversialbills are introduced in the Congress and in the California Legislature. It is important
to understand how the Authority takes positions on legislation.

Policy
By Agenda Item 7, dated December 12, 2025, the Board adopted the Policy Framework and Fiscal Year 2027
Policy Action Plan.
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Water Authority's Positions on Legislation

The Water Authority takes positions on legislation that, if enacted, would impact Water Authority members,
consistent with Water Authority Board adopted Goals and Objectives in the Strategic Plan, as implemented
through the Policy Framework and Annual Policy Action Plan.

The Water Authority may take the following positions on legislation: Oppose, Support, Oppose Unless
Amended, Support if Amended, Support and Amend, Not Favor, Favor, Not Favor Unless Amended, Favor if
Amended, Favor and Amend, and Watch (neutral).

The Water Authority’s staff and consultants testify and advocate with legislators and staff through direct
meetings and coordination of member agency contacts on all positions except Watch, Favor and Not Favor.
For Favor and Not Favor positions, written communication of the Water Authority’s position is provided to
the legislator, the Water Authority’s delegation, and relevant Committees.

Nothing in this section should be read to preclude the Executive Director or his or her delegee from taking an
informal support or informal oppose position on behalf of the Water Authority that is consistent with the
Policy Framework and Annual Policy Action Plan, or to preclude the Executive Director from communicating
a position on emergency legislation after obtaining the concurrence of the Chair, or the Chair’s designee,
provided that the Executive Director informs the Board regarding such positions on emergency legislation no
later than the next regularly scheduled Board meeting.

Amendment Development Process

If the Water Authority takes a position contingent on amendments, the Water Authority will typically discuss
the concepts for the amendments at the meeting. Then Water Authority staff, in consultation with
Committee and/or Board Members as needed, will develop the amendments after the meeting.

Information Sharing

To provide adequate information to the entire Water Authority membership, the Water Authority provides
legislative updates, posts positions and other information on our website, and sends out advisories and
alerts on key legislation.

The Water Authority’s legislative department is available to provide specific information on bills on request
and Board Members are encouraged to communicate Water Authority positions on priority legislation in
meetings with legislative staff, consistent with Water Authority policy. The Water Authority’s Water Policy
Director appreciates being informed by Water Authority members of positions taken by Water Authority
members on legislation.
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BILL TEXT

27|Page




CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1754

Introduced by Assembly Member Pacheco
(Coauthor: Senator Allen)

February 9, 2026

An act to amend Sections 19967 and 19999 of the Education Code,
and to amend Sections 16724 and 16786, and to add Section 16724.2
to, the Government Code, relating to public finance.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1754, as introduced, Pacheco. State general obligation bonds:
requirements.

Existing law, the State General Obligation Bond Law, generally sets
forth the procedures for the issuance and sale of bonds governed by its
provisions and for the disbursal of the proceeds of the sale of those
bonds. Existing law specifies various provisions required for inclusion
in abond act. Existing law requires any state bond measure approved
on or after January 1, 2004, to be subject to an annual reporting process,
with the head of the lead state agency administering the bond proceeds
reporting certain information about the projects being funded to the
Legislature and the Department of Finance. Existing law permits this
information to be provided on the agency’ sinternet website or the state’'s
open data portal under certain circumstances. Existing law authorizes
the costs of the report to be included in the cost of administering the
bond act unless prohibited by the bond act.

For any state general obligation bond measure that is approved by
voters on and after January 1, 2027, this bill would require a bond act
to include specified information about the objectives of the bond
expenditure and related data. The bill would also require the head of
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the lead state agency administering the bond to post on its internet
website a notification that contains, among other information, details
about the programs and projects authorized to be funded by the bond.
The bill would require each state agency subject to these provisions to
provide a written report to the Department of Finance, the Legidative
Analyst, and specified legislative committees that contains certain
information regarding the general obligation bond, in accordance with
the above-described provision permitting thisinformation to be provided
on the agency’s internet website or the state’s online data portal. The
bill would require the report to include, among other information,
whether the project, grant, or other expenditure of bond proceeds has
been done in a timely manner. The bill would require a bond act to
include aprovision requiring the cost of the report to be included in the
cost of administering the bond act, and would require the cost of
compliance with the above-described report requirements be included
in the cost of administering the bond act. The bill would also make
non-substantive and conforming changes to certain cross-references.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Thisact shall be known, and may be cited, asthe
2 Bond Outcomes and Reporting Act.

3 SEC. 2. (a) The Legidature finds and declares al of the
4 following:

5 (1) Uponapproval by Californiavoters, genera obligation bonds
6 areusedto makeimportant investmentsin the state’sinfrastructure
7 and to meet specific funding needs.

8 (2) Asthefourthlargest economy intheworld, and with nearly
9 40,000,000 in population, California needs to make ongoing
10 investmentsin itsinfrastructure.

11  (3) Bond expenditures and related information should be
12 provided to votersto promote greater transparency and trust of the
13 voters who approve bond funding for the purpose of ensuring a
14 vital infrastructure future for California.

15  (4) The public should be assured that bond funds will be used
16 asthevotersintended.

17 (5) Bond funds should be spent efficiently, effectively, and in
18 the best interests of Californians.
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(6) Accountability regarding the expenditure of bond funds
begins with establishing criteria for determining whether the
intended outcomes are being achieved.

(7) Ongoing updates and auditing completed projects can help
determine that the bond expenditures were consistent with the
established criteriaand all applicable laws.

(8) Accountability consists of ensuring bond expenditures
contribute to long-lasting, meaningful improvements to critical
infrastructure in this state, as well as providing the public with
readily accessibleinformation about how the bondsthey approved
and are paying for are being spent annually.

(b) Therefore, it isthe intent of the Legislature to accomplish
all of the following:

(1) Ensure general obligation bond dollars are expended after
specified objectives are established for the expenditure of those
bond dollars.

(2) Ensurethat theinternet websiteinformation required by this
act provides the public with ready access to information on how
bond proceeds are being utilized and are meeting their intended
goals and objectives.

(3) Establish criteriafor the expenditure of bond fundsto ensure
that the state achieves the intended outcomes of those bond
expenditures.

(4) When expending bond funds, not only should the public
body comply with the authorizing bond act, the State General
Obligation Bond Law, and other applicable state and federal laws,
those expenditures should meet clear accountability criteria to
ensure that bond proceeds are spent efficiently, effectively, andin
the best interests of California.

(5 Reimburse additional coststo an agency from bond funding.

SEC. 3. Section 19967 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

19967. (a) A facility, or the part thereof, acquired, constructed,
remodeled, or rehabilitated with grants received pursuant to this
chapter shall be dedicated to public library direct service use for
a period of not less than 20 years following completion of the
project, or the useful life of the building, whichever islonger.

(b) If the facility, or part thereof, acquired, constructed,
remodeled, or rehabilitated with grants received pursuant to this
chapter ceases to be used for public library direct service prior to
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the expiration of the period specified in subdivision (a), the board
shall be entitled to recover from the grant recipient or the
recipient’s successor in the maintenance of the facility, an amount
which bears the same ratio to the value of the facility, or the
appropriate part thereof, at thetimeit ceased to be used from public
library direct service asthe amount of the grant bore to the cost of
the facility or appropriate part thereof. For purposes of this
subdivision, the value of thefacility, or the appropriate part thereof,
shall be determined by the mutual agreement of the parties, or
through an action brought for that purpose in the superior court.

() The board may release the grant recipient or the recipient’s
successor in the maintenance of the facility from its obligation
under subdivision (a), and waive the requirements of subdivision
(b), if the board determines that so doing would not diminish the
quality of public library service in the community served by the
facility.

(d) Notwithstanding-sabdivisier{f) paragraph (6) of subdivision
(a) of Section 16724 of the Government Code, moneys recovered
pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be deposited in the fund, and shall
be available for the purpose of awarding grants for other projects.

SEC. 4. Section 19999 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

19999. (a) A facility, or the part thereof, acquired, constructed,
or remodeled, or rehabilitated with grants received pursuant to this
chapter shall be dedicated to public library direct service use for
a period of not less than 20 years following completion of the
project.

(b) Theinterest of the stateinland or afacility, or both, pursuant
to the funding of a project under this chapter, as described in
subdivision (a), may betransferred by the State Librarian from the
land or facility, or both, for which that funding was granted to a
replacement site and facility acquired or constructed for the purpose
of providing public library direct service.

(c) If the facility, or any part thereof, acquired, constructed,
remodeled, or habilitated with grants received pursuant to this
chapter ceasesto be used for public library direct service prior to
the expiration of the period specified in subdivision (a), the board
is entitled to recover, from the grant recipient or the recipient’s
successor in the maintenance of the facility, an amount that bears
the same ratio to the value of the facility, or the appropriate part
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thereof, at the time it ceased to be used for public library direct
service as the amount of the grant bore to the cost of the facility
or the appropriate part thereof. For purposes of this subdivision,
the value of the facility, or the appropriate part thereof, is
determined by the mutual agreement of the board and the grant
recipient or successor, or through an action brought for that purpose
in the superior court.

(d) Notwithstanding-sabdivisienr{f) paragraph (6) of subdivision
(a) of Section 16724 of the Government Code, any money
recovered pursuant to subdivision (c) shall be deposited in the
fund, and shall be available for the purpose of awarding grantsfor
other projects.

SEC. 5. Section 16724 of the Government Code is amended
to read:

16724. Fhe-(a) For any state bond measure approved by the
voters before January 1, 2027, the bond act shall contain all of the
following provisions:

12

(1) A statement of the total amount of bonds authorized to be
issued and the purpose for which the proceeds from the sale of the
bonds may be used.

(2) The creation of a committee and fund, and the naming of
the board as these items are defined in Section 16722.

{e)

(3) A statement that the bonds are valid obligations of the state
and apledge of thefull faith and credit of the state for the punctual
payment of both principal and interest thereof.

(4) An appropriation from the General Fund in the State
Treasury of the sum annually as shall be necessary to pay the
principal and interest on the bonds asthey become due and payable.

©

(5) A requirement that there be collected annually in the same
manner and at the same time as other state revenueis collected the
sum, in addition to the ordinary revenues of the state, asisrequired
to pay the principal and interest on the bonds; and a provision
making it the duty of all officers charged by law with any duty in
regard to the collections of the revenue to do and perform each
and every act which is necessary to collect that additional sum.
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(6) If the bond act providesthat thefund shall have any receipts
other than the proceeds of the sale of bonds, the proceeds of interim
financing, or theinvestment earnings on the proceeds of bond sales
or interim financing, then the bond act shall also specify whether
those receipts shall be transferred to the General Fund as a
reimbursement for debt service payments or be used for the same
purpose for which the proceeds of the sale of the bonds may be
used.

()

(7) A provisionincorporating the provisions of this chapter, and
a declaration that the provisions hereof are included in the act as
though set out in full therein.

Ry

(8) A statement that the bonds may be refunded in accordance
with Article 6 (commencing with Section 16780), and that approval
of the authorization of the bonds by the electorsincludes approval
of any bondsissued to refund the bonds originally issued.

0}

(9) A statement that notwithstanding any other provision of the
bond act, or of the State General Obligation Bond Law (Chapter
4 (commencing with Section 16720) of Part 3 of Division 4 of
Title 2 of the Government Code), if the Treasurer sells bonds
pursuant to this bond act that include a bond counsel opinion to
the effect that the interest on the bonds is excluded from gross
income for federal tax purposes under designated conditions, the
Treasurer may maintain separate accounts for the bond proceeds
invested and the investment earnings on those proceeds, and may
use or direct the use of those proceeds or earnings to pay any
rebate, penalty, or other payment required under federal law, or
take any other action with respect to the investment and use of
those bond proceeds, as may be required or desirable under federal
law in order to maintain the tax-exempt status of those bonds and
to obtain any other advantage under federal law on behalf of the
funds of this state.

)

(10) A statement that the board may request the Pooled Money
Investment Board to make a loan from the Pooled Money
Investment Account, in accordance with Section 16312, for the
purposes of carrying out the bond act. The amount of the request
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shall not exceed the amount of the unsold bonds that the committee
has by resol ution authorized to be sold for the purpose of carrying
out the bond act. The board shall execute any documents required
by the Pooled Money Investment Board to obtain and repay the
loan. Any amounts loaned shall be deposited in the fund to be
alocated by the board in accordance with the bond act.

(b) For any state bond measure approved by the voters on or
after January 1, 2027, the bond act shall contain the provisions
specified in subdivision (a), in addition to a provision requiring
the costs of the report, as specified in Section 16724.2, to be
included in the cost of administering the bond act.

SEC. 6. Section 16724.2 is added to the Government Code, to
read:

16724.2. (a) For any state bond measure approved by thevoters
on and after January 1, 2027, the bond act shall include all of the
following:

(1) Specific goals, purposes, and objectives that the bond
expenditure is intended to achieve.

(2) Detailed performanceindicatorsfor the public to have when
measuring whether the bond expenditure meetsthe goa's, purposes,
and objectives established.

(3) Data collection requirements to enable the public to
determine whether the bond expenditure is meeting, failing to
meet, or exceeding those specific goals, purposes, and objectives.

(4) Specific dataand baseline measurementsto be collected and
remitted annually while the bond is being expended.

(b) Thecriteriaestablished shall evaluate the intended outcomes
of the bond both at the issuance of the bond and once the funded
projects are compl eted.

(c) The head of the lead state agency administering the bond
shall post on its internet website a notification that contains the
items set forth in subdivision (a). This notification shall include,
but not be limited to, the following information:

(1) Anoverview of the various programsand projects authorized
to be funded by the bond.

(2) A summary of the status of bond use by major program
category.

(3) Anexplanation of the accountability criteriathat will govern
the use of the bond funds.
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(4) Detalled information about bond use by program or
individual infrastructure project.

(5) Objectives of the program or project to be funded by the
bond.

(d) Any relevant state agency shall cooperate in the
implementation of this section.

() (1) Eachlead state agency that is subject to this section shall
provide a written report to the Department of Finance, the
Legidlative Analyst, the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the
Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review that, a a
minimum, sets forth the following information regarding the
general obligation bond:

(A) Whether the project, grant, or other expenditure of bond
proceeds has been done in atimely and efficient manner.

(B) Whether the project, grant, or other expenditure of bond
proceeds has or has not achieved its intended purpose.

(C) Whether the project, grant, or other expenditure of bond
proceedswas donein compliance with all statutory and regulatory
requirements.

(2) The written report required pursuant to paragraph (1) shall
also be posted conspicuously on the state agency’ sinternet website,
in accordance with subdivision (c) of Section 16724.4.

(3) The report required pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be
submitted in compliance with Section 9795.

(f) The cost of the report, as specified in subdivision (e), shall
be included in the cost of administering the bond act as provided
in subdivision (b) of Section 16724.

SEC. 7. Section 16786 of the Government Code is amended
to read:

16786. This article applies only to the refunding of bonds
authorized at a statewide election held after the effective date of
this article pursuant to a bond act expressly mentioning the right
of the state to refund the bonds so authorized. In any such bond
act, the provisions included therein pursuant to-subdivisiens-{€);
{d)H{e)y-and{H) paragraphs (3), (4), (5), and (6) of subdivision (a)
of Section 16724 apply to refundi ng bonds to the same extent and
in the same manner as those provisions applied to the bonds being
refunded.

O
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ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1772

Introduced by Assembly Member Papan
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Ransom)
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Avila Farias, Bains, Boerner,
Caloza, Gallagher, Jeff Gonzalez, Hart -Ransom; Celeste Rodriguez,
Rogers, and Blanca Rubio)

February 9, 2026

An act to amend Sections 2301 and 2303 of, and to add Section 2304
to, the Fish and Game Code, relating to fish and wildlife.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1772, as amended, Papan. Fish and wildlife—aguatie invasive
speetes—gotden mussels.

Existing law, until January 1, 2030, generally prohibits a person from
possessing, importing, shipping, or transporting in the state, or from
placing, planting, or causing to be placed or planted in any water in
the state, invasive mussels. Existing law requires a public or private
agency that operates a water supply system to cooperate with the
Department of Fish and WIdlife to implement measures to avoid
infestation by invasive mussels and to control or eradicate any
infestation that may occur in a water supply system. Existing law
reguires, if invasive mussels are detected, the operator of a water supply
systemto, in cooperation with the department, prepare and implement
a plan to control or eradicate invasive mussels within the system, and
eliminate or minimize any potential downstreamtransport of an invasive
mussel. Existing law requires, on or before December 31, 2026, the
department to review all approved plans and require all plans that do
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not specifically address all invasive mussel speciesknown to be present
in bodies of water in the state as of January 1, 2026, to be updated or
revised appropriately to include all invasive mussel species, on or before
September 30, 2027. Existing law requires every invasive mussel species
to be addressed in a plan no later than 180 days from the date that the
speciesislisted in a certain regulation. Existing law defines “ invasive
mussel” for these purposes as any nonnative detrimental mussel, as
provided.

Under existing law, except as otherwise provided, any violation of
the Fish and Game Code, or of any rule, regulation, or order made or
adopted under the code, isa crime.

Thishbill would require the department to require water supply system
operators to update their plans to address all invasive mussel species
present in the operator’'s water system as of January 1, 2026, as
provided. The bill would require a plan to address every invasive mussel
species detected in a water supply system after January 1, 2026, no
later than 180 days from the date the speciesis detected. The bill would
require a plan to minimize or eliminate the spread of invasive mussels.
The bill would revise the definition of “ invasive mussel” to mean any
nonnative biofouling mussel, as provided. By expanding the scope of a
crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

This bill would require the department, in consultation with the
Department of Parks and Recreation and the Department of Food and
Agriculture, to develop a voluntary framework to prevent the overland
spread of invasive mussels through the conveyance of watercraft
overland. The bill would require the framework to include specified
elements, including, among other elements, minimum standards for
watercraft inspection, decontamination, and quarantine and a banding
program or other mechanisms by which to confirm the inspection,
decontamination, or quarantine status of a watercratft.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei mbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act
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ot A . oo
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (@) TheLegidature finds and declares all of the
following:

(1) Aquatic invasive species, including the golden mussel,
threaten the ecological health, recreational value, and operational
integrity of California’'s lakes, rivers, reservoirs, and water
conveyance facilities.

(2) Effortsto control or prevent the spread of the golden mussel
and other aguatic invasive species result in extensive operational
and economic impactsto water delivery and hydropower, and have
increasingly limited public access to recreational opportunities
such as boating, fishing, and other water-dependent activities.

(3 The increasing costs of mandatory decontamination,
guarantine requirements, and aquatic invasive species fees are
disproportionately paid for by the recreational boating community,
which cannot bear alone the financia responsibility of managing
this statewide threat.

(4) The Harbors and Watercraft Revolving Fund, established
in Section 85 of the Harbors and Navigation Code, is structurally
imbalanced and remains in deficit, thereby requiring the
identification and adoption of aternative and sustainable funding
sources to support statewide aquatic invasive species prevention
and mitigation programs.
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(5 Establishing uniform statewide standards for vessel
decontamination, including standards applicabl e to both motorized
and nonmotorized paddlecraft, along with asystem of information
sharing and reciprocity among waterbodies, will improve
efficiency, protect natural resources, and support California’s
economic and recreational interests.

(b) It is the intent of the Legisature—te—enact—subsequent

ishati in enacting this bill to accomplish-a both

of the following:

(1) Create a statewide database to voluntarily track the
movement of vessels, equipment, and other vectors among
California waterbodies, providing waterbody managers with
accurate information on the prior contamination status of these
vessels.

(2) Develop asystem of reciprocity that recognizes and honors
certifications of decontamination for vessalsand equipment moving
between noninfested waterbodies, thereby facilitating safe

(c) Itistheintent of the Legidlature to subsequently amend this
bill to identify and implement, to the extent feasible, alternative
and equitable funding sources beyond fees imposed on the
recreational boating community, such as assessments on
commercial activities, including on international cargo shipping
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operations that may impact the introduction of aquatic invasive
species to California waters.

SEC. 2. Section 2301 of the Fish and Game Code is amended
to read:

2301. () (1) Except asauthorized by the department, aperson
shall not possess, import, ship, or transport in the state, or place,
plant, or cause to be placed or planted in any water within the state,
invasive mussels.

(2) The director or the director’'s designee may do al of the
following:

(A) Conduct inspections of conveyances, which includevehicles,
boats and other watercraft, containers, and trailers, that may carry
or contain adult or larval invasive mussels. Included as part of this
authority to conduct inspections is the authority to temporarily
stop conveyancesthat may carry or contain adult or larval invasive
mussels on any roadway or waterway in order to conduct
inspections.

(B) Order that areas in a conveyance that contain water be
drained, dried, or decontaminated pursuant to procedures approved
by the department.

(C) Impound or quarantine conveyancesin locations designated
by the department for the period of time necessary to ensure that
invasive mussels can no longer live on or in the conveyance.

(D) (i) Conduct inspections of waters of the state and facilities
located within waters of the state that may contain invasive
mussels. If invasive mussels are detected or may be present, the
director or the director’s designee may order the affected waters
or facilities closed to conveyances or otherwise restrict access to
the affected waters or facilities, and shall order that conveyances
removed from, or introduced to, the affected waters or facilities
be inspected, quarantined, or disinfected in a manner and for a
duration necessary to detect and prevent the spread of invasive
mussels within the state.

(if) For the purpose of implementing clause (i), the director or
the director’s designee shall order the closure or quarantine of, or
restrict accessto, these waters, areas, or facilitiesin amanner and
duration necessary to detect and prevent the spread of invasive
musselswithin the state. A closure, quarantine, or restriction shall
not be authorized by the director or the director’s designee without
the concurrence of the Secretary of the Natural ResourcesAgency.
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If a closure lasts longer than seven days, the department shall
update the operator of the affected facility every 10 dayson efforts
to address the invasive mussel infestation. The department shall
provide these updates in writing and also post these updates on
the department’s internet website in an easily accessible manner.

(iii) The department shall develop procedures to ensure proper
notification of affected loca and federal agencies, and, as
appropriate, the Department of Water Resources, the Department
of Parks and Recreation, and the State Lands Commission in the
event of a decision to close, quarantine, or restrict a facility
pursuant to this paragraph. These procedures shall include the
reasonsfor the closure, quarantine, or restriction, and methods for
providing updated information to those affected. These procedures
shall also include protocols for the posting of the notifications on
the department’s internet website required by clause (ii).

(iv) When deciding the scope, duration, level, and type of
restrictions, and specific location of a closure or quarantine, the
director shall consult with the agency, entity, owner, or operator
with jurisdiction, control, or management responsibility over the
marina, boat launch facility, or other facility, in order to focus the
closure or quarantine to specific areas and facilities so asto avoid
or minimize disruption of economic or recreational activity inthe
vicinity.

(b) (1) Upon adetermination by thedirector that it would further
the purposes of this section, other parties or state agencies,
including, but not limited to, the Department of Parks and
Recreation, the Department of Water Resources, the Department
of Food and Agriculture, and the State Lands Commission, may
exercise the authority, or portions of that authority, granted to the
department in subdivision (a).

(2) A determination made pursuant to paragraph (1) shall bein
writing and shall remain in effect until withdrawn, in writing, by
the director.

(©) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), Division 13
(commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code
does not apply to the implementation of this section.

(2) An action undertaken pursuant to subparagraph (B) of
paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) involving the use of chemicals
other than salt or hot water to decontaminate a conveyance or a
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facility issubject to Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000)
of the Public Resources Code.

(d) (1) A publicor private agency that operates awater supply
system shall cooperate with the department to implement measures
to avoid infestation by invasive musselsand to control or eradicate
any infestation that may occur in awater supply system. If invasive
mussels are detected, the operator of the water supply system, in
cooperation with the department, shall prepare and implement a
plan to control or eradicate invasive mussels within the-system;

and system to minimize or ehmmate—e%mmm—ze—aﬂy—petel%ra}
dewnstrearm—transpert the spread of an invasive mussel. The

approved plan shall contain the following minimum elements:

(A) Methodsfor delineation of infestation, including both adult
mussels and veligers.

(B) Methods for control or eradication of adult mussels and
decontamination of water containing larval mussels.

(C) A systematic monitoring program to determine any changes
in conditions.

(D) Therequirement that the operator of the water supply system
permit inspections by the department aswell as cooperate with the
department to update or revise control or eradication measuresin
the approved plan to address scientific advances in the methods
of controlling or eradicating mussels and veligers.

(2) If the operator of water delivery and storage facilities for
public water supply purposes has prepared, initiated, and is in
compliance with all the elements of an approved plan to control
or eradicate invasive mussels in accordance with paragraph (1),
the requirements of subdivision (a) do not apply to the operation
of those water delivery and storage facilities, and the operator is
not subject to any civil or criminal liability for the introduction of
invasive mussel species as a result of those operations. The
department may require the operator of afacility to updateitsplan,
and if the plan is not updated or revised as described in this
subdivision, subdivision (a) shall apply to the operation of the
water delivery and storage facilities covered by the plan until the
operator updates or revisesthe plan and initiates and complieswith
all of the elements of the updated or revised plan.

(3) On or before December 31, 2026, the department shall

review aII approved pI ans pursuant to thl&subdwr&enaﬂeHequwe
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The department shall require water supply system operators to
update the plans to address all invasive mussel species present in

their system as of January 1 2026—Ee—be—u1adated—eH=e¢|-sed

on or before September 30 2027

(4) Every invasive mussel species detected in a water supply
systemafter January 1, 2026, shall be addressed in aplan pursuant
to this subd|V|S|on no later than 180 days from the date—that the
Species |
detected. The department shall approve pI ans or provide ertten
comments and suggestions on plan deficiencies within 180 days
from the date of plan submission.

(e) Any entity that discovers invasive mussels within this state
shall immediately report the discovery to the department.

() (1) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, any
person who violates this section, violates any verba or written
order or regulation adopted pursuant to this section, or who resists,
delays, obstructs, or interferes with the implementation of this
section, is subject to a penalty, in an amount not to exceed one
thousand dollars ($1,000), that isimposed administratively by the
department.

(2) A penalty shall not be imposed pursuant to paragraph (1)
unless the department has adopted regulations specifying the
amount of the penalty and the procedure for imposing and
appealing the penalty.

(g) The department may adopt regulations to carry out this
section.

(h) Pursuant to Section 818.4 of the Government Code, the
department and any other state agency exercising authority under
this section shall not be liable with regard to any determination or
authorization made pursuant to this section.

(i) Thissectionshall remainin effect only until January 1, 2030,
and as of that date is repealed, unless alater enacted statute, that
is enacted before January 1, 2030, deletes or extends that date.

SEC. 3. Section 2303 of the Fish and Game Code is amended
to read:

2303. For purposes of this chapter, “invasive mussel” means
any nonnativedetrimental biofouling mussel speciesthat iscapable
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of spreading in freshwater and is listed in aregulation adopted by
the commission pursuant to Section 2118.

SEC. 4. Section 2304 is added to the Fish and Game Code, to
read:

2304. The department, in consultation with the Department of
Parks and Recreation and the Department of Food and Agriculture,
shall develop a voluntary framework to prevent the overland spread
of invasive mussel s through the conveyance of watercraft overland.
The framework shall include all of the following:

(@ Minimum standards for  watercraft  inspection,
decontamination, and quarantine based on best available science
and aligned with national standards as feasible.

(b) Abanding programor other mechanisms by whichto confirm
the inspection, decontamination, or quarantine status of a
watercraft.

(c) Training and quality assurance metrics to encourage
consistent inspection, decontamination, and tracking of vessels
across waterbodies.

(d) A publicly available list of participating inspection and
decontamination services statewide.

(e) Education and outreach opportunities and materials to
reduce the spread of invasive mussels and encourage compliance
with and participation in the framework.

SEC. 5. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIl1 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminatesa crimeor infraction, or changesthe penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crimewithin
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XlIlI B of the California
Constitution.
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ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2013

Introduced by Assembly Member Bennett
(Coauthors: Assembly MembersAhrens, Alvarez, Bauer-K ahan,
Connolly, Harabedian, and Hart)

(Coauthor: Senator Stern)

February 17, 2026

An act to add Part 2.25 (commencing with Section 10555) to Division
6 of the Water Code, relating to water resources.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2013, as introduced, Bennett. Fire risk areas. water suppliers:
emergency preparedness plan.

Existing law requires the State Fire Marshal to identify areasin the
state as moderate, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones based
on consistent statewide criteriaand based on the severity of fire hazard
that is expected to prevail in those areas. Existing law requires alocal
agency to designate, by ordinance, moderate, high, and very high fire
hazard severity zones in its jurisdiction within 120 days of receiving
recommendations from the State Fire Marshal, as provided.

This bill would require awater supplier that services more than 100
customersthat are located in amoderate, high, or very high fire hazard
severity zone, as specified, to establish an emergency preparedness plan
for response to red flag warnings, extreme weather events, and other
major power outages or emergencies that pose a potential threat to
providing adequate water service. The bill would require the plan to
contain several things, including, among others, an assessment that
identifies the minimum number of and type of water pumps that are
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necessary to maintain water service for customers while providing an
adequate water supply for fire fighting activities.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Part 2.25 (commencing with Section 10555) is
added to Division 6 of the Water Code, to read:

PART 2.25. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLANNING

10555. (&) For purposes of this part, “plan” means an
emergency preparedness plan developed pursuant to subdivision
(b).

(b) A water supplier that services more than 100 customers that
are located in a moderate, high, or very high fire hazard severity
zone as designated by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to Section
51178 of the Government Code, or a local agency pursuant to
Section 51179 of the Government Code, shall establish an
emergency preparedness plan for response to red flag warnings,
extreme weather events, and other maor power outages or
emergencies that pose a potentia threat to providing adequate
water service to the moderate, high, or very high fire hazard
severity zone.

(c) A water supplier is encouraged to develop a plan in
coordination with the county board of supervisors, or a county
agency or department if oneisdesignated an authority to coordinate
with the water supplier by the county board of supervisors.

(d) A planshall be submitted to the county board of supervisors
or acounty agency or department designated by the county board
of supervisors pursuant to subdivision (c).

(e) (1) A water supplier shall review the plan at |east once every
three years and shall update the plan as necessary.

(2) Updates to the plan shall be submitted to the county board
of supervisorsor acounty agency or department designated by the
county board of supervisors pursuant to subdivision (c).

10556. The plan shall include, but not be limited to, al of the
following:
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(@ (1) An assessment of the minimum water tank levels
necessary to maintain water servicefor customerswhileproviding
an adequate water supply for fire fighting activities during an
extreme weather event or red flag warning.

(2) The assessment shall take into consideration water quality
standards and actions necessary to maintain water quality.

(b) (1) An assessment that identifies the minimum number of
and type of water pumps that are necessary to maintain water
service for customers while providing an adequate water supply
for fire fighting activities.

(2) Theassessment shall identify water pumpsthat are equipped
with emergency backup energy sources and identify water pumps
that require the installation of emergency backup energy sources.

(c) An identification of alternative water sources that can be
used during an extreme weather event or loss of power, if any.

(d) A detailed accounting of the pipelines, water pumps, water
tanks, backup power generation facilities, and related infrastructure
needs that are necessary to maintain water service for customers
and provide adequate water supply for firefighting activitiesduring
an extreme weather event and a designation for which of these
pipelines, water pumps, water tanks, and backup power generation
facilities are, or are required to be, fire hardened.

10557. A water supplier or water system that is required to
prepare and submit an emergency response plan to the Public
Utilities Commission shall include the emergency preparedness
plan required by this part in that submission.
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ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2026

Introduced by Assembly Member Aguiar-Curry

February 17, 2026

An act to amend Sections 1242.1, 1345, 1347, 1348, 1425, 1433,
1433.1, and 1433.2 of, to amend the heading of Article 2 (commencing
with Section 1433) of Chapter 6.5 of Part 2 of Division 2 of, to amend
and renumber the heading of Article 1 (commencing with Section 1425)
of Chapter 6.5 of Part 2 of Division 2 of, to add Sections 1267 and
1431.1 to, and to add Article 1 (commencing with Section 1420) to
Chapter 6.5 of Part 2 of Division 2 of, the Water Code, relating to
groundwater.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2026, as amended, Aguiar-Curry. Greunewaterrecharge-\\ater
diversion: groundwater recharge: permit.

(1) Existinglaw declaresthat all water within the stateisthe property
of the people of the state, but the right to the use of the water may be
acquired by appropriation in the manner provided by law. Existing law
requires the appropriation to be for some useful or beneficial purpose.
Existing law provides, however, that the diversion of floodflows for
groundwater recharge does not require an appropriative water right
if certain conditions are met, including that a local or regional agency
that has adopted a local plan of flood control or has considered flood
risksas part of its most recently adopted general plan has given notice,
as provided, of imminent risk of flooding and inundation of lands, roads,
or structures. Existing law defines * floodflow” for these purposes to
include circumstances in which flows would inundate ordinarily dry
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areas in the bed of a terminal lake to a depth that floods dairies and
other ongoing agricultural activities, or areas with substantial
residential, commercial, or industrial development. Existing law applies
those requirements to diversions commenced before January 1, 2029.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead
agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the
completion of an environmental impact report on a project that it
proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect on
the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the
project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to
prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that may have
a significant effect on the environment if revisions in the project would
avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial evidence that
the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the
environment.

Existing law prohibits an entity from substantially diverting or
obstructing the natural flow of, or substantially changing or using any
material from the bed, channel, or bank of, any river, stream, or lake,
or from depositing or disposing of certain material where it may pass
into any river, stream, or lake, without first notifying the Department
of Fish and Wildlife of that activity, and entering into a lake or
streambed alteration agreement if required by the department to protect
fish and wildlife resources, except as specified.

This bill would revise and recast those conditions required for the
appropriative water right exemption for a diversion of floodflows for
groundwater recharge, would apply the requirements to a diversion
commenced at anytime, and would further exempt those diversionsfrom
the requirements of CEQA and requirements relating to lake or
streambed alteration agreements if tribal consultation has been
conducted, as provided. The bill would expand the definition of
“floodflow” to include flows downstream of a dam that is releasing
water for flood control purposes, as provided, and would delete the
requirement that eligible diversions have commenced prior to January
1, 2029.

(2) Existing law requires the Department of Water Resources to
operate the State Water Resources Development System, known as the
StateWater Project, to supply water to personsand entitiesin the state.
Existing law designates as the Central Valley Project a system of works
for the conservation, development, storage, distribution, and utilization
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of water, with incidental generation, transmission, and distribution of
electric power.

This bill would provide that the inclusion of certain proposed terms
in an application to divert water within or upstream of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta to underground storage pursuant to
certain permits, and its adoption in the applicable permit, would satisfy
the Sate Water Resources Control Board's finding that water may be
diverted and used without injury to the legal users of water from the
Central Valley Project or the State Water Project, including the United
Sates Bureau of Reclamation, the Department of Water Resources, or
any contractors to the project.

(3) Existing law requires the State Water Resources Control Board
to consider and act upon all applications for permits to appropriate
water, and requires the Division of Water Rights to conduct a field
investigation of all minor protested applications, except under a
specified circumstance. Existing law defines a “ minor application” to
include an application by a groundwater sustainability agency or local
agency for a diversion previousy authorized by a conditional temporary
permit for diversion of surface water to underground storage, as
specified, without complying with other procedures or provisions
previously authorized by a temporary permit.

Existing law, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, requires
all groundwater basins designated as high- or medium-priority basins
by the Department of Water Resources to be managed under a
groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater
sustainability plans, except as specified. Existing law requires a
groundwater sustainability plan to be developed and implemented to
meet the sustainability goal, established as prescribed.

Thisbill would expand that definition of minor application to include
an application by a private entity under a memorandum of
understanding or other agreement with a groundwater sustainability
agency for specific diversions. The bill would create an additional
exception from the requirement to conduct a field investigation if the
application involves a diversion substantially similar to a diversion
previoudly authorized by temporary permitsfor at least 5 years, involves
no greater amount of diversion and no other points of diversion than
authorized in the last preceding temporary permits, and includes
specified information based on the applicant’s experience under prior
temporary permits, including specified documentation and proposed
terms. The bill would also require the board to give public notice of
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the minor application within 30 days of the application’sfiling, to allow
45 days from the date of the notice for the filing of comments, as
provided, and to issue a decision within 180 days of the deadline for
submitting comments on the application, as provided. The bill would
require the board to approve the application if it determines by a
preponderance of the evidence that the proposed diversion would not
injure a legal user of water, as specified, and would not unreasonably
affect fish, wildlife, or other instream beneficial uses. The bill would
requirethat the permit issued by the board pursuant to these provisions
be exempt from CEQA and requirements relating to lake or streambed
alteration agreements if specified conditions are met.

Existing law authorizes any person who has an urgent need to divert
and use water to apply for, and authorizes the board to issue, a
conditional, temporary permit, as prescribed. Existing law defines
“urgent need” for these purposes.

This bill would expand the definition of “ urgent need” to include, in
a basin for which the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
requires a groundwater sustainability plan, the application of a local
agency, groundwater sustainability agency, or private entity operating
under a memorandum of understanding or other agreement with a
groundwater sustainability agency, to divert and use water determined
to be available using specified criteria, as provided, to augment the
basin’srechargein order to support implementation of the sustainability
goal in that basin. The bill would exempt the board’s issuance of a
temporary permit from CEQA and requirements relating to lake or
streambed alteration agreements if specified conditions are met.

(4) Existing law requires the state water board to appoint a deputy
director for the Division of Water Rights.

Thisbill would authorize a certain temporary permit to authorize the
diversion to be initiated more than 180 days after date of issuance,
except that authorization to divert shall automatically expire 5 years
after diversions commence, as provided. The bill would authorize the
Chief Deputy Director of Water Rights to limit diversion under those
temporary permitsin favor of competing temporary permits based on,
but not limited to, consideration of public interest, as provided.

(5) Existing law requires each person or entity who holds a permit
or license to appropriate water, and each lessor of water, as provided,
to pay an annual fee according to a fee schedule established by the
board, as specified.
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This bill would require the board, in setting fees for minor
applications and for temporary urgency permits, to set those fees to
reflect not more than a reasonable amount for the estimated amount of
work that the application may require for the board to reach a decision
on the application. The bill would prohibit the board from requiring a
separate application or fee for consumptive and nonconsumptive uses

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares all of the
2 following:

3 (a) Climate changeisincreasing water scarcity in California.
4  (b) The state must prepare for more frequent and severe
5 droughts.

6  (c) The state must invest in infrastructure and have processes
7 in place to manage floods.
8 (d) California’s underground aquifers contain a vast amount
9 of natural water storage capacity.
10  (e) Underground water storage is a faster, more cost-effective,
11 and environmentally sustainable water storage alternative to new
12 surface water reservoirs.

13  (f) Diversionsto groundwater recharge can also help with flood
14 control.

15  (g) Snce at least 2014, with the passage of the Sustainable
16 Groundwater Management Act, it has been the intent of the
17 Legidature to increase groundwater storage and remove
18 impediments to groundwater recharge.
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(h) After 2014, the Legislature passed three measures to help
facilitate groundwater recharge. The measures authorize the Sate
Water Resources Control Board to issue temporary permits to
divert surface water for the purpose of underground storage,
authorize the diversion of flood flows for groundwater recharge
without an appropriative water right if certain conditionsare met,
and require the California Water Plan to prioritize actions to
increase groundwater recharge throughout California.

(i) Despite the legidlative actions described in subdivision (h),
and despite wet hydrol ogy throughout Californiain theintervening
years, groundwater recharge is not occurring on the pace and
scale required to meaningfully improve water supply reliability
and provide reliable mechanisms for flood control.

(j) Additional changes in law are required to improve the
process for permitted groundwater recharge and to expand the
ability for unpermitted diversion of flood flows, while protecting
existing water rights and the environmental needs of California’'s
fish and wildlife.

SEC. 2. Section 1242.1 of the Water Code is amended to read:

1242.1. Thediversion of floodflowsfor groundwater recharge
shall not require an appropriative water right if all of thefollowing
conditions are met:

(@ (1) A loca or regiona agency-thathasadepted-atecaplan

for flood management has given notice via its internet website,
electronic distribution list, emergency notification service, or
another means of public notice, that flows downstream of the point
of diversion are at imminent risk of flooding and inundation of
land, roads, or structures.

(2) As used in this section, “floodflow” means any of the
following:

(A) Whereawaterbody issubject to adefined flood stage, flows
in excess of flood stage where actions are necessary to avoid threats
to human health and safety.

(B) (i) Except asprovided in clause (ii), where awaterbody is
not subject to a defined flood stage, surface water escaped from
or is likely to imminently escape from a channel or waterbody
causing or threatening to cause inundation of residential or
commercial structures, or roads needed for emergency response.
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Likely imminent escape from a channel or waterbody shall be
demonstrated by measured flowsin excess of the maximum design
capacity of aflood control project, where such aproject is present
and the maximum design capacity isreadily availableinformation.

(if) This subparagraph does not apply to flows that inundate
wetlands, working lands, or floodplains, events that constitute a
“design flood,” groundwater seepage, or waters confined to a
“designated floodway.”

(C) Whereflowswould inundate ordinarily dry areasin the bed
of aterminal lake to a depth that floods dairies and other ongoing
agricultural activities, or areas with substantial residential,
commercial, or industrial development.

(D) Flows occurring downstream of a dam that is releasing
water for flood control purposes as required by a United States
Army Corps of Engineers flood control rule or curve, a court
judgment, or other binding rule.

(3) Asusedinthissubdivision, “imminent” meansahigh degree
of confidence that a condition will-begitrtheHmmediate future:
occur soon if flood management actions are not immediately
implemented.

(4) As used in this section, “excess water conditions’ are
determined pursuant to the Agreement Between the United States
of America and the Sate of California for Coordinated Operation
of the Central Valley Project and the Sate Water Project, as
amended.

(b) Fhe(1) Exceptasprovidedin paragraph (2), thediversions
cease when the flood conditions described in the public notice
provided pursuant to subdivision (a) have abated to the point there
is no longer arisk of flooding and inundation of land, roads, or
structures downstream of the point of diversion.

(2) When alocal agency or groundwater sustainability agency
is diverting floodflow, the diversions cease when the flood control
releases are no longer legally required or would interfere with
any priority water right on the stream that the diversions occur
from or downstream of that stream.

() Any water divertedisnot diverted to, and will not be applied
to, any of the following:

(1) Any barns, ponds, or lands where manure or waste from an
animal facility that generates waste from the feeding and housing
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of animals for more than 45 days per year in a confined area that
is not vegetated are applied.

(2) Any agricultural field that has been identified as an outlier
with respect to nitrogen application by any of the following:

(A) The board.

(B) The appropriate regional board.

(C) An agricultural coalition charged with implementation of
the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program.

(3) Any area that could cause damage to critical levees,
infrastructure, wastewater and drinking water systems, drinking
water wells or drinking water supplies, or exacerbate the threat of
flood and other health and safety concerns.

(4) Any area that has not been in active irrigated agricultural
cultivation within the past three years, including grazing lands,
annual grasslands, and natural habitats. This limitation does not
apply to facilities aready constructed for the purpose of
groundwater recharge or managed wetlands.

(d) (1) With respect to diversions from water tributaries to the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta), water rights holders are
not making releases of stored water or reoperating facilities to
provide flow for the purposes of meeting water quality control
plan or endangered species requirements in the Delta at the time
of the diversion.

(2) For adiversionfromthe San Joaquin River or itstributaries
upstream of Vernalis, water may be diverted only when the Delta
isin excesswater conditions and the Delta iswithout restrictions.

(3) With respect to all other diversions from the Delta or its
tributaries, water may be diverted only when the Deltaisin excess
water conditions and either of the following applies:

(A) The Deltaiswithout restrictions.

(B) TheDeltaiswithrestrictions, but Delta operationsare only
controlled by Old and Middle River flow or San Joaquin River
inflow-to-export ratio.

(4) For diversions pursuant to paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), the
diverter shall monitor conditionsdaily using the Delta Operations
Summary report published on the internet website of the
department daily, or a successor to that internet website adopted
by the department, to determine the Delta’ s condition and whether
diversions are authorized pursuant to the permit.
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(5) For purposes of paragraph (3), theterm* controlled by Old
and Middle River flow” means conditionswhen the Central Valley
Project and the State Water Project areimplementing one or more
regulatory requirements by managing flows in Old and Middle
River, whatever the source or content of those requirementsis.

(e) Thediversion of floodflows for groundwater recharge uses
the following as part of the diversion:

(1) Either existing diversioninfrastructure or temporary pumps.

(2) Existing groundwater recharge locations, where available.

(3) Nonew permanent infrastructure or permanent construction.

(4) For diversions directly from rivers or streams, protective
screens on temporary pump intakes to minimize the impacts of
diversion to fish and other aguatic life. Such screens shall be
constructed of any rigid material, perforated, woven, or dlotted,
that provides water passage while physically excluding fish. The
screen face shall be parallel to the flow and adjacent to the water’s
edge. The upstream and downstream transitions to the screen
structure shall be designed and constructed to minimize eddies
upstream of, in front of, and downstream of the screen, while
minimizing entrainment to the degree feasible. Prior to
implementing this paragraph, the Department of Fish and Wildlife
shall conduct at least one public workshop to review recommended
design parameters and ranges of scenariosfor deployment and use
of protective screens. These recommendations and any other
guidelines provided by the Department of Fish and Wildlife on
the implementation of this paragraph shall not be subject to the
Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
Code).

(f) The person or entity making the diversion for groundwater
recharge-deesnet-claim-any-waterright-based-en-that may claim
credit for the beneficial use of the diversion and+echarge: recharge
if the underground storage of the water advances the sustainability
goal of a groundwater basin pursuant to Part 2.74 (commencing
with Section 10720) of Division 6 and the groundwater
sustainability agency with authority over the area where the
diverted water rechargesthe applicable basin authorized the credit.
The credit claimed shall be limited to the amounts of water
reported in the filings required by subdivision (g). Diversion for
groundwater recharge pursuant to this section shall not create a
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vested water right to divert, even of a temporary nature. This
limitation is on the authorization to divert and not a limitation on
the authorization for beneficial use of the water diverted to
underground storage.

(9) (1) The person or entity making the diversion for
groundwater recharge files all of the following with the board and
with any applicable groundwater sustainability agency, as defined
in Section 10721, for the basin:

(A) A notice that provides the information specified in
Subparagraphs (A) through (C), inclusive, of paragraph (2), 48
hours before whenever feasible, and in no event later than 48 hours
after initially commencing diversion of floodflowsfor groundwater
recharge.

(B) A preliminary report no later than 14 days after initially
commencing diversion of floodflows for groundwater recharge.

(C) A final report no later than 15 days after diversions cease.

(2) The preliminary and final reports shall do al of the
following:

(A) ldentify the person or entity making the diversion for
groundwater recharge.

(B) Provide the Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates
for the point of diversion, amap identifying the approximate area
inundated by the floodflows, and the corresponding assessor parcel
numbers.

(C) Identify the time when diversions of floodflows to
groundwater recharge commenced, and, for fina reports, when
diversions ceased.

(D) Provide an estimate, as of the report’s date, of the amount
of floodflows diverted for groundwater recharge.

(h) The diversion of floodflow for groundwater recharge
pursuant to this section shall be exempt from the requirements of
Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public
Resources Code and Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 1600)
of Division 2 of the Fish and Game Codeg, if tribal consultation
has been conducted pursuant to Sections 21074, 21080.3.1,
21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21084.2, and 21084.3 of the Public Resources
Code.
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SEC. 3. Section 1267 isadded to the Water Code, immediately
following Section 1266, to read:

1267. (a) (1) For applications to divert water within or
upstream of the Delta to underground storage pursuant to a minor
application, as defined in Section 1348, a temporary urgency
permit pursuant to Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 1425) of
Chapter 6.5 of this part, or a temporary permit for diversion to
underground storage pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with
Section 1433) of Chapter 6.5, the inclusion of the language from
paragraphs (2) and (3) in the application as proposed permit
terms, and its adoption in the applicable permit, shall satisfy the
state board’ s finding that water may be diverted and used without
injury to the legal users of water from the Central Valley Project
or the State Water Project, including the United States Bureau of
Reclamation, the department, or any contractors to the projects.

(2) For adiversionfromthe San Joaquin River or itstributaries
upstream of Veernalis, water may be diverted only when the Delta
isin excesswater conditions and the Delta iswithout restrictions.

(3) With respect to all other diversions from the Delta or its
tributaries, water may be diverted only when the Deltaisin excess
water conditions and either of the following applies:

(A) The Delta iswithout restrictions.

(B) The Delta is with restrictions, but Delta operations are
controlled only by Old and Middle River flow or San Joaquin River
inflow-to-export ratio.

(4) The permittee shall monitor conditionsdaily using the Delta
Operations Summary report published on the internet website of
the department daily, or a successor to that internet website
adopted by the department, to determine the Delta’s condition and
whether diversions are authorized pursuant to the permit.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) and any water availability
analysis on which the applicable permit is based, water may be
diverted pursuant to the applicable permit if, in addition to
compliancewith other permit terms not related to Delta conditions,
the permittee has an agreement with the department and, as
necessary, the United States Bureau of Reclamation to ensure that
the permittee’s diversions upstream of the Delta do not injure the
department or the United States Bureau of Reclamation asa legal
user of water by adversely impacting the operations of the State
Water Project or the Central Valley Project.
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(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a de minimis effect on the
operations of the State Water Project or the Central Valley Project
shall not be an injury to the department or the Bureau of
Reclamation as a legal user of water.

(d) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Controlled by Old and Middle River flow” means
conditions when the Central Valley Project and the Sate Water
Project are implementing one or more regulatory requirements
by managing flows in Old and Middle River, whatever the source
or content of those requirementsis.

(2) “De minimis reduction” means a cumulative reduction of
less than 10 acre-feet in a single water year.

(3) “Delta” meansthe area defined in Section 12220.

(4) “ Délta is with restrictions’ means conditions when the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project operations in the
Delta are constrained by any nondiscretionary requirement,
including any requirement for the protection of water quality and
endangered species.

(5 “Delta is without restrictions” means conditions when
Central Valley Project and State Water Project operations in the
Delta are not constrained by any nondiscretionary requirements,
including any requirementsfor the protection of water quality and
endangered species.

(6) “Delta operations’ means the operations by which the
Central Valley Project and the State Water Project divert water
from the Delta.

(7) " Excesswater conditions’ means conditionsasdetermined
pursuant to the Agreement Between the United States of America
and the Sate of California for Coordinated Operation of the
Central Valley Project and the State Water Project, as amended.

(8) “Water year” means the period beginning on October 1 of
one calendar year and continuing to September 30 of the following
calendar year.

SEC. 4. Section 1345 of the Water Code is amended to read:

1345. (@) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the Division
of Water Rights shall conduct a field investigation of all minor
protested applications. The board shall notify the parties of the
field investigation not less than 20 days prior to conducting the
field investigation, to enable the parties to attend and present
information to the board.
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(b) The Division of Water Rights is not required to conduct a
field investigation for an application defined asaminor application
wnRder pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1348 if-the either of
the following conditions is met:

(1) The Division of Water Rights determines, in its discretion,
that a field investigation will not substantially expedite
consideration of the application and a hearing should be conducted
dRder pursuant to Section 183. If the Division of Water Rights
makes that determination, Sections 1346 and 1347 do not apply
to the application.

(2) Theapplicationinvolvesa diversion pursuant to paragraph
(2) of subdivision (b) of Section 1348 and includes information on
the applicant’s experience pursuant to past temporary permits,
including all of the following:

(A) Consistent with the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act (Part 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6),
documentation of the consistency of the proposed diversion and
recharge with the groundwater sustainability plan that applies to
the area where the water was recharged.

(B) Documentation showing the applicant took both of the
following actions:

(i) The applicant consulted with the Department of Fish and
WiIdlife concerning the diversion’s effects, if any, on fish, wildlife,
and other instream beneficial uses.

(if) Theapplicant provided the Department of Fish and Wi dlife
a copy of the application.

(C) Proposed terms that accomplished both of the following:

(i) Addressed potential effectson fish, wildlife, or other instream
beneficial usesidentified through the applicant’s consultation with
the Department of Fish and Wildlife pursuant to subparagraph
(B).

(i) Incorporated the applicable terms of subdivision (b) of
Section 1267 if the proposed diversion would occur upstream of
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

SEC. 5. Section 1347 of the Water Code is amended to read:

1347. Based-(a) Subject to subdivision (b) and based upon the
field investigation and any other information obtained—uneer
pursuant to this article, the Division of Water Rights shall issue a
decision unlessthe board initsdiscretion determinesthat additional
proceedings should be conducted-under pursuant to Section 183.
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A decision of the Division of Water Rights is subject to review as
provided in Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 1120) of Part 1.

(b) For a minor application pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Section 1348, the board shall consider that application asfollows:

(1) Notwithstanding any other law, the board shall give public
notice of the application within 30 days of the filing of the
application and allow 45 days from the date of the notice for the
filing of comments on the application. The board may extend that
time by up to 30 daysif the board makes a written finding of good
cause based on unique circumstances associated with theindividual
application.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, the board shall issue a
decision on the application within 180 days of the deadline for
submitting comments on the application. The board may delegate
its authority to issue a decision on the application to the Division
of Water Rights, subject to the board’s reconsideration of the
division’sdecision pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section
1122) of Chapter 4 of Part 1. Notwithstanding any other law, the
board’ s reconsideration proceeding shall conclude within 90 days
of thefiling of a petition for reconsideration and that period shall
not be extended without the applicant’s consent.

(3) The board shall approve the application if the board
determines that a preponderance of the evidence shows both of
the following:

(A) The proposed diversion would not injure any legal user of
water through significant changesin water quantity, water quality,
timing of diversion or use, consumptive use of the water, or
reduction in return flows.

(B) The proposed diversion would not unreasonably affect fish,
wildlife, or other instream beneficial uses.

(4) If the board determines that the preponderance of the
evidence does not support the findings required by paragraph (3)
based on the applicant’s proposed terms, the board shall, to the
maximum extent possible based on the record, approve the
application based on terms that the board determines will cause
the applicant’s diversion to satisfy the provisions of paragraph
(3). The board shall not condition any permit on any terms
involving another permit, license, or water right held by the
applicant or to avoid or mitigate impacts that are not caused by
the diversion proposed by the application.
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(5) The board shall not require separate applications for
consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of water that would be
diverted pursuant to the application. Notwithstanding Section 733
of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations, the board shall
not require that the permit describe the physical works used to
convey water to underground storage, the spreading grounds, and
the underground reservoirs or the method and point of
measurement of water recharged to, and withdrawn from,
underground storage.

(6) For an application involving diversions upstream of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, those diversions will not cause
injury to the legal uses of water by the Central Valley Project, the
State Water Project, or any of those projects contractors if the
permit incor porate the applicable terms stated in subdivisions (b),
(c), and (d) of Section 1267.

(7) Theboard' sissuance of a permit pursuant to thissubdivision
shall be exempt fromthe requirements of Division 13 (commencing
with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code and Chapter 6
(commencing with Section 1600) of Division 2 of the Fish and
Game Code, if tribal consultation has been conducted pursuant
to Sections 21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21084.2, and
21084.3 of the Public Resources Code and the permitted diversions
will occur through either of the following:

(A) Existing diversion infrastructure.

(B) Temporary facilities that meet both of the following
conditions:

(i) Do not require construction.

(i) If they divert directly from a river or stream, the facilities
have protective screens on their intakes to minimize the impacts
of diversion to fish and other aquatic life, with those screens being
constructed of any rigid materials, perforated, woven, or slotted,
that provides water passage while physically excluding fish.

(8) The board may consider an application pursuant to
subdivision (b) of Section 1348 and issue a permit based on that
application pursuant to this section notwithstanding any
declaration that the relevant stream system is fully appropriated
pursuant to Article 1.3 (commencing with Section 1205) of Chapter
1.

(9) Insetting feesfor minor applications pursuant to this section
for purposes of Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 1525), the
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board shall set those fees to reflect not more than a reasonable
amount for the estimated amount of work that the application may
require for the board to reach a decision on the application. The
board shall not require separate applications or fees for
consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of diverted water.

SEC. 6. Section 1348 of the Water Code is amended to read:

1348. For purposes of this article, a minor application shall
mean either of the following:

(a8 Any application which does not involve direct diversionsin
excess of three cubic-feet per second or storage in excess of 200
acre-feet per year.

(b) An application by a groundwater sustainability agency or
local agency, asdefined in Section 10721, feraor a private entity
pursuant to a memorandum of understanding or other agreement
with a groundwater sustainability agency, for either of the
following diversions:

(1) A diversion substantially similar to a diversion previously
authorized by temporary permits for at least five years pursuant
to Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 1425) of Chapter 6.5 and
involving no greater amount of diversion, and no other points of
diversion, than authorized in the last of the preceding temporary
permits.

(2) A diversion previously authorized by a temporary permit
wnder pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 1433) of
Chapter 6.5.

SEC. 7. Article 1 (commencing with Section 1420) is added to
Chapter 6.5 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Water Code, to read:

Article 1. General Provisions

1420. Thisarticleappliesto applicationsfor temporary urgency
permits pursuant to Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 1425)
and for temporary permits for diversion to underground storage
pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 1433).
Notwithstanding any other law, for applications for permits that
thisarticle appliesto, thisarticle' sterms determinethe availability
of water for diversion.

1421. Unless the context otherwise requires, the following
definitions govern the construction of this chapter:
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(&) “90/20 method” means the method for calculating water
availability when flows exceed the 90th percentile of historic daily
flow between December 1 and March 31, and the total amount of
water diverted is capped at 20 percent of the daily flow after
downstream senior diverter demand, established instream flow
requirements, and consideration of water quality objectives are
satisfied.

(b) “Basin” hasthe same meaning asdefined in Section 10721.

(c) “Delta” means the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

(d) “Diversion criteria” means specific thresholds that
determine when a permittee may divert, based on flows. Diversion
criteriaarein addition to any other conditions placed on a permit.

(e) “ Flood/recharge diversion criteria” means the method for
calculating water availability for the Sacramento River and its
tributaries upstream of the Delta, pursuant to which water is
available for diversion for recharge and beneficial uses during
the period of December 1 to March 31, inclusive, within a water
year when, on the date of measurement, cumulative unimpaired
runoff as of that date exceeds the 80th percentile of historical
cumulative water year runoff at the point of diversion, or the
nearest measuring point, and lasting until that cumulative water
year runoff is lower than the 50th percentile of historical
cumulative runoff at the point of diversion, or the nearest point of
measurement, as measured against historical cumulative water
year runoff measured on that date.

(N “ Groundwater sustainability agency” hasthe same meaning
as defined in Section 10721.

(g) “ Groundwater sustainability plan” has the same meaning
as defined in Section 10721.

(h) “Local agency” hasthe same meaning asdefined in Section
10721.

(i) “Location-specific diversion criteria” means criteria for
determining the water availablefor diversion pursuant to methods
other than the 90/20 method or the flood/recharge diversion
criteria that contain all of the following components:

(1) Limitsdiversion to the December 1 to March 31, inclusive,
period and from higher streamflows.

(2) Limits diversions to a portion of daily or seasonal
streamflow.
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(3) Protectsexisting legal users of water, including the Central
Valley Project and the State Water Project.

(4) Protects public trust resources.

(5) Allows for implementation across the specific region.

(6) Provides for the ability to efficiently forecast diversions,
operate to diversion criteria, and promote maximum diversion
opportunities pursuant to appropriate conditions.

() “ Recharge beneficial uses’ meansbeneficial uses supported
by groundwater recharge projects. Those uses may include, but
are not limited to, maintenance of supply in shallow domestic
wells, reductions in pumping costs, and prevention or reduction
in the rate of future land subsidence based on the severity and
likelihood of threatened subsidence.

(k) “ Sustainability goal” has the same meaning as defined in
Section 10721.

() “ Temporary permit” means a temporary urgency permit
issued pursuant to Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 1425) or
a temporary permit for diversion to underground storage issued
pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 1433).

1422. (a) In determining the availability of water for
applications and permits that this article applies to, the board
shall apply the following criteria:

(1) For applicationsfor permitsfor one or morediversionsfrom
the Sacramento River or a tributary to the Sacramento River
upstream of the Delta, the board shall apply the flood/recharge
diversion criteria. Those criteria shall only determine the
availability of water during the December 1to March 31, inclusive,
period, inclusive, and the ultimate permit shall not authorize the
diversion of more than 20 percent of daily streamflow at any point
of diversion.

(2) For other areas of the state, the board shall apply
location-specific diversion criteria to the maximum extent possible,
and shall apply the 90/20 method where it is not possible to use
location-specific diversion criteria.

(b) (1) Theboard shall adopt emergency regulations detailing
the 90/20 method.

(2) The board's adoption of emergency regulations pursuant
to paragraph (1), and any amendment to those regulations, shall
be considered by the Office of Administrative Law, as necessary,
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety,
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and general welfare. Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing
with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of the Government
Code, any emergency regulations adopted pursuant to this
subdivision shall remain in effect until revised by the board.

(c) The board may consider any application that this article
applies to, and issue a permit based on that application, if water
availability for that application and permit is determined pursuant
to this section and notwithstanding any declaration that the
relevant stream system is fully appropriated pursuant to Article
1.3 (commencing with Section 1205) of Chapter 1.

1423. The requirements of Division 13 (commencing with
Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code and Chapter 6
(commencing with Section 1600) of Division 2 of the Fish and
Game Code do not apply to either of the following:

(a) Adoption of emergency regulations pursuant to this article,
if tribal consultation has been conducted pursuant to Sections
21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21084.2, and 21084.3 of
the Public Resources Code.

(b) Issuance of a temporary permit subject to this article that
meets all of the following criteria:

(1) The applicant is a groundwater sustainability agency or a
local agency.

(2) The water that the temporary permit authorizes diversion
of islimited to the water identified pursuant to the flood/recharge
diversion criteria, the 90/20 method, or |ocation-specific diversion
criteria, as applicable to that temporary permit.

(3) Diversionsareto underground storage supporting one more
recharge beneficial uses.

(4) Iffor a 180-day temporary permit issued pursuant to Section
1425, the diverter’ sfacilities comply with subdivision (€) of Section
1425.

(5) Iffor afive-year temporary permit issued pursuant to Section
1433.1, the diverter’s facilities comply with subdivision (d) of
Section 1433.1.

(6) Tribal consultation has been conducted pursuant to Sections
21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21084.2, and 21084.3 of
the Public Resources Code.

SEC. 8. The heading of Article 1 (commencing with Section
1425) of Chapter 6.5 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Water Codeis
amended and renumbered to read:
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Article3:1.5. 180-Day Temporary Urgency Permits

SEC. 9. Section 1425 of the Water Code is amended to read:

1425. (a) Any person, whether or not an applicant, permittee,
or licenseeunder pursuant to provisions of thisdivision other than
this article, who has an urgent need to divert and use water may
apply for, and the board may issue, aconditional, temporary permit
without complying with other procedures or provisions of this
division, but subject to all requirements of this article.

(b) Prior to issuing a permit pursuant to this article, the board
shall make al of the following findings:

(1) The applicant has an urgent need for the water proposed to
be diverted and used.

(2) The water may be diverted and used without injury to any
lawful user of water.

(3) The water may be diverted and used without unreasonable
effect upon fish, wildlife, or other instream beneficial uses.

(4) The proposed diversion and use are in the public interest,
including findings to support permit conditionsimposed to ensure
that the water is diverted and used in the public interest, without
injury to any lawful user of water,-and without unreasonabl e effect
upon fish, wildlife, and other instream beneficia-uses: uses, and
will support the application of water to one or more beneficial
uses, which may include recharge beneficial uses.

(c) “Urgent need,” for the purposes of this article, means-the
either of the following:

(1) The existence of circumstances from which the board may
in its judgment conclude that the proposed temporary diversion
and use is necessary to further the constitutional policy that the
water resources of the state be put to beneficial use to the fullest
extent of which they are capable and that waste of water be
prevented; except that the board shall not find an applicant’s need
to be urgent if the board in its judgment concludes, if applicable,
that the applicant has not exercised due diligence either—{4} in
making application for a permit pursuant to provisions of this
division other than this article, or(2} in pursuing that application
to permit.

(2) In abasin that requires a groundwater sustainability plan
pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (Part
2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6), the
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application of a local agency, groundwater sustainability agency,
or private entity operating pursuant to a memorandum of
understanding or other agreement with a groundwater
sustainability agency to divert and use water determined to be
available pursuant to Section 1422 to augment the basin’srecharge
in order to support implementation of the sustainability goal in
that basin.

(d) The board may delegate to any officer or employee of the
board al or any of its functions-ureer pursuant to this article, as
provided in Section 7.

(e) A temporary permit issued pursuant to this section may
authorizethe diversionsto beinitiated after the date of the permit’s
issuance, if the diversions pursuant to that permit are only
authorized during the 180-day period after diversions commence.
The applicant shall request approval of a delayed initiation period
as part of the applicant’s initial filing of the application. When
delayed initiation of diversion is authorized pursuant to this
section, the permittee shall inform the board of commencing of
diversion within 10 days of initiation of diversion pursuant to the
temporary permit. The board shall maintain a list of notifications
received on itsinternet website.

() The board's issuance of a temporary permit to address an
urgent need shall be exempt from the requirements of Division 13
(commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code
and Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 1600) of Division 2 of
the Fish and Game Code, if tribal consultation has been conducted
pursuant to Sections 21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3,
21084.2, and 21084.3 of the Public Resources Code, and if the
permitted diversions occur through either of the following:

(1) Existing diversion infrastructure.

(2) Temporary facilities that meet both of the following
conditions:

(A) Do not require construction.

(B) If the facilities divert directly from a river or stream, the
facilities have protective screens on their intakes to minimize the
impacts of diversions to fish and other aquatic life, with those
screens being constructed of any rigid material, perforated, woven,
or sotted, and provides water passage while physically excluding
fish.
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(9) Insetting feesfor applicationsfor temporary urgency permits
pursuant to this article for purposes of Chapter 8 (commencing
with Section 1525), the board shall set those fees to reflect not
more than a reasonable amount for the estimated amount of work
that the application may require for the board to reach a decision
on the application. The board shall not require separate
applications or fees for consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of
diverted water.

SEC. 10. Section 1431.1 is added to the Water Code,
immediately following Section 1431, to read:

1431.1. (a) Applications pursuant to this article may be
accepted for processing in accordance with Article 2 (commencing
with Section 1433) where the diversion is proposed on a stream
or stream segment that Section 1422 applies to, and the applicant
proposed to operate pursuant to the applicable diversion criteria.

(b) Atemporary permit issued pursuant to subdivision (a) may
authorize the diversion to be initiated more than 180 days after
date of issuance, except that authorization to divert shall
automatically expire five years after diversions pursuant to the
permit commence. The applicant shall request approval of a
delayed initiation period as part of the applicant’sinitial filing of
the application. Where delayed initiation of diversion isauthorized
pursuant to this section, the permittee shall inform the board of
commencement of diversion within 10 daysof initiation of diversion
pursuant to the temporary permit. The board shall maintain a list
of notifications received on its internet website.

(c) The Chief Deputy Director of Water Rights may limit
diversion under temporary permitsissued pursuant to this section
in favor of competing temporary permits based on, but not limited
to, consideration of public interest.

(d) Temporary permits issued pursuant to this section may be
changed, upon request, including as to the locations of recharge
or purposes of use consistent with this article.

SEC. 11. The heading of Article 2 (commencing with Section
1433) of Chapter 6.5 of Part 2 of Division 2 of the Water Codeis
amended to read:

Article 2. Five-Year Temporary Permits for Diversion to
Underground Storage
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SEC. 12. Section 1433 of the Water Code is amended to read:
a I : I . ires. the followi

1433. This article shall not apply to diversions within the
groundwater basinsidentified in paragraph (24) of subdivision (a)
of, or subdivision (c) of, Section 10720.8.

SEC. 13, Section 1433.1 of the Water Codeis amended to read:

1433.1. (&) A groundwater sustainability agency or a local
agency, whether or not an applicant, permittee, or licensee-under
pursuant to provisions of this division other than this article, may
apply for, and the board may issue, aconditional temporary permit
for diversion of surface water to underground storage for beneficia
use that advances the sustainability goal of a groundwater basin
under-Part the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (Part
2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division-6; 6), without
complying with other procedures or provisions of this division,
subject to al requirements of this article. An application may be
filed—under pursuant to this article whether or not there is an
adopted groundwater sustainability plan, an interim plan, or an
alternative-under pursuant to Section 10733.6 for the basin.

(b) Before issuing a permit pursuant to this article, the board
shall make al of the following findings based upon a
preponderance of the evidence:

(1) The proposed diversion is to underground storage for
beneficial use consistent with subdivision (a).

(2) The water may be diverted and used without injury to any
lawful user of water, including the user’s ability to meet water
quality objectives. Thisfinding may be satisfied by demonstrating
both of the following:

(A) The proposed diversion to underground storage will occur
only when both of the following conditions are satisfied:

(i) Flow inthesourcewaterbody exceedsthe claimsof all known
legal userswho divert water downstream of the proposed point of
diversion.
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(i) Unregulated flow in the source waterbody will be sufficient
below the proposed point of diversion to meet instream flow
requirements and water quality objectives.

(B) Notwithstanding paragraph (A), water is available for
appropriation as determined pursuant to Section 1422.

(C) To prevent injury to existing legal users of water, storage
and extraction from storage in the basin-uréder pursuant to the
proposed permit will be subject to accounting methods and
reporting requirements established by any of the following:

(i) A groundwater sustainability plan.

(@ii) Aninterim plan.

(iif) An alternative approved pursuant to Section 10733.6.

{v)—Thebeard,+r-apphying-conditionsto-the permit:

(3) The water may be diverted and used without unreasonable
effect upon fish, wildlife, or other instream beneficial-uses: uses
pursuant to this section or Section 1422. If the permit does not
include a condition proposed by the Department of Fish and
Wildlife-under pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of
Section 1433.2, the board shall include in the findings an
explanation of why the condition is not—netueed: included,
provided that if applicable, Section 1422 shall determinethe water
available for appropriation.

(4) The proposed diversion and use are in the public interest,
including findings to support permit conditionsimposed to ensure
that the water is diverted and used in the public interest.

(5) If there is an adopted groundwater sustainability plan, an
interim plan, or an alternative-under pursuant to Section 10733.6
for the basin, the proposed diversion to underground storage is
consistent with that plan or alternative.

(c) The board may delegate to any officer or employee of the
board al or any of its functions-ureer pursuant to this article, as
provided in Section 7.

(d) The board’sissuance of a permit pursuant to this articleis
exempt from the requirements of Division 13 (Commencing with
Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code and Chapter 6
(Commencing with Section 1600) of Division 2 of the Fish and
Game Code, if the volume of available water is determined
pursuant to Section 1422, tribal consultation has been conducted
pursuant to Sections 21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3,
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21084.2, and 21084.3 of the Public Resources Code, and the
permitted diversions will occur through either of the following:

(1) Existing diversion infrastructure.

(2) Temporary facilities that meet both of the following
conditions:

(A) Do not require construction.

(B) If the facilities divert directly from a river or stream, the
facilities have protective screens on their intakes to minimize the
impacts of diversions to fish and other aquatic life, with those
screens being constructed of any rigid material, perforated, woven,
or slotted, and provides water passage while physically excluding
fish.

(e) Insetting feesfor applicationsfor temporary urgency permits
pursuant to this article for purposes of Chapter 8 (commencing
with Section 1525), the board shall set those fees to reflect not
more than a reasonable amount for the estimated amount of work
that the application may require for the board to reach a decision
on the application. The board shall not require separate
applications or fees for consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of
diverted water.

SEC. 14. Section 1433.2 of the Water Codeis amended to read:

1433.2. (@) The application for a temporary permit shall be
completed in accordance with Section 1260 and shall be
accompanied by any maps, drawings, and other data that may be
required by the board.

(b) (1) Anapplicant shall pay an application feeand, if apermit
isissued, a permit fee, both in amounts calculated in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 1525).

(2) Consistent with Section 3 of Article X111 A of the California
Constitution and the board’s authority to set fees to promote the
conservation and utilization of water resources in the public
interest, the board may adopt reduced fees-under pursuant to
Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 1525) for applications,
petitions, and permitstuneer pursuant to thisarticle. In setting fees
for applications for temporary urgency permits pursuant to this
articlefor purposes of Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 1525),
the board shall set those feesto reflect not more than a reasonable
amount for the estimated amount of work that the application may
require for the board to reach a decision on the application. The
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board shall not require separate applications or fees for
consumptive and nonconsumptive uses of diverted water.

(c) Inaddition to subdivisions (a) and (b), an application shall
include al of the following:

(1) Evidencethat the applicant has completed any environmental
review required by, or the project is exempt from, the California
Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with Section
21000) of the Public Resources Code). To the extent funding is
available, the board shall review and comment on any notice of
preparation or draft environmental document for a project subject
to approval-urder pursuant to thisarticle, and includein the board’s
comments identification of any instream beneficial uses of waters
of the state that may be affected by the project. This paragraph is
not a limitation on the authority of the board-uréer pursuant to
any other law.

(2) A natification from the Department of Fish and Wildlife
that the applicant has consulted with the Department of Fish and
Wildlife at least 30 days before submission of the application. If
the Department of Fish and Wildlife determines that it needs
additional timefor review, it may providefor alonger consultation
period, not to exceed 60 days. The notification shall include acopy
of any conditions proposed by the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

(3) (A)Exeept-One of the following:

(A) Except as provided in-sabparagraph-(B); subparagraphs (B)
and (C), awater availability analysisthat quantifies,-tneer pursuant
to a range of foreseeable hydrologic conditions, the amount of
unappropriated water available considering all known legal users
who divert water hydrologically connected to the proposed point
of diversion, effects on beneficial uses, including instream
beneficial uses, and the ability to meet water quality objectives.

(B) A simplified water availability analysis, if the applicant
proposes to divert water only when flow in the source waterbody
exceeds an established or calcul ated flood stage, or if the applicant
requests board consideration of a simplified water availability
analysis prior to submittal of the application, and the deputy
director finds that a simplified water availability analysis is
sufficient for the board to make the findings required by
subdivision (b) of Section 1433.1.

(C) Ademonstration that Section 1422 appliesto the application.
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(4) A proposed accounting method for-sterage-ane-extraction
application of water diverted—tneder pursuant to the permit to

beneficial use, including recharge beneficial uses, that is either of
the following:

(A) Certified to be cons stent with the groundwater sustai nability
plan or alternative approved pursuant to Section 10733.6 by the
groundwater sustainability agency for the basin where the water
is proposed to be stored or the local agency responsible for
implementing the approved alternative.

(B) If thereisno applicable groundwater sustainability plan or
alternative approved pursuant to Section 10733.6, adequate to
demonstrate beneficial use of water-aneler pursuant to the proposed
permit and not inconsistent with the department’s standards in
Section 356.2 of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations.

Vv v, i K 3 v ‘
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 19, 2026

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2032

Introduced by Assembly Member Ransom

February 17, 2026

An act to-armend-Seetiton2151-of add Sections 2150.6 and 2301.5 to
the Fish and Game Code, to add Section 12824.1 to the Food and
Agricultural Code, and to add Section 13371 to theWater Code, relating
to fish and wildlife.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2032, as amended, Ransom. Fish and wildlife-+estricted-spectes
permits: golden mussels.

(1) Existinglaw, until January 1, 2030, generally prohibits a person
from possessing, importing, shipping, or transporting in the state, or
from placing, planting, or causing to be placed or planted in any water
within the state, invasive mussels, as defined. Existing law requires a
public or private agency that operates a water supply system to
cooperate with the Department of Fish and Wildlife to implement
measures to avoid infestation by invasive mussels and to control or
eradicate any infestation that may occur in a water supply system, and,
if invasive mussels are detected, to prepare and implement a plan, as
specified, to control or eradicate invasive mussels within the system.

Existing law prohibits the importation, transportation, possession, or
live release of specified wild animals, except under a revocable,
nontransferable permit, known as a restricted speC|es permit, issued by

the-Bepartment-ef-Hsh-andWidhfe; department, in cooperation with

the Department of Food and Agriculture, and only if certain

requirements are met.-ExistinrgHaw-requires-awritten-appheationfora
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Existing law authorizes the department to issue permits, commonly
known as scientific collecting permits, to take or possess any form of
plant or animal life for scientific, educational, or propagation pur poses.

This bill woul d—make—noensubstantive—ehanges—to—that—whritten
appheationprovision: exempt fromthe requirement to obtain a restricted
species permit a public or private agency that operates a water supply
systemfor maintenance and operational activitiesto control the spread
of golden mussels in the water supply system, as specified.

This bill would require the department’s Invasive Species Program,
through the Golden Mussel Task Force convened by the department,
to develop and adopt, by April 1, 2027, best management practices for
public and private agenciesthat operate water supply systemsto control
the spread of golden mussels, as specified, and would encourage those
public and private agencies to comply with those best management
practices. The bill would also require the department’s Invasive Species
Program, through the Golden Mussel Task Force, to adopt, by April 1,
2027, guidance for scientific research conducted by or for public and
private agenciesthat operate water supply systemsto control the spread
of golden mussel s, as specified, and would encourage those private and
agencies to comply with that guidance.

This bill would exempt scientific research to control the spread of
golden mussels conducted by or for public and private agencies that
operate water supply systems from scientific collecting permits issued
by the department if the public or private agency participates in the
Golden Mussel Task Force, as that participation may be determined
by the department.

This bill would require the department to update the spatial
distribution maps of golden mussel-infested water bodies posted on its
inter net website no lessthan quarterly based on monitoring and reported
detections, as prescribed.

(2) Existing law requires every manufacturer of, importer of, or
dealer in any pesticide, except as specified, to obtain a certificate of
registration from the Department of Pesticide Regulation before the
pesticide is offered for sale. Existing law requires the Director of
Pesticide Regulation to endeavor to eliminate from use in the state
specified pesticides, and in carrying out this responsibility, to develop
an orderly program for the continuous evaluation of all pesticides
actually registered, as specified.
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Thisbill would require the department to expedite, as prescribed, the
evaluation of pesticides that are a chemical treatment effective for the
prevention, mitigation, control, or eradication of golden musselsin a
water supply system operated by a public or private agency.

(3) Under existing law, the State Water Resources Control Board
and the 9 California regional water quality control boards regulate
water quality and prescribe waste discharge requirementsin accordance
with the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and the national
pollutant discharge elimination system permit program.

This bill would require the state board and regional boards to
expedite, as prescribed, the processing of any national pollutant
discharge elimination system permit or permit modification to the extent
allowable under state and federal law if the permit or permit
modification is submitted by a public or private agency that operates
awater supply systemin order to control the spread of golden mussels.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. (a) The Legidature finds and declares all of the
2 following:

3 (1) Invasive golden mussels are a serious threat to water
4 infrastructure, water systems, water bodies, and ecosystem health.
5 (2) Golden mussels have been detected in much of the state,
6 creating an emerging crisis that necessitates an emergency
7 response.

8  (3) Goldenmusselsare moreresilient than other invasive mussel
9 gpecies and tolerate a wider range of water quality. Traditional
10 control methods, such as chemical treatment, have proven less
11 effective dueto theincreased tolerance. While chemical treatments
12 are being developed, the concentrations will need to be tested.

13  (4) Several treatment methodologies, including filters, ultraviol et
14 light, and chemical coatings, are available and may be effective
15 to control the settlement of golden mussels.

16 (5) In order to maintain the function of water supply systems
17 andfacilities, golden mussels must be removed from pipes, screens,
18 filters, and other infrastructure. Water agencies are experiencing
19 asdignificant increase in these maintenance activities.

98



AB 2032 —4—

OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

(6) Permitting processes relating to controlling the spread of
golden mussels are extensive and time consuming, with permit
approvals subject to lengthy backlogs.

(7) The extensive number of permits that will be required to
control and mitigate the effects of golden musselsin the state must
be strategically leveraged to reduce the amount of time necessary
to prepare, submit, process, and approve subsequent permits.

(8) To combat the spread of golden mussels, it is necessary to
engage in scientific research efforts to obtain information on
golden mussel biology and ecology and feasibility studies for
prevention, mitigation, control, and eradication methods. Much
of thisresearch qualifies for existing exemptionsto the California
Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with Section
21000) of the Public Resources Code).

(b) Itisthe intent of the Legidature in enacting this act to do
both of the following:

(1) Support public and private agencies that operate water
supply systems in the prevention, mitigation, control, and
eradication of golden mussels.

(2) Streamline and expedite permitting to support the necessary
rapid response to prevent serious impacts of golden mussels on
water infrastructure, water supply systems, and water bodies.

SEC. 2. Section 2150.6 is added to the Fish and Game Code,
to read:

2150.6. Apublicor private agency that operates a water supply
system shall be exempt from any permit requirement pursuant to
this chapter for maintenance and operational activitiesto control
the spread of golden musselsin thewater supply system, including
removing golden mussels from pipes, screens, filters, and other
infrastructure.

SEC. 3. Section 2301.5 is added to the Fish and Game Code,
to read:

2301.5. (@) (1) The department’s Invasive Species Program,
through the Golden Mussel Task Force convened by the
department, shall develop and adopt, on or before April 1, 2027,
best management practices for public and private agencies that
operate water supply systems to control the spread of golden
mussels until control plans can be developed and approved
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 2301. The best management
practices shall include common maintenance and operational
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activitiesfor water infrastructure, water supply systems, and water
bodies. The department shall, upon request, provide guidance to
public and private agencies that operate water supply systems
regarding the best management practices and shall update the
best management practices as necessary.

(2) A public or private agency that operates a water supply
system undertaking maintenance and operational activities to
control the spread of golden mussels in the water supply system
is encouraged to comply with the best management practices
adopted pursuant to paragraph (1).

(b) (1) The department’s Invasive Species Program, through
the Golden Mussel Task Force, shall develop and adopt, by April
1, 2027, guidance for scientific research conducted by or for public
and private agencies that operate water supply systemsto control
the spread of golden mussels, including biology, ecology, and
feagbility studiesfor golden mussel prevention, mitigation, control,
and eradication methods.

(2) The guidance shall include, but is not limited to, a process
for apublic or private agency that operates a water supply system
to submit to the department a streamlined project proposal for
scientific research to control the spread of golden mussels, to
which the department shall respond with suggested best
management practices for the possession and transport of golden
mussel sto minimize any negative impacts of the scientific research.

(3) A public or private agency that operates a water supply
system conducting scientific research, or having scientific research
conducted on its behalf, to control the spread of golden mussels
in the water supply system is encouraged to comply with the
guidance adopted pursuant to paragraph (1) or provided to it in
response to a project proposal pursuant to paragraph (2).

(4) Scientific research to control the spread of golden mussels
conducted by or for public and private agenciesthat operate water
supply systems, including, but not limited to, as part of a project
proposal submitted pursuant to paragraph (2), is exempt from
scientific collecting permits under Section 1002 if the public or
private agency participates in the Golden Mussel Task Force, as
that participation may be determined by the department.

(c) The department shall update the spatial distribution maps
of golden mussel-infested water bodies posted on its internet
website no less than quarterly based on monitoring and reported
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detections. The maps shall distinguish between reported and
confirmed detections of golden mussels and include the date of the
most recent map update to provide the most accurate and
up-to-date information. The purpose of the maps shall beto inform
water agency decisions for water supply system projects,
maintenance, and operational activities.

SEC. 4. Section 12824.1 isadded to the Food and Agricultural
Code, to read:

12824.1. (a) The department shall expedite the initial
evaluation, reevaluation, or continuous eval uation of any pesticide
under Section 12824 if the pesticide is a chemical treatment
effective for the prevention, mitigation, control, or eradication of
golden musselsin a water supply system operated by a public or
private agency.

(b) For purposes of subdivision (a), expediting includes, but is
not limited to, leveraging work and analysis completed on prior
evaluations of pesticides effective for the prevention, mitigation,
control, or eradication of golden mussels to expedite similar
subsequent evaluations.

SEC. 5. Section 13371 is added to the Water Code, to read:

13371. The state board and regional boards shall expedite the
processing of any national pollutant discharge elimination system
permit or permit modification to the extent allowable under state
and federal law if the permit or permit modification is submitted
by a public or private agency that operates a water supply system
in order to control the spread of golden mussels. For these
purposes, expediting includes, but is not limited to, all of the
following:

(a) Assisting applicantswith permit preparation and submittal.

(b) Allowing applicantsto coordinate and streamline submission
of permits.

(c) Leveraging work and analysis completed on prior permits
to expedite the review of similar subsequent permits.

(d) Using any available emergency or urgency procedureswith
shortened timelines to process, review, and approve permits.
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2218

Introduced by Assembly Member Kalra
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Roger s)

February 19, 2026

An act to add Section 106.2 to the Water Code, relating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2218, as introduced, Kalra. Water policy: California Native
American tribes.

Existing law establishes various state water policies, including the
policy that the use of water for domestic purposes is the highest use of
water and the human right to water.

This bill would declare that it is the established policy of the state to
acknowledge and correct the inequities caused by state-sanctioned acts
of termination, removal, and assimilation inflicted upon all California
Native American tribes through compensation, legal recognition of
rights, or replacement of benefitslost. The bill would require all relevant
state agencies, including the Department of Water Resources and the
State Water Resources Control Board, to consider and incorporate this
policy when revising, adopting, or establishing rights, policies,
regulations, permits, or grant criteriato address identified inequities.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 106.2 is added to the Water Code, to
2 read:

99



AB 2218 —2—

[

CQCOWO~NOOUIRWNE

106.2. (a) Itishereby declared to be the established policy of
the state to acknowledge and correct the inequities caused by
state-sanctioned acts of termination, removal, and assimilation
inflicted upon all California Native American tribes through
compensation, legal recognition of rights, or replacement of
benefits lost.

(b) All relevant state agencies, including the department and
the state board, shall consider and incorporate this policy when
revising, adopting, or establishing rights, policies, regulations,
permits, or grant criteriato address identified inequities.
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ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2630

Introduced by Assembly Member Bennett

February 20, 2026

An act to amend Section 1841 of the Water Code, relating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2630, asintroduced, Bennett. Water diversion and use: adoption
of regulations.

Existing law authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board to
adopt regulations requiring measurement and reporting of water
diversion and use by persons, including, among others, those authorized
to appropriate water under a permit, a license, a registration for small
domestic, small irrigation, or livestock stockpond use, or a certificate
for livestock stockpond use. For the initial regulations, existing law
requires that they be adopted as emergency regulations and provides
that the emergency regulations remain in effect until revised by the state
board. Existing law also exempts the initial regulations from the
California Environmental Quality Act.

Thishill would requirethat all further regulations adopted by the state
board pursuant to these provisions be adopted as emergency regulations
and remain in effect until revised by the state board, and would exempt
them from the California Environmental Quality Act.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1841 of the Water Code is amended to
read:

1841. (@) The board may adopt regulations requiring
measurement and reporting of water diversion and use by either
of the following:

(1) Persons authorized to appropriate water under a permit,
license, registration for small domestic, small irrigation, or
livestock stockpond use, or certification for livestock stockpond
use.

(2) Personsrequired to comply with measurement and reporting
regulations pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of
subdivision (e) of Section 5103.

(b) Thetnitia regulationsthat the board adopts pursuant to this
section shall be adopted as emergency regulations in accordance
with Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of
Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. The adoption of
thednitial regulations is an emergency and shall be considered by
the Office of Administrative Law as necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and general welfare.
Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340)
of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, any
emergency regulations adopted under this section shall remainin
effect until revised by the board.

(c) Theadoption of-thetnitial regulations pursuant to thisarticle
is exempt from Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of
the Public Resources Code.
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ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2728

Introduced by Assembly Member Soria

February 20, 2026

An act to amend Sections 12405, 12410, and 12415 of the Water
Code, relating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2728, as amended, Soria. Water-dehvery—thfrastructare—Open
and Transparent Water Data Act.

Existing law, the Open and Transparent Water Data Act, requires
the Department of Water Resources, the State Water Resources Control
Board, and the Department of Fish and Wildlife to coordinate and
integrate existing water and ecological data from local, state, and
federal agencies for specified purposes, including, among others,
improving the management of the state’s water resources.

This bill would specify for purposes of that provision that improving
the management of the state’s water resources includes improving the
efficacy of management actions.

The act requires the Department of Water Resources, in consultation
with the California Water Quality Monitoring Council, the State Water
Resources Control Board, and the Department of Fish and Wdlife, in
accordance with a specified schedule, to create, operate, and maintain
a statewide integrated water data platform that, among other things,
integrates existing water and ecological data information frommultiple
databases.

This bill would require, by August 1, 2027, the Department of Water
Resourcesto make available on the platform specified infor mation from
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state and federal agencies, including information on hatchery
production, release, and escapement.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 12405 of the Water Code is amended to
2 read:
3 12405. The department, the state board, and the Department
4 of Fish and Wildlife shall coordinate and integrate existing water
5 and ecological data from local, state, and federa agencies. The
6 purposesfor integrating water and ecological datainclude, but are
7 not limited to, providing adequate information to implement the
8 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (Part 2.74 (commencing
9 with Section 10720)), improving the management of the state’'s
10 water resources, including the efficacy of management actions,
11 andbringing greater transparency to water transfers and the market.
12 SEC. 2. Section 12410 of the Water Code is amended to read:
13 12410. (&) Thedepartment, in consultation with the California
14 Water Quality Monitoring Council, the state board, and the
15 Department of Fishand Wildlife, shall create, operate, and maintain
16 a statewide integrated water data platform in accordance with
17 Section 12415 and the following schedule:
18 (1) By January 1, 2018, the department shall do both of the
19 following:
20  (A) Make public the protocols developed pursuant to Section
21 12406.
22 (B) Publish a strategic plan for data management to guide the
23 implementation of this part.
24 (2) By April 1, 2018, the department shall release any request
25 for proposals necessary for the development of a statewide
26 integrated water data platform.
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(3) (A) By September 1, 2019, the department shall make
available existing water and ecological dataheld by state agencies
on the platform.

(B) Thedepartment shall quarterly add theinformation described
in subparagraph (A) not available as of September 1, 2019, that
becomes available at alater date.

(4) (A) ByAugust 1, 2020, the department shall make available
on the platform available water and ecological data related to
California water supply and management that is held by the
following agencies:

(i) The United States Bureau of Reclamation.

(if) The United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(ii1) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

(iv) The United States Geological Survey.

(v) The United States Forest Service.

(B) Thedepartment shall quarterly add theinformation described
in subparagraph (A) not available as of August 1, 2020, that
becomes available at alater date.

(5) By August 1, 2020, the department shall make available on
the platform any other existing information listed in Section 12415.

(6) By August 1, 2027, the department shall make available on
the platform any other existing information listed in subdivision
(b) of Section 12415.

(b) The department may partner with an existing nonprofit
organization, with anew nonprofit organization that the department
creates, organized under paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of Section
501 of Title 26 of the United States Code, or with another state
agency to create, operate, or maintain, or any combination thereof,
the platform.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the department may enter
into an agreement with an existing nonprofit organization, with a
new nonprofit organization that the department creates, organized
under paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of Section 501 of Title 26
of the United States Code, or with another state agency for that
nonprofit organization or state agency to create, operate, or
maintain, or any combination thereof, the platform.

(d) TheDepartment of Technology isdeemed to have delegated
to the department any authority over the implementation of this
part granted to it pursuant to Section 11546 of the Government
Code.
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(e) Nothingin subdivision (a) shall prevent a state agency from
disseminating, managing, or publishing data separately from the
platform.

SEC. 3. Section 12415 of the Water Code is amended to read:

12415. The statewide integrated water data platform created
pursuant to Section 12410 shall, at a minimum, do all of the
following:

(@) Integrate existing water and ecological data information
from multiple autonomous databases managed by federal, state,
and local agencies and academiausing consi stent and standardized
formats.

(b) Integrate the following datasets, as available:

(1) The department’s information on State Water Project
reservoir operations, groundwater use, groundwater levels, urban
water use, and land use.

(2) Thestate board'sdataon water rights, water diversions, and
water quality through California Environmental Data Exchange
Network (CEDEN).

(3) The Department of Fish and Wildlife's information on fish
abundance—and—distribution: abundance, fish distribution, and
hatchery production, release, and escapement.

(4) The United States Geological Survey’s streamflow
conditions information through the National Water Information
System.

(5 The United States Bureau of Reclamation’s federal Central
Valley Project operations information.

(6) TheUnited StatesFish and Wildlife Service's, United States
Forest Service's, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Fisheries fish abundance and hatchery production,
release, and escapement information.

(c) Provide data on completed water transfers and exchanges,
including publicly available or voluntarily provided data on the
volume, price, and delivery method, identity of the buyers and
sdllers, and the water right associated with the transfer or exchange.

(d) Provide documentation of data quality and data formats
through metadata.

(e) Adhere to data protocols developed by state agencies
pursuant to Section 12406.

(f) Be able to receive both spatial and time series data from
various Sources.
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Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 11

Introduced by Assembly Members Macedo and Alanis

March 24, 2025

Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 11—A resolution to
propose to the people of the State of California an amendment to the
Congtitution of the State, by adding Section 8 to Article X thereof,
relating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

ACA 11, asintroduced, Macedo. California Water Resiliency Act.

The California Constitution declares that the general welfarerequires
that the water resources of the state be put to beneficial useto the fullest
extent of which they are capable, and that the right to the use of water
does not extend to the waste or unreasonable use, method of use, or
method of diversion of water.

This measure, the California Water Resiliency Act, would require
the Treasurer to annually transfer an amount equal to 1% of all state
revenuesfrom the General Fund to the Water Conveyance and Capacity
Infrastructure Fund, which the measure would create. The measure
would continuously appropriate moneys in the fund to the California
Water Commission for itsactual costs of implementing these provisions
and for administering grants for the entitlement, repair, design, and
construction of water infrastructure projectsthat will maintain or expand
the availability of clean, safe drinking water for homes and businesses,
and water for agricultural uses, consistent with area of origin water
rights.

Vote: %;. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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Resolved by the Assembly, the Senate concurring, That the
Legidlature of the State of California at its 2025-26 Regular
Session commencing on the second day of December 2024,
two-thirds of the membership of each house concurring, hereby
proposes to the people of the State of California that the
Consgtitution of the State be amended as follows:

First—(a) This measure shall be known, and may be cited, as
the CaliforniaWater Resiliency Act.

(b) The Legidature finds and declares all of the following:

(1) Safe, sufficient, and affordable water is fundamental to our
quality of life and key to the economic development of our
communities. Previous constitutional amendments have prioritized
spending for public education, public safety, and transportation.

(2) Itislong past timefor Californiansto prioritize spending to
maintain and increase California's storage and supply of clean,
safe drinking water for homes and busi nesses, water for agricultural
use, and treatment, purification, and reclamation of stormwater
and wastewater, while maintaining adequate water supplies for
the environment.

(3) Achieving short-term and long-term drought resiliency will
require anincreasein the supply of water; however, water projects
take yearsto permit, and onceissued, those permits can be subject
to lengthy litigation, thus increasing the cost and delaying the
realization of new water supplies.

Second—That Section 8 is added to Article X thereof, to read:

SEC. 8. (&) The Treasurer shall annually transfer an amount
equal to 1 percent of all state revenues eligible to be appropriated
pursuant to Article X111 B from the General Fund to the Water
Conveyance and Capacity Infrastructure Fund, which is hereby
created in the State Treasury. The first annual transfer shall occur
in thefirst fiscal year following the operative date of this section.

(b) The transfer of funds pursuant to subdivision (@) shall not
reduce the amount of moneys required to be applied by the State
for support of the public school system and public institutions of
higher education pursuant to Section 8 of Article XVI.

(c) MoneysintheWater Conveyance and Capacity Infrastructure
Fund are hereby continuously appropriated, notwithstanding
Section 13340 of the Government Code and without regard to
fiscal years, to the California Water Commission for its actual
costs of implementing this section and administering grants for
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the entitlement, repair, design, and construction of water
infrastructure projectsthat will maintain or expand the avail ability
of clean, safe drinking water for homes and businesses, and water
for agricultural uses, consistent with area of origin water rights.

(d) (1) Only a public agency, specia district, joint powers
authority, or apublic-private partnership shall be eligible to apply
for agrant awarded pursuant to this section.

(2) A project awarded a grant pursuant to this section shall be
owned, in whole or in part, by the applicant.

99



AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 19, 2026
AMENDED IN SENATE FEBRUARY 18, 2026

SENATE BILL No. 872

Introduced by Senator McNerney
(Coauthors:. SenatorsArchuleta, Cortese, Hurtado, Ochoa Bogh, and
Richardson)
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Harabedian and Wallis)

January 6, 2026

An act t : ;
relating-te—climate-change;, add Part 10 (commencing with Section
12996) to Division 6 of the Water Code, relating to water, and making
an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 872, asamended, McNerney. Chmate ehange-fundingpriorities:
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Existing law, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009,
declares that the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) isa critically
important natural resource for California and the nation and it serves
as both the hub of the California water system and the most valuable
estuary and wetland ecosystem on the west coast of North and South
America. Existing law establishesin the Natural Resources Agency the
Department of Water Resources. Existing law requires the department
and the Department of Fish and Widlife to determine the principal
options for the Delta and requires the department to evaluate and
comparatively rate each option for its ability to do specified things,
including, among others, to maintain Delta water quality for Delta
users, and to preserve, protect, and improve Delta levees. Existing law
establishes in the agency the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Conservancy. Existing law requiresthe conservancy to act asa primary
state agency to implement ecosystem restoration in the Delta and to
support effortsthat advance environmental protection and the economic
well-being of Delta residents.

This bill woul d+egire-of-that-ameunt-beginthg-with-the 202627
fiscal—year—and-—continging establish the Delta Levees and Canal

Subsidence Fund in the Sate Treasury and, upon appropriation, would
make the moneys in the fund available to the Secretary of the Natural
Resources Agency for expenditure consistent with the allocations
described below. The bill would authorize the secretary to seek out,
and the fund to accept, state moneys from, among other sources, any
bond funds, the General Fund, or the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.
The bill would authorize the fund to accept moneys from nonstate
sources, including federal and private moneys, and would continuously
appropriate those moneys without regard to fiscal year, for allocation
as described below, thereby making an appropriati on. The bill would
require the secretary to aIIocate moneys in the fund, through the
204647 fiscal year, - S
to funding availability, as foIIows (1) in the amount of $150 000,000,
annually, to the Department of Water Resources for the purposes of
supporting capital improvements to restore the original design water
conveyance capacity for state water conveyance systems impacted
operationally by land subsidence, and-the-sum-ef-$150,000,000-be
appfepﬁatedﬂﬁnuakly (2) in the amount of $150,000,000, annually, to

the-Seerarmente-SanJdeainBettaConservaney conservancy for projects
in the-Saeeramente-San-Jdeaguin Delta to improve existing levees, as
speetfied;thereby-making-an-appropriation: specified. The bill would
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require the secretary to proportionally reduce the above-described
amounts if there is insufficient moneys in the fund, as provided. The
bill would prohibit-furds-previded-by-these-provisions these moneys
from being expended to pay the costs of the design, construction,
operation, mitigation, or maintenance of any additi onal-Seeramento-San
Jeagutn Delta conveyance facilities, as provided.
Vote: -majority. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares al of the
following:

(&) Climate change continues to have an immense impact on
California’s water systems and changing precipitation patterns,
increasing flood and drought risks, sea level rise, and aging
infrastructure are all combining to cause significant risks to our
ability to protect water quality in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta (Delta), protect flood-vulnerable communities, maintain
water deliveries, and ensure climate-responsive water operations.

(b) Before passage of the Sustainable Groundwater M anagement
Act (Part 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6 of
the Water Code), groundwater pumping and other factors resulted
in significant land subsidence in the San Joaquin Valley. According
to the State Water Project Adaptation Strategy, this subsidence
threatens to reduce the water carrying capacity of the State Water
Project by 87 percent by 2040 if not repaired, putting drinking
water for 27,000,000 residents and 750,000 acres of farmland in
Californiaat risk.

(c) The State Water Project is the single largest energy user in
state, using about 3 percent of total statewide consumption, and
with subsided canalsincreasing the energy it takes to move water,
if these subsidence impacts to the State Water Project are not
addressed, there will be unnecessary increased energy usage and
associated costs.

(d) Each public water agency contracted with the Department
of Water Resources is obligated to pay the capital and operation
and management costs of the State Water Project in order to
participate in the State Water Project, and the Department of Water
Resources is authorized to issue bonds for the capital costs under
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the Central Valley Project (Part 3 (commencing with Section
11100) of Division 6 of the Water Code) that each state water
contractor repays along with other expenses hilled by the
Department of Water Resources, including annual operation and
mai ntenance costs.

(e) Damage to the State Water Project due to subsided canals
is largely caused by groundwater pumping actions done outside
of the public water agencies' service areas. Obligations to pay the
costs of repair of the canals would significantly increase annual
costs to public water agencies and their ratepayers.

(f) The Deltasupportslocal communities, businesses, and more
than 400,000 acres of farmland, 80 percent of whichisconsidered
United States Department of Agriculture prime farmland, and it
isalso anational heritage site, asite of critical cultural importance
to several indigenous tribes, and a thriving ecosystem supporting
severa native species of plants and animals.

(g) TheDétaisaso experiencingtheimpactsof climate change,
including, but not limited to, increasing droughts, more extreme
precipitation events, earlier snowmelt, and sea level rise that all
create concerns for how to manage the dynamic ecosystem in a
way that continues to support human life and natural ecosystems.

(h) TheDeltaissupported by 1,100 miles of leveesthat provide
protection to residences, businesses, agricultural lands, tribal
cultural sites, and infrastructure and help ensure fresh drinking
water supply to millions of Californians. However, many levees
date back to the 1800s and no longer meet the United StatesArmy
Corps of Engineers standards. If levees are breached, human life
and property in the Deltawould be at risk, and saltwater intrusion
into the fresh water that feeds the state and federal water projects
could threaten the drinking water sources for over one-half of the
peoplein the state.

(i) The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009
required, among other things, that the Delta Stewardship Council
establish a plan to reduce flood risk and guide prioritization of
state investments in the Delta. The resulting Delta Levees
Investment Strategy (DLIS) isarisk-based prioritization for levee
investmentsin the Delta adopted by the Delta Stewardship Council
as part of the Delta Plan on January 1, 2024. The god is to
maximize flood protection for people, property, water supply, the
delta ecosystem, and infrastructure, for the benefit of all
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Cdlifornians. Whilethe strategy provides arisk-based prioritization
of levee repairs in the Delta, it does not currently have funding
sources to meet its goals.

() The Sacramento-San Joaquin DeltaReform Act of 2009 also
established that it is state policy to reduce reliance on the Deltain
meeting the state’'s future water supply needs by investing in
improved water use efficiency, water recycling, advanced water
technologies, and other regiona water supply projects. These
alternative water supplieswill continue to be critical to protecting
and preserving the overall health of the Delta, and critical to the
protection of a diverse clean water supply for the people of
Cdlifornia.
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SEC.2. Part 10 (commencing with Section 12996) is added to
Division 6 of the Water Code, to read:

PART 10. DELTA LEVEESAND CANAL SUBS DENCE FUND

12996. Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions
below govern the construction of this part:

(a) “Conservancy” means the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
Conservancy, established pursuant to Division 22.3 (commencing
with Section 32300) of the Public Resources Code.

(b) “ Department” means the Department of Water Resources.

(©) “Fund” meansthe Delta Leveesand Canal Subsidence Fund
created pursuant to Section 12997.

(d) “ Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta” hasthe same meaning as
described in Section 12220 of the Water Code.

(e) “ Secretary” means the Secretary of the Natural Resources
Agency.

12997. (a) The Delta Levees and Canal Subsidence Fund is
hereby created in the State Treasury. Upon appropriation by the
Legislature, moneys deposited into the fund shall be available to
the secretary for expenditure consistent with this part.

(b) (1) The secretary may seek out, and the fund may accept,
state moneys, including, but not limited to, fromthe General Fund,
gpecial funds, the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund created
pursuant to Section 16428.8 of the Gover nment Code, or any bond
funds, for purposes of this part.

(2) The fund may accept moneys from nonstate sources,
including, but not limited to, federal and private moneys, for
purposes of this part.

(3) The secretary may establish accounts within the fund.

(4) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), and Section 13340 of the
Government Code, any nonstate funds, including, but not limited
to, federal and private funds, in the fund are continuously
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appropriated without regard to fiscal year to the secretary for
expenditure consistent with this part.

(c) The secretary shall allocate moneys in the fund in the
following manner:

(1) (A) The sum of one hundred fifty million dollars
($150,000,000) annually through the 2046-47 fiscal year, subject
to funding availability, to the department for the purpose of
supporting capital improvements to restore the original design
water conveyance capacity for state water conveyance systems
impacted operationally by land subsidence.

(B) Thedepartment shall prioritize projects based on the volume
of water capacity they can restore to the state water system, and
shall provide priority to projects where the surrounding
groundwater basin is implementing best management practices
aligned with the goals of the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (Part 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720)),
or the equivalent as determined by the department, to manage land
subsidence, as determined by the department.

(C) The department may adopt guidelines to implement this
paragraph. The Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title
2 of the Government Code) does not apply to the adoption of the
guidelines by the department to implement this paragraph. Before
adopting or revising the guidelines or other standards, the
department shall provide an opportunity for public comment and
at least one public workshop.

(2) (A) The sum of one hundred fifty million dollars
($150,000,000) annually through the 2046-47 fiscal year, subject
to funding availability, to the conservancy for projects in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta to improve existing levees,
including multibenefit levee projects that protect, enhance, or
restore habitat, and improve water quality.

(B) The conservancy shall prioritize projects that improve the
sustainability of local or state water supplies, and projects that
improve instream, riparian, flood plain, and wetland habitat.

(C) The conservancy may adopt guidelines to implement this
paragraph. The Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title
2 of the Government Code) does not apply to the adoption of the
guidelines by the conservancy to implement this paragraph. Before
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adopting or revising the guidelines or other standards, the
conservancy shall provide an opportunity for public comment and
at least one public workshop.

(d) If there are insufficient moneys in the fund to fully provide
for the allocations specified in subdivision (c), the amounts shall
be proportionally reduced as determined by the secretary.

(e) Moneys provided by this part shall not be expended to pay
the costs of the design, construction, operation, mitigation, or
maintenance of any additional Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
conveyance facilities. Those costs shall be the responsibility of the
water agencies that benefit from the design, construction,
operation, mitigation, or maintenance of those facilities.

97



PO Box 2157
Los Banos, CA 93635

sldmwa.org
To: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates
SLDMWA Board of Directors, Alternates
From: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director
Date: April 6, 2026
RE: Recommendation to Board of Directors to Authorize Execution of Professional Services Agreement

and Task Order with MM Water Resources and Related Expenditures from the FY27 Leg Ops Budget

Background

Regulatory

On December 4, 2025, Reclamation executed a Record of Decision’ on the Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project (“CVP”) and State Water Project, as a first step towards implementing Executive Order
14181, updating operations associated with the Record of Decision executed by Reclamation and the
Biological Opinions issued by the Fish and Wildlife Service and NOAA Fisheries in December 2024. This new
operation is described as “Action 5”.

Specifically, the Action 5 ROD updates the operations of the Projects by:

(1) Removing the Delta Smelt Summer and Fall Habitat Action (Fall X2), in response to findings by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the action is not anticipated to have observable effects on
delta smelt survival;

(2) Removingthe earlyimplementation measure of the Delta exportreduction of the Healthy Rivers
and Landscapes (“HRL”) program, in response to uncertainties associated with the timing of
potential adoption and implementation of the HRL Program by California’s State Water Resources
Control Board; and

(3) Updating the Delta operating criteria to expand the opportunities for Old and Middle River (“OMR”)
management at no more negative than -5,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), and a stormflex action of -
6,500 cfs, including the use of predictive tools for real-time assessment of environmental conditions.

Federal Workforce

One focus of the current federal administration has been reducing the scale of the federal workforce, which
has had impacts on Reclamation’s California-Great Basin region, including staffing reductions in
Reclamation’s Bay-Delta office. One result of this workforce reduction effort has been an increase in the
consultant pool to provide technical support to advance various lines of evidence that can improve species
recovery efforts and more efficient operations of the CVP.

T https://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_project_details.php?Project_ID=54661
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Agreement with MM Water Resources
April 6, 2026

Issue for Decision

Whether the Water Resources Committee should recommend the execution of a Professional Services
Agreement and associated Task Orders with MM Water Resources in the amount currently being negotiated
with Reclamation to support advancement of lines of evidence that can improve species recovery efforts
and more efficient operations of the CVP.

Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Committee recommend the execution of a Professional Services Agreement with
MM Water Resources and associated task orders to the Board of Directors.

Analysis

MM Water Resources personnel have substantial experience in the CVP, with strong strategic and technical
acumen. There is substantial work needed to be performed to advance various lines of evidence that can
improve species recovery and improve the efficiency of CVP operations, and MM Water Resources has the
capacity and expertise to advance these important efforts.

Staff understands that Reclamation is advancing a procurement effort to directly contract with MM Water
Resources for substantially similar services, but the federal procurement process has a substantial delay in
completion, and associated impacts on potential advancement of key Water Authority and CVP contractor
efforts to advance exploration of lines of evidence that could lead to operational improvements. The
execution of a contract with MM Water Resources would reduce the temporal gap and serve to continue the
advancement of these various work streams.

Budget Implications

The Water Authority’s Leg-Ops Fund (Fund 05) has a number of funding pools available to support this
contract, including Technical Legal and Science Program line items. For CVP wide functions, it is anticipated
that the Water Authority will be supporting this contract on a limited temporal basis, as Reclamation is
currently advancing its procurement process for a direct contract with MM Water Resources. Funds
expended under this contract are anticipated to be reimbursed to the Water Authority by Reclamation under
a separate agreement, so the only budget implication is a short-term cash flow of the contract during the
time it takes Reclamation to stand up its independent contract with MM Water Resources.
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SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY

AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

For
CVP Long-Term Operation Strategy Support

AGREEMENT No. [XXX-F27-AA05]

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into effective DATE, 2026, between the San Luis & Delta-
Mendota Water Authority, hereinafter referred to as “SLDMWA” and MM Water Resources, hereinafter
referred to as “Consultant” for professional services as set forth herein.

Task Order Contract: XYes [INo
The following designated Exhibits are incorporated fully into and made a part of this Agreement:

Exhibit A — Scope of Services

Exhibit B — General Terms and Conditions for Professional Services
Exhibit C — Fees, Hourly Rates and Reimbursable Costs/Expenses
Exhibit D — Task Order Format, applicable to Task Order Contracts

IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED, as follows:
1. SCOPE OF SERVICES

Consultant shall provide the professional services described in the Scope of Services set forth in
Exhibit A as may be amended or augmented from time to time, and in accordance with this Agreement,
any Task Orders applicable to the Agreement, and the General Terms and Conditions for Professional
Services set forth in Exhibit B, and for the compensation set forth in Exhibit C, Fees, Hourly Rates, and
Reimbursable Costs/Expenses.

Any change in the Scope of the Services, budget or schedule set forth therein, or to any other
matter materially affecting the performance of or nature of the professional services will not be paid for
or accepted unless such change, addition or deletion be approved in advance, in writing, by SLDMWA.

2. TERM OF AGREEMENT AND PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

This Agreement shall become effective as of the date indicated and shall continue until the earlier
of the completion of all required services or five (5) years from the effective date of the Agreement.

3. PARTY REPRESENTATIVES AND NOTICES

Each party’s designated representative for administration of this Agreement and receipt of notices
is designated below. All notices or other communications provided for by the Agreement shall be in
writing and shall be sent by 1) personal delivery, 2) nationally-recognized overnight delivery service (such
as Federal Express) which provides evidence of delivery, 3) first class United States mail (postage
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prepaid), registered or certified, return receipt requested, or 4) e-mail with a copy by first class U.S. mail.
Notice shall be deemed received on the date actually delivered if delivered by personal delivery, overnight
delivery, or U.S. Mail with return receipt requested and delivered during normal business hours on a
business day. Notice by e-mail shall be deemed delivered on the date of transmission, unless the same is
after 5:00 p.m. or on a weekend or holiday, in which event delivery shall be on the next business day. A
party may change its address for notices under the Agreement by giving notice as provided herein. Notices
shall be sent to the following party representatives at the following addresses:

SLDMWA Consultant
Scott Petersen David Mooney
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority MM Water Resources
1331 Garden Highway, 2" Floor Address
Sacramento, CA 95833 City, State ZIP
Scott.Petersen@sldmwa.org Email address
209-826-9696 Phone

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by and on behalf of the parties hereto, the
day, month and year so indicated above. If Consultant is a corporation, partnership or limited liability
company, documentation must be provided that the person signing below for Consultant has the authority
to do so and to bind Consultant to the terms of this Agreement.

San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Consultant
By: By:
Federico Barajas David Mooney
Executive Director Title
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority MM Water Resources
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EXHIBIT A SCOPE OF SERVICES

Consultant will provide strategic advice, project formulation, and program management support
on the long-term operation of the CVP to SLDMWA, as requested. Individual work efforts,
specific tasks, assignments, deliverables, and associated cost estimates will be described in
acceptable detail in sequential Task Orders. Consultant cost accounting, work description detail,
and invoicing will track specific work efforts according to Task Order.
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EXHIBIT B GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

ARTICLE 1. SCOPE OF SERVICES OF CONSULTANT

A. Services: Consultant’s Services consist of the Scope of Services described in Exhibit A
to the Agreement, all in accordance with all terms of the Agreement and applicable laws and regulations.

B. Changes/Amendments: Consultant’s Services may be changed or amended only by
written amendment executed by SLDMWA and Consultant. No claim for any additional compensation
or time shall be valid unless authorized by a written amendment.

C. Trust and Confidence: Consultant accepts the relationship of trust and confidence
established between SLDMWA and Consultant by the Agreement.

D. Consultant’s Skills and Compliance with Professional Standards: Consultant represents
and warrants that it is skilled in the professional calling necessary to perform all services, duties and
obligations required by the Agreement; that it will perform its Services under this Agreement with the
degree of skill and diligence normally practiced in the same industry by consultants performing the same
or similar services. Consultant shall comply with all Federal, State, County, local and other governing
laws, rules and regulations applicable to the performance of the Services.

E. Independent Contractor: Consultant shall be an independent contractor, and neither
Consultant nor any employee of Consultant or its sub-consultants shall be deemed to be an employee of
SLDMWA.

F. No Relation with Sub-consultants: Nothing in the Agreement shall create any contractual
relation between SLDMWA and any sub-consultants, or their agents and employees, employed by
Consultant. No sub-consultants, agents, employees or other parties are third party beneficiaries of the
Agreement. Consultant shall be responsible to SLDMWA for the acts and omissions of its employees,
sub-consultants, and their agents and employees, and other persons performing any of the work under the
Agreement.

G. Compliance with Laws:  Consultant shall give all notices and comply with all applicable
laws, ordinances, rules, regulations, and lawful orders of any public authority bearing on the performance
of its work, including those relating to safety of its employees and sub-consultants, hazardous materials,
and equal employment opportunities; obtain all permits and licenses necessary for performance of its
work; pay all wages, fees, benefits, and other amounts due to personnel and sub-consultants in connection
with their performance of services and as required by law; pay all applicable local, state, and federal taxes
associated with its work; and pay all amounts required by law in connection with employees including,
but not limited to, Social Security taxes, income tax withholdings, unemployment insurance, and workers’
compensation insurance premiums. If federal funding is obtained in connection with any Phase of the
project work, Consultant shall comply with all federal requirements applicable at the time of notice to
proceed with the work funded in whole or in part by federal funds and that are required in connection with
such federal funding. Upon the Authority’s request, Consultant shall furnish evidence satisfactory to the
Authority that any or all of the foregoing obligations have been fulfilled.

Note: See Article 19 for additional terms applicable to Task Order Contracts.
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ARTICLE 2. SCHEDULE
A Consultant shall perform in accordance with the time specified in the Agreement.

B. Any delays in or failure of performance by either party under this Agreement (except
payment of compensation under Article 6) shall not constitute default hereunder and neither party shall be
liable to the other for failure to perform its obligations hereunder if and to the extent that such failure to
perform is caused by or results from force majeure which shall be defined to be causes or occurrences
beyond the control of the party affected, including, but not limited to, acts of governmental authority, acts
of God, strikes or other concerted acts of workmen, unavailability of labor or materials and operating
equipment, fires, floods, explosions, riots, war, rebellion, insurrection and sabotage; provided, however,
that the party whose performance is delayed shall have given notice and full description of the cause of
the delay in writing to the other party as soon as possible after the occurrence of the cause relied on by it.

ARTICLES3. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Consultant shall not have a familial, financial, or investment interest in any of the persons,
contractors or companies with responsibilities related to the work described in Exhibit A or any Task
Orders. A familial interest exists if any of Consultant’s officers, directors, employee(s) providing
professional services to SLDMWA, or owners of 10% or more of the business is the spouse, sibling,
parent, child, grandparent, grandchild, aunt/uncle or niece/nephew of any of the officers, directors, project
managers, or owners of 10% or more of the business of any of the persons, contractors or companies with
responsibilities related to the work described in Exhibit A or any Task Orders. Consultant affirms that,
to the best of its knowledge, there exists no actual or potential conflict between family, business, or
financial interests of Consultant and SLDMWA. Consultant agrees to advise SLDMWA of any actual or
potential conflicts of interest that may develop subsequent to the date of execution of the Agreement.

ARTICLE 4. ASSIGNMENT AND SUBCONTRACTING

Except as expressly authorized herein, Consultant shall neither assign its rights nor delegate its
duties under the Agreement without prior written consent of SLDMWA.  This prohibition of assignment
and delegation extends to all assignments and delegations that lawfully may be prohibited by agreement.
Except as expressly allowed in the Agreement, Consultant shall not subcontract any of the work to be
performed or services to be rendered without the prior consent of SLDMWA.

ARTICLES. NON-DISCRIMINATION

Consultant shall not discriminate against any employee or potential employee on the basis of
prohibited criteria, as defined in Government Code section 12940. Without limiting the foregoing in any
way, during the performance of this Agreement, Consultant and its sub-Consultants shall not unlawfully
discriminate, harass, or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for employment because of
sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, physical disability (including HIV and AIDS),
mental disability, medical condition (cancer), age (over 40), marital status, and denial of family care leave.
Consultant and sub-Consultants shall insure that the evaluation and treatment of their employees and
applicants for employment are free from such discrimination and harassment. Consultant and sub--
Consultants shall comply with the provisions of the Fair Employment and Housing Act (Government
Code Section 12990 (a-f) et seq.) and the applicable regulations promulgated thereunder (California Code
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of Regulations, Title 2, Section 7285 et seq.). The applicable regulations of the Fair Employment and
Housing Commission implementing Government Code Section 12990 (a-f), set forth in Chapter 5 of
Division 4 of Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations, are incorporated into this Agreement by
reference and made a part hereof as if set forth in full. Consultant and its sub-Consultants shall give written
notice of their obligations under this clause to labor organizations with which they have a collective
bargaining or other Agreement. Consultant shall include the nondiscrimination and compliance provisions
of this clause in all subcontracts to perform work under the Agreement.

ARTICLEG6. COMPENSATION; TAXES

A. Professional Services: Consultant agrees to perform the Basic Services and any
authorized Extra Services, and SLDMWA agrees to pay Consultant for such services in accordance with
Exhibit C to the Agreement, or such other rates for Extra Services as may be expressly agreed upon in
writing between SLDMWA and Consultant.

B. Reimbursable Consultant Costs/Expenses: SLDMWA recognizes that certain costs and
expenses associated with the services performed may be reimbursable to Consultant. Categories of
costs/expenses that may be considered for reimbursement are included in Exhibit C. Payments to
Consultant for reimbursable costs/expenses will be made only after the specific costs/expenses have been
incurred and invoicing has been verified by submission of substantiating documentation, such as copies
of paid invoices or other documentation confirming that such costs/expenses have been incurred by
Consultant.

C. Invoicing: Consultant shall submit one (1) invoice monthly to SLDMWA, including
applicable time records and identification of any deliverables submitted during the billing period, for the
work performed the prior month at rates not to exceed those stated in Exhibit C, with email copy to
Accounts Payable, San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority, at accounts.payable@sldmwa.org or via
U.S. Mail at P.O. Box 2157, Los Banos, CA 93635. If applicable, Consultant’s invoice also shall include
reimbursable costs/expenses incurred for the billing period. Invoices requesting reimbursement for
costs/expenses incurred during the billing period must clearly list items for which reimbursement is being
requested and be accompanied by proper documentation (e.g. receipts, invoices).

D. Payment: Invoices received by SLDMWA on or before the 15" day of a given month and
subsequently approved by SLDMWA will be paid by SLDMWA before the end of the following month.
All other properly invoice amounts shall be paid not more than forty-five (45) days after delivery of an
invoice. Disputed invoices shall be returned to Consultant within ten (10) working days of receipt.

E. Payment Disputes: SLDMWA may dispute any invoice or portion thereof which is not
properly documented and in accordance with the Agreement. For any disputed payment, SLDMWA shall
provide written notice describing its dispute to Consultant. Disputes arising in the performance of this
Contract which are not resolved by agreement of the parties shall be decided in writing by the authorized
representative of SLDMWA. This decision shall be final and conclusive unless within ten (10) working
days from the date of the receipt of its copy, Contractor mails or otherwise furnishes a written appeal to
SLDMWA'’s Chief Operating Officer. In connection with any such appeal, Contractor shall be afforded
an opportunity to be heard and to offer evidence in support of its position. The decision of the Chief
Operating Officer shall be binding upon Contractor and Contractor shall abide by the decision. Unless
otherwise directed by SLDMWA, Contractor shall continue performance under this Agreement while
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matters in dispute are being resolved. In the event of a dispute between each parties Terms & Conditions,
SLDMWA terms will prevail.

F. Taxes: Any and all taxes imposed or assessed on Consultant's income by reason of this
agreement or its performance, including but not limited to sales or use taxes, shall be paid by Consultant.
Consultant shall be responsible for any taxes or penalties assessed by reason of any claims that Consultant
is an employee of SLDMWA.

ARTICLE7. SLDMWA’S OBLIGATIONS

SLDMWA shall cooperate with Consultant to facilitate the conduct of Consultant’s performance
of its services under this Agreement, including for purposes of the exchange of information and
consultation, as well as to provide access as required to any SLDMWA facilities that are the subject of
the services. Consultant’s primary source of contact with the SLDMWA shall be the contact designated
in the Agreement.

ARTICLES8. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

A. SLDMWA not disclose to Consultant any information SLDMWA considers confidential
or otherwise protected from disclosure under this Agreement or any associated Task Orders. Confidential
Information shall be (a) any and all information provided by SLDMWA (the "Disclosing Party") to
Consultant (the "Receiving Party") that is labeled and/or marked confidential, and if disclosed orally,
summarized in written format within (30) calendar days of disclosure and identified as "confidential",
"trade secret”, or "proprietary", and (b) information that is not labeled as "confidential”, "trade secret"”, of
"proprietary” but after which SLDMWA notifies Consultant as being "confidential”, “trade secret", or

"proprietary”, SLDMWA shall retain all ownership rights over its Confidential Information.

B. The Confidential Information will be kept confidential, and will not, without SLDMWA's
prior written consent, be disclosed by Consultant, in any manner whatsoever, in whole or in part, and shall
not be used in any manner directly or indirectly by Consultant, other than in connection with providing
services under this Agreement.

C. Confidential Information does not include information which (i) at the time of disclosure
is within the public domain through no breach of this Agreement by Consultant; (ii) has been known or
independently developed by and is currently in the possession of Consultant prior to disclosure or receipt
hereunder; (iii) was or is acquired by Consultant from a third party (other than a Member customer
contacted by Consultant through the operation of this Agreement) who did not to Consultant's knowledge
breach an obligation of confidentiality by disclosing it to Consultant.

D. Consultant will retain the Confidential Information only so long as it is necessary to
perform Consultant's tasks under this Agreement, and after such time, the Confidential Information will
be returned to SLDMWA (or at SLDMWA's written option, destroyed), and Consultant will retain no
copies of the Confidential Information.

ARTICLE 9. INSURANCE

A. Required Policies: Consultant and any sub-consultants shall procure and maintain
insurance on all of its operations during the progress of its work described in Exhibit A or any Task Orders,
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with reliable insurance companies approved by the State of California Department of Insurance and with
a Bests’ rating of no less than (A) Level VII, on forms acceptable to SLDMWA, for the following
minimum insurance coverages, which may be increased or expanded by the Agreement:

Exhibit B

Workers” Compensation insurance and occupational disease insurance, as required
by law, with limit of no less than $1,000,000 per accident for bodily injury or
disease;

Employer’s liability insurance, with minimum limits of $1,000,000, covering all
workplaces involved in the Agreement.

Commercial General Liability Insurance in an amount not less than $1,000,000
combined single limit per occurrence for bodily injury, property damage, personal
injury, advertising liability, blanket contractual liability, Contractor's obligations
under this Agreement, products and completed operations, and coverage for
independent contractors with limits of not less than one million dollars
($1,000,000) for each occurrence, an annual aggregate of two million dollars
($2,000,000), and a products/completed operations aggregate of two million dollars
(%$2,000,000).

Commercial Automobile Insurance for all owned, non-owned and hired vehicles
used by Consultant in the performance of its services under this Agreement with a
limit of not less than $1,000,000 combined single limit per occurrence for bodily
injury and property damage.

Professional Liability Insurance, written on a “Claims Made Basis,” with limits of
liability in amounts not less than $1,000,000 per claim and $2,000,000 aggregate,
insuring Consultant, for its own acts and for the acts of all persons for whose acts
Consultant may be liable, against liabilities arising out of or in connection with
negligent acts, errors, or omissions in connection with the carrying out of their
professional responsibilities under the Agreement. Consultant shall provide
SLDMWA proof of professional liability insurance coverage for two years
following final completion of the Agreement.

Additional Terms:

1.

All general liability policies shall name SLDMWA, its elected or appointed
officers, officials, agents, directors, representatives, authorized volunteers and
employees (collectively “SLDMWA”) as additional insureds include a severability
of interest provision, and shall provide that such policy is primary and not
contributory with any insurance carried by SLDMWA or its Members.

The insurance to be provided by Consultant under this Agreement shall not include
any of the following: except for Professional Liability Insurance, any claims-made
insurance policies; any self-insured retention or deductible amount greater than two
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) unless approved in writing by



SLDMWA; any endorsement limiting coverage available to SLDMWA that is
otherwise required by this Article 9 with respect to policies on which SLDMWA is
required to be named as an additional insured; and any policy or endorsement
language that (i) negates coverage to SLDMWA for SLDMWA's own negligence;
(ii) limits the duty to defend SLDMWA under the policy ; (iii) provides coverage
to SLDMWA only if Consultant is negligent , or (iv) permits the recovery of
defense costs from any additional insured. The insurance provided under this
Agreement shall not contain any restrictions or limitations which are inconsistent
with SLDMWA's rights under this Agreement.

3. Consultant shall provide Certificates of Insurance, or other evidence of insurance
as requested by SLDMWA, to SLDMWA within ten (10) days after receipt by
Consultant of the executed Agreement. The certificates shall provide that there
will be no cancellation, suspension, voiding or change of coverage without thirty
(30) days’ prior written notice to SLDMWA. There shall be no reduction or
modification of coverage of insurance required by the Agreement without the
written consent of SLDMWA. Consultant shall provide SLDMWA with a new or
renewed certificate of insurance upon any changes or modifications to coverage,
including any extension or renewal of required insurance coverage; provided that
any changes or modifications to coverage shall be consistent with this Agreement.

4. The insurer(s) issuing the required policies shall, by separate endorsement, agree to
waive all rights of subrogation against the "Additional Insureds" for losses arising
in any manner from the products or work provided or performed by or on behalf of
Consultant for SLDMWA, but this provision applies regardless of whether or not
SLDMWA has received the waiver of subrogation.

ARTICLE 10. INDEMNITY; NO LIABILITY FOR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES

A. Consultant shall, with respect to all work which is covered by or incidental to the
Agreement, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless SLDMWA, its officers, directors, agents,
representatives and employees (collectively “SLDMWA”), from and against any and all liens and claims
asserted by firms or individuals claiming through Consultant, and claims, liability, loss, damage, civil
fines, penalties, costs, or expenses, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, expert’s fees, awards, fines, or
judgments, relating to the death or bodily injury to persons, injury to property, other loss, damage, or
expense to the extent that any of the above arise out of, pertain to, or relate to the negligence, recklessness,
willful misconduct or breach of this Agreement by Consultant or anyone acting under its direction or
control or on its behalf in the course of its performance under this Agreement. Consultant’s duty shall
include the duty to defend the indemnitees as required by Civil Code section 2778, which duty shall arise
from the need for defense and is not contingent upon a finding of liability for indemnification, and
Consultant shall employ counsel reasonably acceptable to SLDMWA for this defense obligation.
Consultant shall not be obligated under the Agreement to indemnify SLDMWA to the extent that the
damage is caused by the active or sole negligence or willful misconduct of SLDMWA or its agent or
servants other than Consultant.

B. SLDMWA shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless Consultant, its officers, directors,
agents, representatives and employees (collectively “Consultant”) from and against any and all claims,
liability, loss, damage, civil fines, penalties, costs, or expenses, including reasonable attorneys’ fees,
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expert’s fees, awards, fines, or judgments, relating to the death or bodily injury to persons, injury to
property, other loss, damage, or expense to the extent that any of the above arise out of, pertain to, or relate
to the negligence, recklessness, willful misconduct or breach of this Agreement by SLDMWA or anyone
acting under its direction or control or on its behalf in the course of its performance under this Agreement
other than Consultant. SLDMWA'’s duty shall include the duty to defend the indemnitees as required by
Civil Code section 2778, which duty shall arise from the need for defense and is not contingent upon a
finding of liability for indemnification, and SLDMWA shall employ counsel reasonably acceptable to
Consultant for this defense obligation. SLDMWA shall not be obligated under the Agreement to
indemnify Consultant to the extent that the damage is caused by the active or sole negligence or willful
misconduct of Consultant or its agent or servants.

C. Where any claim results from the joint negligence, gross negligence, willful misconduct or
breach of any provision of this Agreement by SLDMWA and Consultant, the amount of such claim for
which SLDMWA or Consultant is liable as indemnitor under this Article shall equal (i) the proportionate
part that the amount of such claim attributable to such indemnitor’s negligence, gross negligence, willful
misconduct or breach of any provision of this Agreement bears to, and (ii) the amount of the total claim
attributable to the joint negligence, gross negligence, willful misconduct or breach of any provision of this
Agreement at issue.

D. Consultant and SLDMWA each agree to promptly serve notice on the other party of any
claims arising hereunder, and shall cooperate in the defense of any such claims.

E. The acceptance by SLDMWA or its representatives of any certificate of insurance
providing for coverage of any kind shall in no event be deemed a waiver of any of the provisions of this
Article. None of the foregoing provisions shall deprive SLDMWA of any action, right or remedy
otherwise available by law.

F. Except to the extent of any insurance coverage, neither Consultant nor SLDMWA shall be
responsible to the other for any form of consequential damages, including, but not limited to losses of use,
sale, profits, financing, business and reputation, and attorney fees thereon. Nothing in these provisions
or in this Agreement shall waive, release or compromise any insurance requirements or coverages required
in Article 9.

ARTICLE 11. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INFRINGEMENT

Consultant shall defend, indemnify and hold SLDMWA free and harmless from and against, any
loss, cost and expense that SLDMWA incurs because of a claim that any deliverables, materials or
equipment (hereinafter "Product™) provided pursuant to this Agreement infringes on the intellectual
property right of others.

ARTICLE 12. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

Except as otherwise set forth in Article 10 of this Agreement, in no event will Consultant be liable
to SLDMWA for any incidental, indirect, special, consequential or punitive damages or lost profits of
SLDMWA. The aggregate total liability of Consultant arising from or related to SLDMWA'’s
engagement of Consultant shall not exceed the recoveries from insurance provided or, if none, an amount
equivalent to the fee paid by SLDMWA to Consultant for its services under this Agreement.
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ARTICLE 13. USE AND OWNERSHIP OF WORK PRODUCT

As used in this Agreement, the term "Work Product™ means any and all deliverables or materials
fixed in a tangible medium of expression, including software code, written procedure, written documents,
abstracts and summaries thereof, or any portions or components of the foregoing created, written,
developed, conceived, perfected or designed in connections with the services provided under this
Agreement. SLDMWA shall retain all rights, title and interest in and to the Work Product, including all
intellectual property rights therein and any and all enhancements, improvements and derivative works
thereof, and Consultant obtains no rights therein.

ARTICLE 14. ONLINE DOCUMENT ACCESSIBILITY

Consultant will provide electronic copies of documents and materials designated for public access
on the Authority’s public website consistent with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2 Level
AA Conformance and/or current state and federal standards for accessibility. If Consultant has any
question as to whether a deliverable is subject to these requirements, Consultant shall confirm with the
Authority whether the deliverable is anticipated to be posted to the Authority website. Consultant may
reference the California Department of Technology’s Web Accessibility Assessment Checklist at
https://dor.ca.gov/Home/Accessibility to help Consultant comply with State and WCAG standards and
requirements. Consultant should ensure documents and materials created for the Authority are compatible
with most major Internet browsers, including Chrome, Firefox and Safari. The Authority reserves the right
to return to Consultant for correction any deliverable that is required to be website accessible, and that the
Authority determines not to be compliant, in accordance with these standards. Any such modification shall
be done at Consultant’s cost and without further charge to the Authority.

ARTICLE 15. TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT

This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon thirty (30) days' written notice, with or
without cause, upon written notification to the other party. Following such termination, SLDMWA shall
pay Consultant all unpaid sums due for services performed under this Agreement to the date of
termination, plus reasonable expenses for winding down the services. Following such payment,
SLDMWA shall have the right to immediate possession of all documents, files (including electronic files),
and other Work Product. No termination of the Agreement shall excuse or otherwise relieve Consultant
of its responsibilities under the Agreement, including, without limitation, the standard of care for its work
and services and its indemnity obligations. All of such responsibilities under the Agreement with respect
to work and/or services performed prior to the date of termination shall survive any termination.

ARTICLE 16. RECORDS AND AUDIT

SLDMWA or SLDMWA'’s authorized representative shall have access, upon reasonable notice
and during normal business hours during the term of the Agreement and for a period of two (2) years
thereafter, to Consultant’s books and records and all other documentation pertaining to Consultant’s
services under this Agreement for the purpose of auditing and verifying the cost of such services or for
any other reasonable purpose. Such access includes the right to make excerpts, transcriptions and
photocopies at SLDMWA'’s expense.
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ARTICLE 17. DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Consultant and SLDMWA shall attempt to resolve conflicts or disputes that arise under this
Agreement or that relate in any way to this Agreement or the subject matter of this Agreement in a fair
and reasonable manner. The parties agree to attempt to mediate through a professional mediator any
conflicts or disputes not otherwise resolved by the parties, with the costs of mediation shared equally by
the parties. If the mediation does not settle the conflict or dispute, the parties may agree in writing to
binding arbitration, or the matter may proceed in litigation before a court of competent jurisdiction.
Neither party shall commence or pursue arbitration or litigation prior to (1) the completion of mediation
proceedings, and (2) prior to completion of Consultant’s services under this Agreement.

ARTICLE 18. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

A. Successors and Assigns: SLDMWA and Consultant each binds itself, its partners,
successors, assigns and legal representatives to the other party hereto and to the partners, successors,
assigns and legal representatives of such other party in respect to all covenants, agreements and obligations
contained in the Agreement. Consultant shall not assign the Agreement or sublet it in whole or part
without the written consent of SLDMWA, nor shall Consultant assign any moneys due or to become due
to it hereunder without the prior written consent of SLDMWA.

B. Unenforceability of any Clause: If any clause or provision of the Agreement is held to be
unenforceable or invalid, then that provision of the Agreement shall be stricken and all other provisions
of this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect and shall not be effected thereby.

C. Waiver of Breach: Failure by one party to notify the other of a breach of any provision of
this Agreement shall not constitute a waiver of any continuing breach. Failure by one party to enforce
any of its rights under this Agreement shall not constitute a waiver of those rights. The waiver by either
Party of a breach or violation of any provision of this Agreement shall not operate as, or be construed to
be, a waiver of any subsequent breach of the same or any other provision hereof.

D. Entire Agreement. The Agreement, including all exhibits, represents the entire and
integrated agreement between SLDMWA and Consultant and supersedes all prior negotiations,
representations or agreements, either written or oral. No changes, amendments, alterations or
modifications to this Agreement will be effective unless in writing and executed in the same manner as
the Agreement.

E. Interpretation: The Agreement shall be construed and interpreted in accordance with the
laws of the State of California.

F. Headings: The titles of sections of these General Conditions are for convenience only and
no presumption or implication of the intent of the parties as to the construction of this Agreement shall be
drawn therefrom.

ARTICLE 19. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS FOR TASK ORDER CONTRACTS

In addition to all of the foregoing provisions, the following apply when this Agreement is
designated as a “Task Order Contract”.

A. Where this Agreement is indicated to be a Task Order Contract, the Agreement will consist
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of the individual projects defined by Task Orders entered into by the Parties during the term of and
pursuant to this Agreement. Each Task Order will be numbered sequentially and will be similar in format
to Exhibit D, entitled “Task Order Format,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.
Each Task Order will specifically define the scope of work for each specific project on which SLDMWA
desires to retain Consultant’s services. Each Task Order will also specify (1) the date on which the work
covered by the Task Order is to begin; (2) the date on which the work covered by the Task Order is to be
completed; (3) the estimated charges that SLDMWA can expect to pay to Consultant for Consultant’s
services pursuant to such Task Order; and (4) the names of the persons who will be SLDMWA’s and
Consultant’s respective principal representatives for the management and performance of the specific
services covered by said Task Order.

B. The specific services covered by each separate Task Order will be undertaken by
Consultant only upon receipt of a Task Order signed by an authorized representative of SLDMWA and
accepted by an authorized representative of Consultant.

C. Consultant will commence performing the services specified by each Task Order on the
commencement date specified in the Task Order, and will complete such services within the time and
monetary limitations specified in the Task Order. If Consultant, in the course of performing its services
under any given Task Order, determines it will be unable to complete the services within the time schedule
or authorized limit of charges specified in the Task Order, it will promptly so notify SLDMWA of such
determination. Within fourteen (14) days of said notification, SLDMWA will inform Consultant as to
how SLDMWA chooses to proceed.

D. All invoices for services shall identify the Task Order number.

E. SLDMWA will have the right to terminate Consultant's services under any specific Task
Order at any time by giving notice in writing to Consultant. Consultant will not be entitled to payment
for any cost related to the terminated part of services covered by the Task Order and incurred after the
effective date of termination except for costs directly related to work performed by Consultant in
terminating; provided that such work is authorized in advance by SLDMWA's representatives under such
Task Order. SLDMWA also will reimburse Consultant for all expenses incurred by Consultant in
satisfying commitments for materials, equipment and services for use in the terminated work which were
made by Consultant prior to such termination. Such expenses may include the cost of returning or
disposing of unused materials and equipment and terminating agreements for services by third parties.
Consultant, however, will use its best efforts to minimize such costs. This paragraph provides the full
and exclusive compensation to Consultant in the event of a terminated Task Order or termination of a
Task Order Contract.

F. The limitation of liability in Article 12 is modified such that, if the conduct by Consultant
giving rise to the loss occurs under one or more Task Orders, the aggregate total liability of Consultant
arising from or related to SLDMWA'’s engagement of Consultant shall not exceed the recoveries from
insurance provided or, if none, an amount equivalent to the fee paid by SLDMWA to Consultant for its
services under the applicable Task Orders.
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EXHIBIT C

FEES, HOURLY RATES AND REIMBURSABLE COSTS/EXPENSES

Fees, hourly rates, and reimbursable costs/expenses will be described in acceptable detail in sequential
Task Orders.
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EXHIBIT D TASK ORDER FORMAT
[TITLE]
Detailed Scope of Work
TASK 1 —[TITLE]
[Description]
TASK 2 —[TITLE]
[Description]
Basis for Payment:
Budget Maximum:
Estimate of Time Schedule:
SLDMWA Project Lead: [Name] [Email]
Consultant Project Lead: [Name] [Email]

Special Instructions:

Accepted:
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Consultant
By: By:
Federico Barajas [NAME]
Executive Director [TITLE]
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority [ORGANIZATION]
Date: Date:

Task Order 2026-001



PO Box 2157
| I Los Banos, CA 93635
Memorandum
R

sldmwa.org

To: SLDMWA Water Resources Committee Members and Alternates
From: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director
Date: April 6,2026

RE: Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities

Background

This memorandum is provided to briefly summarize the current status of various agency processes regarding
water policy activities, including but not limited to the (1) Implementation of Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project, including environmental compliance; (2) State Water
Resources Control Board action; (3) Central Valley Regional Water Board Action, (4) San Joaquin River
Restoration Program; (5) Delta conveyance; (6) Reclamation action; (7) Delta Stewardship Council action;
(8) San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint, and (9) San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative Action Plan.

Policy Items

Implementation of Executive Order 14181

On January 2024, President Trump issued Executive Order 141817, directing analysis of potential changes to
the operations in the 2024 Record of Decision (“ROD”) for consideration by the Administration. On
December 4, 2025, Reclamation executed a Record of Decision on the Long-Term Operations of the Central
Valley Project and State Water Project, as a first step towards implementing EO 14181.

Implementation of 2024 Record of Decision on Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project

On December 4, 2025, Reclamation executed a Record of Decision? on the Long-Term Operations of the
Central Valley Project and State Water Project, as a first step towards implementing EO 14181, updating
operations associated with the Record of Decision executed by Reclamation and the Biological Opinions
issued by the Fish and Wildlife Service and NOAA Fisheries in December 2024. This new operation is
described as “Action 5”.

Specifically, the Action 5 ROD updates the operations of the Projects by:

(1) Removing the Delta Smelt Summer and Fall Habitat Action (Fall X2), in response to findings by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the action is not anticipated to have observable effects on
delta smelt survival,

T https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-31/pdf/2025-02174.pdf
2 https://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_project_details.php?Project_ID=54661
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(2) Removingthe earlyimplementation measure of the Delta export reduction of the Healthy Rivers
and Landscapes (“HRL”) program, in response to uncertainties associated with the timing of
potential adoption and implementation of the HRL Program by California’s State Water Resources
Control Board,

(3) Updating the Delta operating criteria to expand the opportunities for Old and Middle River (“OMR”)
management at no more negative than -5,000 cubic feet per second (cfs), and a stormflex action of -
6,500 cfs, including the use of predictive tools for real-time assessment of environmental conditions.

Modeling of these proposed operational changes has estimated between 250 - 400 TAF improvement in
combined CVP and SWP export capacity under Action 5 operations, with the SWP benefits being uncertain
based on how the SWP operates under the Incidental Take Permit required for compliance with the California
Endangered Species Act.

There is additional analysis being performed to assess the efficacy of additional potential operational
changes that could improve water supply and maintain species protections, as well as alternative methods
to address environmental effects on species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act (“ESA) and
advance species recovery efforts.

Note: There are also Endangered Species Act consultations on the Trinity River and Klamath River that may
have overlap/interactions with the operations of the CVP/SWP.

State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Activity

Bay Delta Water Quality Control Plan Update

Background

The State Water Board is currently considering updates to its 2006 Water Quality Control Plan for the San
Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (“Bay Delta Plan”) in two phases (Plan amendments).
The first Plan amendment is focused on San Joaquin River flows and southern Delta salinity (“Phase |I” or
“San Joaquin River Flows and Southern Delta Salinity Plan Amendment”). The second Plan amendment is
focused on the Sacramento River and its tributaries, Delta eastside tributaries (including the Calaveras,
Cosumnes, and Mokelumnerivers), Delta outflows, and interior Delta flows (“Phase IlI” or “Sacramento/Delta
Plan Amendment”).

During the December 12, 2018 Water Board Meeting, the Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) and
Department of Fish and Wildlife presented proposed “Voluntary Settlement Agreements” (“VSAs”) on behalf
of Reclamation, DWR, and the public water agencies they serve to resolve conflicts over proposed
amendments to the Bay-Delta Plan update.® The State Water Board did not adopt the proposed VSAs in lieu
of the proposed Phase 1 amendments, but as explained below, directed staff to consider the proposals as
part of a future Delta-wide proposal.

3 Available at https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Blogs/Voluntary-Settlement-Agreement-Meeting-Materials-
Dec-12-2018-DWR-CDFW-CNRA.pdf.
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Phase 1 Status — San Joaquin River and its Tributaries

The State Water Board adopted a resolution® to adopt amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan for the
San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary and adopt the Final Substitute Environmental
Document during its December 12, 2018 public meeting.

On July 18, 2022, the State Water Resources Control Board issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP)® and
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Scoping Meeting for the Proposed Regulation to Implement
Lower San Joaquin River Flows (LSJR) and Southern Delta Salinity Objectives in the Water Quality Control
Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta Plan).

In response to the release of the NOP, the Water Authority and member agencies provided scoping
comments® and the State Water Board is working through a long-term process to address Phase 1 elements
of the Water Quality Control Plan Update.

Along delay in Phase 1 action occurred as legal activity was undertaken.

Recently, on September 19, 2025, the State Water Resources Control Board (Board) released a Notice of
Opportunity for Public Comment and Workshop on the Draft Scientific Basis Report Supplement for the
Tuolumne River Voluntary Agreement Proposal (Draft TVA Scientific Basis Report), to which the Water
Authority provided comments’.

Next Steps
Final draft Staff Report for Tuolumne River VA
Board workshop and consideration of Tuolumne River VA

Final draft EIR and regulation implementing Lower SJR flows and South Delta Salinity
e Board consideration of regulation implementing Lower SJR flows and South Delta Salinity

Phase 2 Status — Sacramento River and its Tributaries and Bay-Delta

In the State Water Board’s resolution adopting the Phase 1 amendments, the Water Board directed staff to
assist the Natural Resources Agency in completing a Delta watershed-wide agreement, including potential
flow and non-flow measures for the Tuolumne River, and associated analyses no later than March 1, 2019.
Staff were directed to incorporate the Delta watershed-wide agreement as an alternative for a future,
comprehensive Bay-Delta Plan update that addresses the reasonable protection of beneficial uses across
the Delta watershed.

Revised Draft Sacramento/Delta Updates to the Water Quality Control Plan

Background

In July, the Board released a draft Bay Delta Plan (July 2025 revised draft), which included proposed changes
to the draft Bay Delta Plan released in October 2024 (2024 draft), based on public input and comments

4pavailable at https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2018/rs2018_0059.pdf.

5 Available at  https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/notices/20220715-implementation-nop-and-scoping-dwr-

baydelta.pdf
8 Request from Authority staff

7 Request from Authority staff
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received throughout the planning process, including comments on several options for possible changes to
the plan identified in the 2024 draft. Specifically, the 2024 draft identified the possible inclusion of flow, cold
water habitat and related provisions that were based on the proposed Plan amendments and alternatives
identified in the 2023 draft Staff Report in support of updates to the Bay Delta Plan, as well as options for
these provisions. The 2024 draft also identified the possible inclusion of Voluntary Agreements (VAs) to
provide flows and non-flow habitat proposed by state and federal agencies and water users referred to as
the Healthy Rivers and Landscapes proposal, as well as options associated with inclusions of VAs. The
regulatory provisions would apply to all water right holders if the Board did not move forward with VAs, orin
the event the Board moved forward with VAs would apply to water rights not participating in approved VAs.
The 2025 revised draft proposes to move forward with the inclusion of VAs in the Bay Delta Plan for water
rights included in approved VAs (VA pathway) and the regulatory provisions for water rights not included as
part of approved VAs (regulatory pathway). The 2025 revised draft also includes proposals for addressing
other options identified in the 2024 draft. The 2025 revised draft also proposes the designation of Tribal
Tradition and Culture (CUL) beneficial use as part of the current Bay Delta Plan update.

Current Activity

On September 16, 2025, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board or Board) rescinded
the August 22, 2025 Second Revised Notice of Opportunity for Public Comment and Hearing on Revised Draft
Sacramento/Delta Updates to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta Watershed (Bay-Delta Plan or Plan). The Rescinded Notice is available on the Board’s website.
Accordingly, the hearing previously scheduled for September 24-25, 2025, and the associated public
comment period are cancelled and will be rescheduled to a future date.

Instead, the Board has released a revised Bay-Delta Plan, with workshops that occurred on January 28-30,
and written comments due on February 2. Water Authority staff coordinated written comments® with
member agencies and other interested parties.

Additionally, the State Water Board has received term sheets for additional voluntary agreements from
Nevada Irrigation District (NID) and South Sutter Water District (SSWD) specific to the Bear River, Yuba River,
and Auburn Ravine that are available to the public.

Water Rights

Water Accounting, Tracking, and Reporting System (CalWATRS) Launch

The State Water Resources Control Board has launched the California Water Accounting, Tracking, and
Reporting System (CalWATRS). A link to the new system and additional information is posted on the
CalWATRS webpage.

If you have questions or would like the CalWATRS team to attend an event in your area, please email
CalWATRS-help@waterboards.ca.gov.

8 Request from Water Authority staff.
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San Joaquin River Restoration Program

Restoration Allocation

On March 16, Reclamations issued an update to the 2026 Restoration Allocation and Default Flow Schedule
(attached). Consistent with the Restoration Flows Guidelines and based upon the best available forecast
information, the Restoration Allocation covering the period March 1, 2026 through February 28, 2027 is set
at 276,220 acre-feet at Gravelly Ford and is a Normal-Dry year type.

The Restoration Administrator recommended a flow schedule, which Reclamation is reviewing at the time
this memo was drafted. This Restoration Allocation will be posted on the Program website in the coming
days: http://RestoreSJR.net.

For Information about Restoration Flows, please visit https://restoresjr.net/flows/.

For the Restoration Administrator recommendations, please visit https://restoresjr.net/flows/flow-
scheduling/.

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Reclamation Manual
Documents out for Comment

Draft Policy
e PEC 05-03 Funding and Extended Repayment of Extraordinary Maintenence Cost (comments due
03/25/26). Supplementary documents below:
o Memo on Interest Rate Calculation

o Supplemental Discussion

Draft Directives and Standards
e There are currently no draft Directives and Standards out for review.

Draft Facilities Instructions, Standards, and Techniques (FIST)
e There are currently no draft Facilities Instructions, Standards, and Techniques out for review.

Draft Reclamation Safety and Health Standards (RSHS)
e There are currently no Safety and Health Standards out for review.

Draft Reclamation Design Standards
e There are currently no Design Standards out for review.

San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint

The Water Blueprint represents water users, districts, farmers, and municipalities across the Central Valley.
Their problem statement is crystal-clear; California faces a major water supply shortfall that could affect one
million acres, costing $7.2 billion in farm revenue and 85,000 jobs statewide. Engaging various stakeholders
inside and outside the Central Valley, the team advocates for a combination of infrastructure investments
and policy changes to capture excess flows during wet years and replenish aquifers.
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Blueprint’s strategic priorities for 2022-2025: Advocacy, Groundwater Quality and Disadvantaged
Communities, Land Use Changes & Environmental Planning, Outreach & Communications, SGMA
Implementation, Water Supply Goals, Governance, Operations & Finance.

Mission Statement: “Unifying the San Joaquin Valley’s voice to advance an accessible, reliable solution for
a balanced water future for all.”

Board Expansion and Executive Committee Formation

The leadership group discussed potential updates to board structure, including filling an open director seat,
exploring board expansion, and evaluating whether to formalize an executive committee. The group
discussed proposed candidates for the vacant director position. The group proposed forming a small ad hoc
committee to develop draft bylaw language addressing both board expansion and executive committee
formation. These materials will be brought back to leadership and ultimately to the full board for review.

Strategic Planning

The leadership group discussed the need to launch a strategic planning process following completion of the
United Water Plan, noting that the current plan runs through 2025 or early 2026. The conversation highlighted
the importance of defining the scope of future organizational activities—including legislative advocacy,
policy, and communications—and engaging the board early to help shape direction for the latter half of 2026.

CSU Water Webinar Series — CA Legislature and Water Policy

The Executive Director of CSU-WATER, a CSU system affinity group that serves to foster future leaders in
California through water education, research engagement and networking for the nearly 500,000 students in
the CSU system as well as inclusion of those in the CC & UC systems. The Blueprint was invited to contribute
to the CSU-WATER Webinar Series on the CA Legislature and Water Policy, topics covered in the webinar
series: Making Waves, Water Policies & Workforce Needs, Current water policy issues & workforce needs
and Future Water Management and Policies; Leadership Needs, Future water management and climate
resilience.

SB72 Implementation

Senate Bill 72 (Caballero) directs DWR to consult with the Water Commission on the establishment of an
advisory committee to inform the development of the 2028 update to the Water Plan. The 2028 update will
usher in a new emphasis on setting and meeting quantifiable water supply goals. This builds on California’s
Water Supply Strategy (2022), which outlined necessary actions for the state to adapt to a hotter, drier future
where the changing climate leaves less water to meet California’s needs. Blueprint as an interested party in
the State’s water supply strategy, has been provided with the opportunity to present and provide public
comment.

Unified Water Plan

The Water Blueprint's unified water plan is moving forward with chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 for review. The plan
quantifies the San Joaquin Valley's massive water supply gap at 2.5-3 million acre-feet by 2040, incorporating
SGMA compliance needs, climate change impacts, and environmental flow requirements. The full
administrative draft expected by this summer.
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Unified Water Plan Chapters 5 Released for Review

Stantec presented detailed progress on potential water supply projects (Chapter 5). Chapter 5 catalogs over
800 projects from GSPs across 16 sub-basins, with groundwater recharge projects comprising nearly half of
all proposed projects. Unit costs range from $50-$300 per acre-foot for various recharge methods.

e Major Supply-Demand Gap Identified Requiring Immediate Action: Technical analysis reveals the
valley faces a future water shortage of 2.5-3 million acre-feet by 2040, driven by SGMA compliance
requirements (1.4-2 million acre-feet), environmental restoration needs, climate change impacts,
and groundwater replenishment requirements. This massive gap demonstrates the critical need for
comprehensive water infrastructure investments and management changes.

e Recharge Projects Dominate Solutions: The latest research points out that nearly 50% of all GSP
projects are groundwater recharge projects, including on-farm recharge, injection wells, in-lieu
recharge, and constructed basins, with injection wells being the most cost-effective option.

Water Blueprint SJV & CWI - Unified Water Plan

The purpose of the Unified Valley Plan for the San Joaquin Valley is to identify and present possible solutions
for long-term water needs in the San Joaquin Valley by bringing together existing water plans, strategies, and
knowledge from across the San Joaquin Valley into one coordinated, valley-wide planning framework.

Bureau of Reclamation Report to Congress:

e Chapter 1 Introduction

e Chapter 2 Overview of the water resource needs and opportunities in the San Joaquin Valley.

e Chapter 3 Overview of flood risks and management in the San Joaquin Valley and opportunities for
improving flood management.

e Chapter 4 lllustration of an environmentalvision for the San Joaquin Valley and estimates of the water
supplies needed to implement that vision.

e Chapter 5 Evaluation of a range of potential solutions.

e Chapter 6 Recommendations for a path forward and a roadmap for implementation. Includes policy
recommendations.

San Joaquin Valley Water Collaborative Action Program (SJV CAP)

Background

The CAP Plenary Group adopted work groups to implement the CAP Term Sheet®, adopted on November 22,
2022. During Phase Il, Work Groups are continuing to meet and discuss priorities and drafting various
documents for their respective areas: Safe Drinking Water; Sustainable Water Supplies; Ecosystem Health;
Land Use, Demand Reduction and Land Repurposing; Implementation.

The Bureau of Reclamation is currently funding the CAP. This funding supports its management and
facilitation of the overall CAP process and the development of a prioritization tool. The tool is envisioned to
be used by CAP participants, federal and state agencies, other stakeholders, and the public to evaluate

% Request from Authority staff
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policy recommendations, programmatic changes, and projects to achieve sustainable water management
in the San Joaquin Valley.

The Steering Committee created a subgroup and will review several prioritization tools developed by other
organizations and use those examples to craft a work plan and initial set of criteria for consideration.

CAP Workgroups for 6-Month CAP Priority Actions

ILRP and CV-Salts
1. Review changes to the ILRP and CV-SALTS updates and recommend improvements to the SWRCB
and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards.

2. Better coordination between GSAs and the Nitrate Program to maximize water quality testing for
multiple purposes.

3. Consider a pilot area to evaluate the potential for information sharing and integration.

4. The regulations should consider identifying targets for nitrates and other COCs so progress can be
evaluated.

5. CAP could look to privately solicit information on fees across different programs to look at the
potential for fee harmonization.

Land Transition
1. Support CDFW implementation of Regional Conservation Investment Strategies to support
mitigation projects.

2. Use the experience and results of MLRP Round 1 and 2 to provide feedback on MLRP Round 3
guidelines to the Department of Conservation to ensure effective implementation of the program,
including the provision of meaningful community benefits.

3. Develop guidelines to address workforce challenges associated with land transition, especially
related to rural communities.

4. Advocate for infrastructure funding and regulatory changes to accelerate large-scale solar projects,
as one avenue to help support the transition of agricultural land and reduce water demand in a
manner that protects communities over the long term.

5. In collaboration with the S2J2 Catalyst Project, for ecosystem restoration, create a near-term and
long-term vision and set of objectives for ecosystem restoration, and advocate for funding by the
state and federal governments

6. Develop best practices for data centers and water use, which could inform the approval of data
centers by state and local governments

SGMA Implementation
1. Complete Kaweah economic analysis and recommend improvements for SGMA implementation to
the Governor, Legislature, and Department of Water Resources
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2. Complete assessment of some other subbasins in the S2J2 geographic area and revise investment
recommendations to S2J2 and advocate high-impact investments for funding through Prop 4.

3. Define key attributes for the successful implementation of GSPs for DWR to support in their
guidelines for Prop 4 funding.

4. Track DWR subsidence best management practices and recommend improvements for
implementation to DWR.

Water Supply

1. Support funding of projects and operational changes during high flow events that meet
environmental regulations in the Delta and improve Delta deliveries south of the Delta to provide
benefits to the San Joaquin Valley

2. Advocate for regulatory improvements to the Legislature and state agencies (i.e., DWR, SWRCB) to
accelerate groundwater recharge permitting that provides flood control and protects water quality
and downstream users.

3. Support actions by DWR and other agencies to implement DWR Watershed studies to advance the

CAP outcomes.

Other Six-Month Priorities

1.

2.

3.

Prioritization Tool

Long-term Habitat Plan

Water for Wildlife Refuges

San Joaquin River Restoration Program

“Cutting Green Tape”
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Unified Water Plan
for the San Joaquin Valley

Water Blueprint Board Meeting
3/18/2026
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1. Report Preparation Status and Schedule
2. Chapter 6 — Overview

3. Next Steps



Report Development Status and Schedule

Chapter

Number Chapter Title

1 Introduction Received comments, revising.

Water Supply Problems, Needs, Received comments, revising.

2 and Obbortunities Expanding description of historical water use and
PP project development throughout the San Joaquin Valley.
Flood Management Problems, : : -
3 . Received minor comments, revising.
Needs, and Opportunities
4 Environmental Enhancement Received minor comments, revising.
5 Potential Projects and Actions Received comments, revising.
6 Implementation Strategies In Progress — draft will be provided in early April for review.
7 References In Progress —included with each chapter for review.



Project Categories and Evaluation Scenarios

Included in | Includedin | Included in

IR SRl Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3

RESTORE AUTHORIZED FACILITY CAPABILITY
Restore authorized design capacity of existing facilities X X X

IMPROVE MANAGEMENT OF IN-VALLEY SUPPLIES

Upper watershed actions that improve timing and volume of reservoir inflow X X
Re-operate in-valley reservoirs (FIRO/I-FIRM) X X
Non-structural actions in the Delta to increase diversions with existing facilities X X
Local conveyance, recharge, storage, and other water supply projects X X
Increase east-west conveyance for recapture of SJRRP flows and transfers X X
INCREASE ACCESS TO DELTA WATER SUPPLIES
Modify diversion facilities in the Delta X
Increase north-of-Delta storage capacity X
Increase south-of-Delta storage capacity X
Enlarge and/or expand existing south-of-Delta conveyance capacity X



Estimating Project Benefits for the UWP and Beyond

UNIFIED WATER PLAN

Evaluations with Blueprint Tools

FUTURE ACTIONS

Project Implementation

Water Demand

Maximum

Potential
Water

Supply

Maximum

Available

Water Supply

From Gap

Reported in

Chapter 2

Range of

Potential

Water

Permitting,
Feasibility,
and

Basin outflow Reported Supply in Affordabjlity
that contributes Capacity of Chapter 6 Constraints
to Delta excess Projects in

Chapter 5

Total
Basin
Outflow

Minimum 5%
Project Use




Preliminary Results from Blueprint Modeling Evaluations

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3

Scenario1 + Scenario2 +
Restore Local Structural Increased Access
Authorized Projects and Non- to Delta Supplies

Potential Water Supply Generated (MAF/yr)

Water Supply (MAF/yr)
from Identified Local Projects

Water Supply (MAF/yr)
from Unspecified Additional Local Projects

Capital Cost ($ Billion)
Unmet Demand Remaining (MAF)

Land Repurposing Needed (Thousand Acres)

Facility Capability Structural Actions

Restore Baseline

Seraalsili 1.1-1.7 1.9-24
- 0.7-1.2 0.8-1.2
— 0.4-0.5 1.1-1.2
$7 $9-9$12 $13-3%20
2.5-3 0.5-2 0-1
800-1,100 300-700 0-500



Key Assumptions and Uncertainties

Assumptions that influence preliminary results
* Flood flows for diversion can be identified and diverted in real time.
* Projects can always operate as designed.
* GSA’simplement additional unidentified projects to fully use water supplies.

* Many cost estimates based on concept-level information.

Approach to bracket uncertainties - ongoing evaluations
* Limit assumed available water supply.
* Limit assumed project performance capability.

* Cap the extent of assumed additional projects.




Preliminary Findings and Conclusions

~$7B to restore

Lost capacity of existing projects limits opportunity. Restoring design capacity of
existing project pacity g proj PP y g g pacity

existing facilities preserves baseline deliveries and enables local projects

capacity
>;1fl‘i’ldP;I;/:i(:ecdaE)acc:;cy Identified local project capability exceeds the gap. Project selection will be
projects driven by supply, permitting, economic, and affordability constraints.

0.5-2.0 MAF supply-
demand gap after
local projects

Local projects will not be sufficient. Additional water supplies from the Delta are
needed to support local projects and reduce the supply-demand gap.

Total investments of Affordability will constrain implementation. State and Federal funding,
$13 - 20B needed and partnerships with urban entities are needed.
With $13 - 20B
invested, up to 500 Farmland conversion will be necessary. It should be strategically planned to
thousand acres still improve environmental, community and economic conditions.
repurposed



How Projects Get Selected for Implementation

Information Needed to
Evaluate Projects

Water Supply Source
and Reliability

\

Facility Designs

Cost

>
Environmental Resource

Considerations

~\

Regulatory Compliance |

Participating Entities

Location of Benefits

Benefits

Potential Uncertainties

Multiple

projects

Evaluation Criteria

Interdependencies with
Other Projects

Permitting and Regulatory
Feasibility

Implementation Complexity
and Speed to Benefit

Benefit-Cost Performance

Affordability

-~

&

Prioritized
Projects

~

)




Preliminary Recommendations

Local and Regional Agencies State and Federal Agencies Next Steps for the UWP

Restore authorized project
capacities.

2. Implement non-structural
actions to improve operations.

3. Implement local projects
identified in GSPs / accelerate
shovel-readiness.

4. Increase water use efficiency.

5. Investinregional/ statewide
projects.

6. Leverage regional partnerships.

7. Develop strategic farmland
conversion plan.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Restore authorized project 1.
capacities.

Maintain project information.

2. Assist with evaluation of
Establish non-traditional funding projects.
mechanisms to support project
implementation. 3. Coordinate regional
partnerships and advocacy.
Establish method to determine
flood water available for 4.

diversion.

Prepare regular UWP updates.

Streamline permitting and
approvals.

Fund actions that enhance
surface water deliveries and
groundwater recharge.



* Draft Chapter 6 for review April 8 - Stantec/CWI

* Comments on Chapter 6 (send to CWI) - Board
* Full draft of the UWP in May for review — Stantec/CWiI



Thank you
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